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INFERIORITY COMPLEX
Private Milton went to psychiatrist and complained: "I have an inferiority complex."
"Nothing I can do for you", said tfie doc. "In the Army privates don't have an inferiority complex... they're just inferior..."
FRAGGING?
"I'm so sore at that Sergeant Brooks with his familiarity angle,"2 a GI complained. "He keeps sneaking up on me, slapping me on the chest and breaking the cigars in my pocket. I figured out how to teach him a lesson."
"Whatcha gonna do?"3 asked his friend.
"I'll fix him. The next time he slaps me on the chest I'll have a booby trap in my pocket."
UNFRIENDLY
A Tommy in Dublin had been ordered to make a round of city pubs looking for time bombs. The soldier made a good use of this assignment taking in many a hard drink. After he had emerged from the last joint, he found he had lost his submachine gun ('Tommy gun' in slang). He tried to retrace his steps. He knew he had been only in three pubs. So he returned to the first pub and asked, "Did I leave my SMG here?"
"No, you didn't," said the proprietor.
At the second place the man asked the same question. "Did I leave my gun here?"
"Not here," was the answer.
When he inquired about his submachine gun at the third pub, the proprietor said, "Yes, I have it."
"How do you like those rats next door?" said the man. "I asked them the same question and both of'em said no!"
FIRE PRECAUTIONS
Remembering what he was told about fire precautions in the unit area the soldier threw a cigarette butt in a manhole and then stepped on it.
ODD STRUCTURE
A unit was hastily deployed overseas in a place without housing facilities. The NGOIC of the. emergency construction project reported to the CO: "This darn new-fangled prefabricated barracks they done sent us ain't no good,4 sir. In fact, it's plumb lousy.5 I think mebby we put it up wrong without engineer assistance."
"How come?"
"Leastways, every time soldiers step out the front door, they fell off the roof."
EXTENDED PERIOD
A man who had volunteered for the Army and then thought better was late to report to the reception center. When asked by the recruiting officer about explanations, he pleaded for a little more time to settle his affairs.
"All right, I'll give you three more days," the officer said, "and no more."
"Okay," said the prospective serviceman, "I'll take Christmas, Fourth of July6 and New Year's."
REPEAT PERFORMANCE
"But, sergeant," complained the unhappy Army soldier at the clothing issue room of the reception center, "These shoes you gave me don't match!"
"That's funny," puzzled the sergeant. "You're the second person this morning who made the same complaint."
FIRST STEP
"PFC Gordon, the unit champion sharp shooter, was very sentimental.
"Today is a very important anniversary in my career of a marksman," he mused. "William Tell was born 900 years ago. When I was a kid, William Tell was my idol. I remember I used to go in the backyard with my best friend. He would put an apple on his head and I would shoot it off. He would have been thirty-four years old tomorrow."
NUTS (TECHNICALLY-MINDED)
Two inmates in the psychiatric ward in an Army hospital were trying to drive a nail into the wall. One of them had the head of the nail against the wall and was hitting it on the pointed end. "I'm supposed to be nuts," he complained, "but look at the nails they issue in this joint."
"You're nuts, all right," okayed the second, "though you keep boasting of being a glorious member of the US Corps of Engineers. That nail is for the wall on the opposite side."
SERGEANT WAS RIGHT (AS USUAL)
Private Brown exclaimed after the morning inspection parade: "This time the sergeant wasn't just jumping on me. Gee, do I need a shave?"7
"How do you know?" his friend asked.
"I just looked in the mirror over there."
"That's not a mirror, stupid, that's a hair brush."
WHEN EVERYTHING IS TOPSY-TURVY
"My daddy is an Army engineer," an Army brat said boastfully. "Did you hear about my father's new invention?" asked the brat of his friend.
"What's his invention?" asked the friend dutifully.
"Well," explained the brat, "my daddy just suggested to build a house for headquarters with the basement on top of the roof."
"Why?" asked the friend.
"So in case staff folks lose some important paper (which they often do, as daddy says) they don't have to turn the whole house upside down trying to find it."
NOT WHAT WAS PROMISED
"Are you sure you've put me in the Army all right, sir?" asked a volunteer at a recruiting center. "Am I really a soldier now?"
"Of course. Yours is the most famous outfit in the US Armed Forces. What's the matter with it?"
"Well, I thought there must be some mistake and you put me in the K9 Corps.8 I've been leading a dog's life ever since."
NO IDENTIFICATION PROBLEM
The recruiting officer asked his staff: "Why did you enlist that man a soldier? He is a perfect misfit. He squints, has a crooked nose and outstanding ears, a hunch and he limps."
"But he will be easy to identify and catch if he ever goes over the hill."9
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"Of course, it isn't all peaches and cream ... pretty, love-starved women will throw themselves at you...."
EFFICIENCY JUMP
The staff efficiency expert said to the COFS: "I am very gratified to see how many new men you have taken on since I installed my new automatic system of staff information processing."
"Yes, we took'em to take care of the system."
BETTER MATERIAL
The commander was asked: "Why do you prefer married soldiers in your unit?"
"Well, the married men are used to take orders even if they are yelled at them."
PUNCTUATION AND PUNCTUALITY
A prospective WAC told her friend: "When I applied for an appointment in the Army as a clerk the recruiting officer had the nerve to ask if my punctuation was good."
"What did you tell him?"
"I said I'd never been late for work in my life."
SECRET OF ATTENTION
An instructor who was fond of lengthy discussions at his classes boasted about his attentive listeners: "Yes, they are always glued to their seats."
"No wonder," his friend commented, "that they keep in their places."
CHOW HOUND
A company chow hound had a bet he would be able to consume a tremendous amount of Army rations, and he did consume ail of them but refused to have another go.10
"Not now," he said. "We'll be having chow time in half an hour."
MUTUAL INTERESTS
General Williams was in a hurry to get to his headquarters on time early in the morning for an important meeting.
"Don't let me miss my plane," he urged his chauffeur.
"Don't worry, sir," the chauffeur answered. "Mrs. Williams said if I did it would cost me my job."
HOT ASSIGNMENT AREA
A soldier in a tropical area was asked by his parents in a letter: "Is it hot where you serve?"
His reply was: "Terrible, and no trees. My soldier friends and I took turns sitting in each other's shadows during breaks between training."
CLOSE LOCATION
The general asked his engineer: "Why did you build the unit supply point so far away from the unit area?"
"But you wanted to get it near the railroad, sir," explained the engineer.
RIGHT PLACE
Sergeant Bownot was fond of telling his soldiers
about his dreams.
"I went to bed last night and dreamed I died." "And the heat woke you up?" H a bored listener
inquired.
GREAT LIKENESS
Sergeant Briggs returned back to his sweetheart from an assignment in Central America.
"Unfortunately I have to report back to that place again, dear. And here is a little pet I brought you to remind you of me."
"Oh, Walter, dear," gasped the girl, "how thoughtful of you to bring me this dear little monkey! It is just like you!"
UNSUITABLE QUALITIES
A fat boy was turned down at an Army reception center where he wished to volunteer for service with the Rangers. "You're no good for Uncle Sam's Army," the recruiting officer said. "You fat fellows are good-natured — you can't either fight or run."
ALSO FLYING
A volunteer was questioned at the recruiting center to see his IQ. "What's Old Glory?" "I don't know."
"What's that you see flying over the house?" "Oh, yes, pigeons."
PROPER WHEREABOUTS
A Pentagon brass hat was visiting a lunatic ward of an Army psychiatric hospital. He went to the telephone and found difficulty in getting connection with his office to make some inquiries on some matter. Exasperated, he shouted to the operator: "Look here, girl, do you know who I am?"
"No", was the calm reply, "but I know where you are."
PRACTICAL TESTING
One quartermaster told another: "I dreamed last night that I had invented a new type of ration and was sampling it with delight when..."
"Yes, yes, go on".
"I woke up and found a corner of my mattress gone."
DIFFERENCE
"Can you tell me the difference between valor and discretion," asked the sergeant.
Private Hooks replied: "Well, leaving one's barracks without permission would be valor."
"And discretion?"
"Not going there again."
ARMY COOKING RECIPE
The unit cook was asked: "Say, you've got, Bow-son, rabbit meat hash for dinner to-day?"
"Yes."
"What's the proportion?"
"In strict accordance with the cooking manual (military messing) — fifty-fifty — one rabbit and one horse."
WHOM ARE WARS FOUGHT BY?
Some time after the war, several men in a bar room were talking about wars and their battle deeds. The talk turned on a specific battle. An ex-lieutenant, telling his portion of it, was interrupted by a former captain who corrected him on several points. He, in turn, was contradicted by a man who claimed to be a major and told a different story. Presently, a fourth man spoke up with quite another version of the operations. He was a colonel, he declared. Then a fifth man stepped in: "I was in that fight. It was like this."
"What was your rank, sir?" asked the bartender when the last man finished his account.
"I was a private."
"Well, you are the very first private I've ever met in this olace," commented the bartender.
MARKING TIME
A unit of soldiers was marching a long dusty march across the rolling prairie. It was a hot blistering day and the men, longing for water and rest, were impatient to reach the next town.
A rancher rode past.
"Say, friend", called out one of the men, "how far is it to the next town?"
"Oh, a matter of two miles or so, I reckon," called back the rancher. Another long hour dragged by, and another rancher was encountered.
"How far to the next town?" the men asked him eagerly.
"Oh, a good two miles."
A nearly half hour longer of marching, and then a third rancher. "Hey, how far's the next town?"
"Not far," was the encouraging answer, "only about two miles."
"Well," sighed the optimistic sergeant, "thank God, we're holding our own, anyhow!"12
OFF LIMITS TO UNSHAVED PERSONNEL
Little Willie asked his mother: "Mamma, don't soldiers ever go to heaven?"
"Of course they do!" protested his mother. "What makes you ask?"
"There are so many soldiers with beards but I never saw any pictures of angels with beards."
"Oh, that's because most men who go to heaven get there by a close shave."13
CHEMICAL WARFARE
"When Lot's wife14 looked back", said the Sunday school teacher at an Army post, "what happened to her?"
"My dad says she was transmuted into chloride of sodium," answered the brat with the goggles, "and my dad sure knows everything about chemical warfare."
WILLING COOPERATION
Tired of incessant efforts to make Private Walkie toe the line in the company15 the sergeant tried another angle. "Walkie, I'd like to go through one whole day without once reprimanding or punishing you."
"Well, sergeant, you have my consent."
EVIDENT PROGRESS
The battalion commander saw Sergeant Gorton and asked him: "Well, sergeant, any progress in general education? By the way, how did you get along in the examination in English grammar yesterday?"
"Oh, I done fine, sir," reported the happy sarge. "I only made one mistake and I seen as soon as I done it."1B
LONGER DISTANCE
At a lesson in topography a soldier was asked: "What is farther away, Harrison, the moon or that object on this map?"
"That object, naturally."
"What makes you think that?"
" 'Cause we can see the moon any clear night, and we can't see that object even at day time."
SELF-SUFFICIENCY
Sergeant Kent, in a fit of patronizing mood,17 asked Private Lyndon if he needed any help with his drill.
"Oh, no, sergeant," replied the soldier, "I might as well get it wrong by myself."18
WHO'S CRAZY?
It was the psychiatrist's turn to ask a prospective soldier under medical examination at the medical board at the recruiting center.
"Are you a man or a woman?"
"A woman," the prospective soldier replied.
Somewhat taken aback, the psychiatrist tried again.
"When you grow up, are you going to be a woman or a man?"
"A woman," the examinee answered.
"You're crazy and unfit for service," decided the expert.
When the, not too unhappy, failed soldier was going home he was asked by his friend, "Why did you make strange replies?"
"If he was going to ask me crazy questions I was going to give him crazy answers. He couldn't kid me."
SIMPLE SOPHISTICATION
A soldier on leave was trying to impress his girl with his learning standards.
"I'm a radio operator in the Air Force. Radio is such a complicated thing. Even now, after two years of intensive training, I must confess that I haven't the slightest idea how the radio works in the whole complex."
"My goodness!" exclaimed the wide-eyed girl. "It's awful easy. You must turn the knobs and it starts talking."
EXCUSE
"Why are you late, cadet?" "Class started before I got here,"
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EASY TO MATCH
Two young soldiers were exchanging their experiences of the service in the Army. "My sergeants are wonderful", said one soldier.
"I wish I could say the same about mine," said the other.
"You could if you could lie as I do."
CORRECT
An examiner in military history at an Army college asked a cadet: "State the strength of the US Armed Forces in any given year of history."
The cadet replied at once: "1492 — none."
HARD TO IMITATE
The Commanding Officer stared at the AWOL. "Jackson, when I was a soldier I never told a lie to my superiors. Will you be able to say the same thing to your son?"
"Not with such a straight face,"19 answered the GI.
STRICT DISCIPLINE
When asked if discipline was strict in his unit Private Gilbert replied:
"Strict? You remember Jonesey? Well, he died in class, and they propped him up20 until the lecture ended."
EXEMPT OF OBLIGATION
The Old Man liked to call the whole staff in his headquarters office in to listen to extremely stale jokes he picked up somewhere. He was just having such a party and everybody but one lieutenant in the corner laughed uproariously. "What's the mat-
ter, lieutenant," grumbled the Old Man. "Haven't you got a sense of humor?"
"I don't have to laugh, sir," reported the officer. "I've got reassignment to another place and leaving Friday anyhow."
SUPERIORS ARE ALWAYS ONES BETTERS
The tough private sauntered into the dimly-lit saloon.
"Is there anybody here called Donovan?" he snarled. Nobody answered. Again he sneered: "Is there anybody here called Donovan?"
There was a moment of silence and then a little fellow in a sergeant's uniform strode forward.
"I'm Sergeant Donovan," he said defiantly. The tough guy picked him up and threw him across the bar. Then he punched him in the jaw, kicked him, clubbed him, slapped him around a bit and walked out.21 About fifteen minutes later the little fellow came to.
"Boy," he exclaimed proudly, "sergeants «will be always smarter than privates. Didn't I fool him? I ain't Donovan!"
LOST AND FOUND
"Just imagine," said a man. "Just as my friend Jackson was going to board the train to go to his training camp after he'd been enlisted, he turned and ran out and left the town and the recruiters were not able to locate him."
"Lost his nerve?"
"No — found it."22
EXPLOSION DANGEROUS
"You say you're not getting along with your sergeant," said mother to her son, home on leave after
his first months in an Army training camp. "Why don't take him apart and speak to him?"23
"When my serge hears my request I won't have to take him apart. He'll explode."
TRICKS OF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY
Sergeant Higgins finished the nuclear defense drill with his outfit.
"Have you got any questions, lads?" he asked.
"So in what position should I hold the submachine gun at the moment of the nuclear burst?" asked Private Glibson.
"You should hold your SMG on outstretched hands as far away from your body as possible."
"Why?"
"To keep the drops of the molten metal from your weapon from getting on your uniform and spoiling the government issue property," was the explanation.
HEAVY ATTENDANCE
At tfte Army recruiting center of a district the inspector asked: "How was the attendance today?"
The recruiting officer reported: "Yesterday and on the day before yesterday nobody came to volunteer, but today the attendance fell off a bit."24
LOOK ALIVE-ALWAYS
It was death scene in a war play, but the director was not satisfied with the hero's acting.
"Come on!" he cried. "Put more life in your dying. You're a soldier after all. A soldier should always look alive." м
FREEZING TEMPERATURES
The unit was stationed somewhere beyond the Northern Circle.
"Cold isn't anything here," boasted on old-timer. "It was so cold in Alaska where we were, that the fire in the stove froze and we couldn't blow it out."
"That's nothing," said his rival in soldiering. "Where we were the words spoken by our commanders came out of their mouths in pieces of ice and we had to fry them to see what the orders were about."
RATHER A GIFT
Recruits were shocked at the language the sergeant used in their unit. During a smoke break one young soldier asked: "Sergeant, where did you learn your language?"
"Learnit, hell, it's a gift," proudly informed the NCO.
ASKING ABOUT DISTANCES
During an exercise march a truck lagged behind the column of other vehicles.
"How far is it to the next filling station?" the driver asked a farmer.
"Nigh onto two miles as the crow flies," M was the exhaustive answer.
"Well, how far is it if the damned crow has to walk and roll a flat tire?"27 the driver wished to get more exhaustive information.
REALISTIC ACTING
The theatrical manager exclaimed: "Your last role was magnificent, Mr. Brown. You enacted so well that officer wounded on the battlefield. Your suffering looked very much like real." "It was. I've got a large nail in my shoe." "Well," said the manager, "for heaven's sake leave it in until the end of the run of the play."
TRADITIONAL HAPPY END
"Does that war film have a happy ending?" "Sure, everybody was glad it was over."
PROPER FIRE CONTROL INSTRUMENT
"Why do you keep looking at the watch?" the commander asked an officer in charge of the firing exercise.
"It isn't a watch, sir, it's a compass."
IT DOESN'T MATTER
A soldier asked: "Isn't it a long distance from this point to the battlefield?"
"Yes," answered his sergeant, "but you won't have to walk back".
NO SPOILING
Mother with her little son was visiting an exhibition of Army weapons. The son got interested in seeing an antiaircraft missile system. He asked the sergeant in charge of presentation: "What's this?"
"An AA missile."
"What's used for?"
"To shoot down planes."
"Oh," cried out the youngster, "do let me see you shoot down that plane!" and he pointed at a plane flying not far away from the place.
Addressing the sergeant the mother said severely: "Now, don't you shoot down that plane for him until he says 'please'!"
KEEP MOVING
It was a hand-to-hand fighting exercise. "Have I done him any damage?" the trainee asked his instructor.
"No, but keep on swinging your rifle. The draft may give him a cold."
EVERYTHING IN DUPLICATE
"I see they've started to duplicate not only papers in the Army but even noncoms," commented Private Brown.
"Why?" asked his friend.
"When I returned to the barracks after I'd been AWOL for twenty hours I had two Sergeants James meeting me at the door in duplicate."
CONTRADICTIONS
Here's a notice that was pasted on the bulletin board of company: "The following enlisted men will pick up their Good Conduct medals at the Supply Room this afternoon. Failure to comply with this order will result in disciplinary action."28
MILITARY APPEARANCE ABOVE ALL
A soldier in the forward trench was attacked by an enemy scout with a bayonet but managed to escape after a tough hand-to-hand tussle. Hearing the noise the battalion commander arrived wanting to know what the hell was going on.
"Look, Sir, I nearly killed an enemy soldier," the soldier reported triumphantly.
"Well, Private, but why don't you button up your uniform while talking to a colonel?"
BIG TROUBLE
Two GIs somewhere in Vietnam were hitting the dirt under very heavy fire.29
Said one of them: "Joe, I could hit the deck even more down if it weren't for my blasted buttons on the uniform!"30
NO EXAGGERATION
At a town meeting the subject of discussion was a proposed bridge over the local creek. A small clique which had definitely greased the palm of Colonel Biggs, the Officer Commanding an engineer unit that was to construct the bridge, was determined to railroad the proposition through at the estimated cost of 50,000. No opposition was encountered to the Colonel's report until suddenly a frugal citizen horrified at the size and apparent use-lessness of the project leaped to his feet.
"Dat is vun awful vaste," he shouted. "For a bridge over dat creek-fifty t'ousand dollar? Vy, it ain't worth nitting. I can spit half vay across dat creek."31
The chairman of the meeting banged down the gavel, "Mr. Olsen," he roared, "you're out of order!"1»
"Dat is right," answered Olsen in a bellow that shook the building. "If I wasn't out of order — I could spit all d'vay across."
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"The Sarge seems intent on making a dustbowl of this place."
WORTHY PUBLICITY
During the war in VN the street in New York was blanketed with snow and the cold wind was blowing from the west. Suddenly one of the street peddlers began yelling, "PEACE, PEACE!" A cop came up, watched the peddler for a minute, scratched his head and asked, "What are you shouting 'peace' for?"
"If I yell 'bananas'," answered the peddler, "who would come out on a day like this?"
COMRADES-IN-ARMS?
Two school friends met after a long time. One was a radio operator and the other a theater actor. The actor asked, trying to look big, "Well, what's your business, Jim?"
"I'm a ham,"33 replied the second.
"You mean to say you're a theater star too?" exclaimed the unpleasantly surprised actor.
THE OTHER WAY ROUND
(a dialogue)
"My uncle's with the FBI now," a boy boasted to his school friend. "Is he a G-man?" "No, they caught him in Chicago!"
BUT DESERVES LENIENCE
A motor-cycle MP cop strode back to the car he had flagged.34 "Hey," he bellowed to the cringing figure at the wheel in the uniform of an Army private.
"I'm arresting you, private. I'm arresting you, private, on four counts. In the first place, you dro-
ve through a red light back on Central Avenue. In the second place, you were going the wrong way on a one-way street. In the third place, you've been tearing through the center of the town at 50 miles an hour. And in the fourth place, you didn't pay any attention to my siren for fully ten blocks!"
The sweet cutie in the back seat looked out of the car window and gave the cop the sweetest smile. "You really mustn't mind him, officer," she cooed. "He's only a private yet and he's dead drunk,too!"
LAST WISH
Private Shaw was on the carpet before his CO.
"Got anything to say before I fire you from the Army?" barked the officer, foaming at his mouth.35
"Yes," answered the soldier with great composure. "How about a promotion?"
VET
A schoolboy was to explain the word 'vet'. He answered, "A vet is a doctor who was in the war."
BRIEF
An officer present at a briefing by the Chief of Staff remarked, "Why do they call this thing a 'briefing'? 'Briefing' comes from the word 'brief but here he reads us a 10,000-word document and calls this action a 'briefing'!"
FIRE FIGHTING PROCEDURE
The phone rang at the city fire house five minutes after the fire men had all retired for their afternoon nap.
"It's Private Mills speaking. I'm CQ at my unit and there's a terrible blaze at the barracks," the
voice frantically cried. "The flames are licking through the basement and the first floor. Pretty soon they'll ravage the entire place!"
"Did you try throwing water over it?" asked the fire chief.
"Yes!"
"Then there's no use coming over. That's all we do!"
NEW AWARD
A GI who got a very light injury in a pacification (read "punitive") operation in Vietnam asked the doctor: "Doc, what kind of decoration can I get for this wound?"
"Wound?" gasped the doctor. "But it's just a mere scratch! What award can you expect for this?"
"The Lesion of Merit,"36 was the proud reply.
SERGEANT'S ENGLISH
To a GI recruit the first days of Army service were like learning at a language school. The thing was that Army sergeants spoke their own English.
The sergeant barked his orders but the rookie remained motionless. Then his friend — an old-timer — intervened: "He said, 'if you expect to groove, stop rappin' and turn on!"37 What's the matter? Don't you understand English?"
A DEFINITION OF WATCH STANDING
A lady who happened to be near a post asked a sentry what he was doing. "I'm on watch,38 ma'am," he replied. "What are you watching for?" she inquired. "My relief, ma'am."
SURPRISES
A sergeant told his men: "Well, boys, I've got two surprises for you. One is unpleasant and the other is pleasant. One is that you have to fill all these bags in the heap with sand. And the pleasant one is that sand is available in any quantity here!"
MISSING A GOOD CHANCE
Father told his schoolboy son: "It's a pity you are not in the Army!"
"Why?"
"Then you sure should have been decorated with a medal there".
"What for?"
"For your amazing bravery in showing your school marks."
FRANK
The enraged sergeant barked (it is known even to a non-linguist GI that NCOs in the US Army do not talk or speak — they bark, roar, bellow, or snap, snarl, growl, etc.): "Private, why don't you wipe off that vicious scowl off your face?"39
"What for? I'm no hypocrite, sergeant," replied the soldier.
TOO SEVERE
Two tankmen discussed the recent incident in the unit.
"Don't you think, Joe, that the Old Man has thrown the book at PFC Formes for a minor thing? After all all Formes did was only to enter the company office without knocking."
"Yes, but he entered it on his tank!"
OBSOLETE BUT PERFECT
The IQ of a young man about to be inducted was checked up at the recruiting center. The psychiatrist asked: "Now it is very important to know everything about your ways of relaxation. What do you do as a means of relaxation?"
"I kill flies with a bow and arrows," the man said.
"Isn't it sort of messy?"40
"What?"
"To use a bow and arrows in this age of sophisticated weapons?"
"Naw," said the man. "I only aim at their legs."
SOUNDS PHONY
A girl asked a soldier: 'What's your name?"
"A12325"
"Is it your real name?"
"No, it's my service number."
"Sounds like a pen-name?"41
LONG DAY
The sergeant was giving a batch of rookies an introduction to their hard life and service in the Army.
"The soldier in the Army works 25 hours a day," he declared severely.
"But there're only 24 hours to the day, sergeant," a rookie groaned.
"Then a soldier has to get up an hour earlier," commented the sergeant adamantly.
MEDICAL MIRACLE
It happened during the American aggression in Vietnam. It was one of those unusual surgery ca-
ses. A soldier had shown up at the surgical ward of a US Army hospital in Saigon with a fountain-pen stuck in his head.
"Now tell me," the surgeon said during ah examination, "you say you got a Viet Cong bullet in your head?"
"Here it is, sir," said the GI and produced a slug.
The doctor saw it was a psychiatric case as well, and he decided to humor the soldier. "Gee," he muttered, feigning astonishment. "That was a great idea of yours, keeping the fountain-pen in the slug-hole. In fact, it's a new word in the field surgery".
"Yes," agreed the GI. "But last week it leaked and my eyes turned blue."
WHY ONLY TALL?
An applicant for enrollment to an officers' school was turned down.
"He's too short of stature," й the school commandant explained.
"So what?"
"An officer should be taller than his subordinates, to look on them down, not up!"
SHOP TALK
A driving trainee in a truck during a training drive in the country was told by his instructor: "John, some terrible din coming from the exhaust pipe!"
"What did you say, sir?"
The instructor repeated, shouting at the top of his voice: "There's some terrible din coming from the exhaust pipe."
The trainee yelled: "I don't hear anything. There is some terrible din coming from the exhaust pipe."
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"I bet John Wayne never had to clean a latrine."
IN THE FAMILY
A young man entered the Army recruiting center. He wore a purple sheet, a seventeenth century cape and a Napoleonic hat. On his feet were spurs that jingle-jangled, tied around his waist was a braided silk rope which pulled a toy missile launcher when he walked. In one hand he had a lollipop and in the other a mock-up submachine gun.
"Sir," he said to the recruiting officer, "I want to put in a word for my brother who's going to enlist tomorrow. You see, great interest in military service passes from generation to generation in our family!"
UNCLASSIFIED
A GI home on short leave was extremely unwilling to return to his unit so he had the cheek of calling his CO on the phone to tell him that illness had caused a delay in his arrival.
"I'm sick, sir," he said on the phone, "I have laryngitis."
"Then why aren't you whispering, Nicholson?" asked the CO.
"Why should I?" the soldier was surprised. "It ain't no military secret!"
NO DIFFERENCE
In the draft times in the USA a young man appeared at the draft board with a waste-paper basket on his head. The draft officer exclaimed, "What are you doing wearing a waste-paper basket for a hat?"
"Listen, reporting for the draft is like throwing my head away. And if I wanna throw my head away it's my business how."
ONLY LITTLE ONES
A traveller asked a resident of a small town somewhere in the south of the US, "Small town you got. Lotta43 big generals born here?"
"No, only babies."
LOGICAL
The sergeant snorted contemptuously: "Giggs, it amazes me why they had ever taken you into the Army. You've got no capability for military matters whatever! Why, I guess you can't tell which of the two objects there on the field is a cow and which is a tank?"
"Yes, I can, sergeant," declared the warrior proudly, "One is a cow and the other is a tank." Then he hesitated awhile. "Or may be it's the other way round."
FORM OF LABOR SAVING
The unit engineer had just finished a talk on introducing mechanization in fatigue details. A sergeant reported thoughtfully: "Sir, I just discovered something that does the work of fifty men."
"What is it?" the officer got interested.
"Two hundred soldiers."
SIMPLE SOLUTION
A missile crewman heard that there were many troubles because missile engines didn't start working due to faulty ignition systems.
"I have a good idea, sir," he reported to the engineer. "I thought of an appliance that is really remarkable. You push a button and a spark to ignite the powder fuel is produced."
"How is it produced?"
"Very simple — by rubbing two sticks together."
NOT ALWAYS
A young boy was examined for admission into an officers' school.
"Now tell me, do you always stutter like this?" asked the doctor.
"N-n-n-o, d-d-d-doc. J-j-j-just when I t-t-t-talk."
SUPER WEAPON
A military inventor suggested a super weapon that could produce as much destruction among enemy ranks as one hundred soldiers, armed to the teeth. But trials revealed that it took a thousand soldiers to operate it.
FASTER THAN ANYTHING
The sergeant had just finished his introductory talk to future drivers in an Army truck unit.
"And I want you guys know that the newest vehicles in the US Army travel faster than sound. You'll be in the hospital before you even start the motor!"
EITHER
An old man saw a very tired infantryman resting after a hard foot march. The man said with disdain:
"When I was of your age I thought nothing of a ten-mile hike."
"Well, I don't think much of it either,"44 replied the GI.
HIS VEHICLE
"So what vehicle do you want to drive in the Army, Wilson," a recruit in the truck transportation unit was asked. "A hearse."
"Why?"
"When I drive I like to stretch out."
IMPOSSIBLE
Private Biddies appeared in his unit at last late in the night, but without his truck he was supposed to drive.
"Where is your truck?" shouted the commander.
"It's in the suburbs about two miles from here, sir," reported the driver.
"Why didn't you bring it here?"
"It's too dark there to find all the parts, sir."
WELL-KNOWN
The son of a war vet said: "My father was a great runner in his young years."
"Yes, I know," said his father's friend, "I went through the war with him."
EYESIGHT DODGE
During the times of the notorious draft in the USA a prospective draftee was under examination of an eye doctor.
The doctor asked him: "How do you estimate your eyesight yourself?"
"Well, do you see that fly on the ceiling, doc?"
"No, I don't. It's too small."
"Neither do I."
TIT FOR TAT
During troop exercises the unit engineers didn't have any booby traps at hand. So they used the pictures of booby traps planted in all places to be occupied by the advancing 'aggressor' forces.
After they returned to these places they found the photos of 'enemy' soldiers near every picture of the booby traps with words 'dead' written on them.
COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY
"My father was a communications man in the war," said a boy to another. "And he was a great hero."
"Really?"
"Yes, to keep the enemy from getting a very secret message he ate the carrier-pigeon."
IF NOT ONE THEN ANOTHER
A driver trainee was having a training run with his instructor in a truck. The truck traveled along at a five-mile-per hour clip. The trainee told the instructor: "At least we won't be arrested by MPs for speeding."
"No," he agreed, "but we might be for loitering."
HOT
A soldier so described how hot was the weather in an area: "It was so hot the eagles on the colonel's shoulders became fried chickens."45
"That's why they call the colonel a 'chicken'?" guessed one listener.
PERSONAL QUESTIONS
During the draft times in the USA to get the lowest IQ possible a prospective draftee answered some personal questions like this: "Name?"
"Yes." "Address?" "Here." "Age?" "Constantly." "Sex?"
"Occasionally." "Occupation?" "Clock watcher." "Parents?" "Two."
"Medical history?" "Don't read them — waiting for the movie."
BAD SIGHT
Another man about to be drafted protested: "I'm not fit for service!"
"Why?"
"I'm near-sighted. Once I bought the Pacific ocean because I thought it was a swimming pool!"
MEDICAL DEFINITION
An Army nurse was asked at an exam: "What is a blood vessel?"46 She replied, "A pirate ship."
CLEAR DISTINCTION
A military policeman at the MP School was asked at an exam: "blow do you distinguish between a civilian and military vehicle?"
"You can always tell a military vehicle. It doesn't have a license plate under it — it has a civilian pedestrian."
MORE PRECISE
At the replacement center recruits were called by names during roll-call. The sergeant called out: "Grovenybloiverboxburg."
A man answered, "That probably me. But what initials, please?"
NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION
An old vet who was a commo man in the Army during the last war felt that he was getting rather hard of hearing. So he decided to use some aids but the real hearing aid was too expensive and he went to a hardware store, bought some wire and put it in his ear.
"Do you hear better with that wire?" asked a friend.
"No," said the vet, "but the technical side always impresses. Friends talk louder."
STOP AND REPORT
The sergeant snapped at Private Mills: "Mills, what's the matter? Why this beard on your mug?"
"But, sergeant," protested the unauthorized beardee,47 "I'm a man after all! What do you mean 'why'?"
"I don't care!" roared the noncom. "Stop this nonsense and report your compliance next morning!"48
CLOCK WATCHER
Private Klowsson was late from his leave. The sergeant barked: "Why are you late? You've got three watches on your wrists!"
"One is for daylight saving," the man doubletal-ked.49 "The other is for standard time and the third is for mountain time. I subtract the first from the third and add the second."
"But how do you tell time?"
"Easy. I ask any man who's got a watch."
"So what?"
"The man I asked didn't have any watch."
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"I don't recall givin' you permission t' cough in ranks!"
AGAIN ONE ON DRAFT
It happened in the draft times in the USA. A man was examined by the eye doctor at the draft board. The doctor pointed at a letter in the bottom line of the table and asked: "What letter is this?"
"I do not know," said the examinee.
The doctor indicated a letter in a higher line.
"What is this letter?"
"I can't tell," replied the man. Then the doctor demanded what letters were in the top line. Still the man failed to identify them.
"You're definitely unfit for service, man," stated the doctor. "You can't name any letter on the table."
"No, I can't," the man agreed. "I can't read."
RECCO ON THE SPOT
Suddenly the truck column was enveloped in a heavy fog. Drivers didn't know where they were going and got panicky. Men were sent forward to reconnoiter the road. Soon a voice came back through the fog.
"Jim, hello."
"Hello," the column leader called out. "Can you tell me where we're going?" The voice came back through the fog: "Into the river. I just came out."
WINDY
The weather was really windy and a soldier said to his buddy: "When I was stationed in Florida there was such a heavy wind that you had only to walk out of the barracks, stretch out your arms to yawn, and the next thing you knew you were flying over the place."
FIRST
"I should see America first," a GI said when they wanted to ship him overseas.
NEVER
The sergeant was screaming at the private who seemed to be completely out of step.
"You'll never be a soldier!" he barked.
"You're right," answered the private timidly. "So let me go home."
ALL THE SAME NO ESCAPE
(Another one from the draft humor folklore)
Two young Americans were discussing those vexatious draft problems. One of them said: "You know, Sam volunteered for Army service?"
"Did he?" the other exclaimed in disbelief, "Was he really fired with patriotism and decided to enlist?"
"He was to be drafted the following week anyhow."
ARDUOUS CLIMBING
Two drunk GIs were returning home to their barracks. By mistake they got on a railroad line and started weaving along the tracks. One hicked, "Jim, I never saw such a long ladder with so many steps on the obstacle course in my service."
The other gurgled, "It's not the steps that bother me, it's the low railing."
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Applying for a job the man said to the personnel manager: "No, I'm not married, but I learned to take orders in the Army."
WITHOUT TRACES
(from the folklore stock)
They say that the CIA trains its agents to open safes with their feet. "We admit," say the CIA experts, "it'll take our agents a longer time to get desired documents, but, boy, how it will coniuse the finger-print experts from foreign counterintelli-gence services!"
DESERT OPERATIONS
(American Way)
A US general, notorious as a rabid proponent of the so-called 'ecological warfare,' at last landed himself where such maniacs actually belong — in a lunatic asylym. In his ward he was perorating about his exploits in the military field before a group of attentive mates.
"And once we were experimenting with a powerful vegetation killer in the Sahara .„"
"You mean the Sahara desert?" got curious & listener. "But there's no vegetation there. It's a desert!"
"You see!" exclaimed the general proudly. "This is what happened after our tests!"
MILITARY SECRET
Father told his schoolboy son to mail a letter he had written to an Army friend.
"Daddy," the son reported, "I've dropped the letter into the mail box."
"Have you?" exclaimed the father. "Didn't you notice that I had forgotten to write the address on the envelope."
"I did," answered the son, "but I thought it was a military secret."
YOU CAN'T WIN
Nothing the young staff officer did that day turned out right. Each time he was given a task it turned into a "bucket of worms"50 and brought with it another chewing out. Finally, at close of the day, the colonel gave him a classified message in which a subordinate commander had asked permission to do something. Turning to the captain, the colonel said, "Here, tell him to go ahead. See if you can do THAT right." The captain drafted a very correct, unclassified reply, with a text of: "1. IAW REF A, PERGRA"51
Knowing he had finally done something right, he handed the smooth message to the colonel and received the following: "For cripes sake,52 Jones, can't you do ANYTHING right? This should be CLASSIFIED."
STILL GUARANTEED
The representative of a weapon procuring company was asked if the new cannon on test with troops couldn't explode in service.
"Out of the question! The company weapons are guaranteed to serve ten years. This cannon has been in service only 9 years and 364 days."
RICH CHOICE
An Army cook announced: "We have a menu with a rich choice in our mess." "What is it?" asked one of the listeners. "It's beans, beans, or beans and beans."
SIMPLE SOLUTION
The philosophical problem of correlation of space and time which has always occupied the minds of the greatest thinkers of mankind was once practically solved by an Army sergeant who gave the following order to a fatigue party: "You, men, will dig here a ditch from this fence and until dinner time!"
UNDUE EFFECTS
A critic of a war play told the director: "Your production is very noisy — too many shots."
"Yes, but it is a war play," objected the director.
"That's right, but the shots wake up the audience."
SECURITY RISK
The Security Officer reported to the commander: "I think, sir, Sergeant Morrison should be discharged from service as unreliable for security reasons."
"Why, he is only a cook?" asked the commander. "Yes, but he's taken to the habit of spilling beans53 too often."
GRAMMAR RESEARCH
A GI reading a book. His friend cried in surprise: "What's wrong, Jeff? What book are you reading?"
"English Grammar."
"My God, Grammar of all books! What for?"
"I'd like to know what is the past tense of the word 'Army'?"
RANK HAPPY
Two young bar-happy lieutenants were discussing where they should go on Sunday.
"I don't want to go to the city park," said one, "Too many privates."
"I guess the stadium is out too," observed the other. "Too many privates."
A private who happened to overhear them spoke up: "Excuse me, gentlemen, but if you are looking for a place where there ain't no privates — why don't you go to hell?"
SIMPLE PROBLEM
The tactics instructor was putting a group of cadets through a tactical problem: "Cadet Blimps," he asked sternly, "If you were on a mounted reconnaissance patrol as a patrol leader and sighted an enemy patrol pursuing you along at sixty miles an hour, what would you do?"
The cadet smiled at such a simple problem, "Ninety miles an hour," he replied briefly.
TRAGIC END
A war veteran wound up a long-winded story on his feats of valor.
"I was lost from the patrol 5 miles behind enemy lines. What a SNAFU! I looks54 to the left and what do I see?"
"What was it?"
"A sniper has me right in his sights."
"What the hell happened?"
"I glances55 around fast... and there looking down my throat there was a machine gun at the edge of the clearing. Blimey, Joe, I think to myself, it's taps for you."56
"Tell us what happened?"
"What do you think happened? I got killed."
NO COMPLAINTS
An inspecting general dropped in at company barracks where he saw a rookie.
"Have you anything to say against your superiors?" he asked.
"Me, not," was the reply. "But they do have."
DOES NOT APPLY TO SERGEANTS
A soldier asked his sergeant: "Is it right that men descend from apes?"57
"Men, may be," explained the sergeant. "But sergeants definitely don't."
CAUTIOUS
The sergeant commands: "Eyes right!" Everybody in the platoon complies only Private Brown looks left.
"Why aren't you doing as ordered?" asks the sergeant.
"I'm afraid that the enemy can take us by surprise from the left."
LAST ROUND
The OD checks up a sentry. "Have you got cartridges?" "Yes, sir."
"Give me them. Have anything left?" "Yes, I have one cartridge, sir." "Give it to me."
"Can't, sir. I keep it in case you don't return the others."
GOING TO BED
A drunken soldier snoring in a gutter was picked up by an MP patrol and taken in a jeep to his barracks. The tipsy warrior began taking off his uniform in the back seat.
"What are you doing, boy?" warns him an MP. "There are yet 10 miles to go to your barracks."
"You should have told me it earlier, man, I have already put my boots out of the room."
REDUCING GYMNASTICS
A fat officer did his best to avoid physical training. At last he was asked by his CO: "What do you do for exercise, Major?"
"I sit around and read mystery stories and let my flesh creep."58
ON THE DOUBLE
At the reception a clerk was putting down the names of inductees.
"What's your name?" asked he a man in the line. "Spell it."
"O, double T, I, double U, E, double L, double-"
"Just a minute. Begin again." The man dutifully began again.
"O, double T, I, double U — "
"I give up. What is your name?"
"My name is Ottiwell Wood. Spelled O, double ,T, I, double U, E, double L, double U, double O, D."
[image: image7.png]



"As I see it there are two
kinds of Marines in th'
world — ex-Marines an'
those that wishes they
wifz ex-Marines."
WHAT'S THE DOPE?
The CO called up Private Smith. "Smith, how do you like dopes and drinks?" "Before answering I'd like to know, sir, if it is a question or an offer?"
DISPOSAL OF THE BATTLE DEAD
The TV repairman was trying to locate the trouble in the TV set. The six-year old lad watched the whole operation, fascinated.
"I'll bet," he said, "if you'd clean out the dead soldiers from war pictures from the bottom of the set it would work again."
THROUGH CHANNELS
A staff officer made an inquiry about a certain case to an officer in another staff section, who allowed the matter to slide.59
A few weeks later the first officer addressed a written complaint to the second officer's superior, and the superior passed on the memorandum with the query, "Has nothing been done?" The memo was returned marked "Yes" and was sent back to the subordinate with a laconic "What?" . "Nothing," was the comment on the memo when it was sent back to the direct superior.
MG RATTLE
The defenders of the position were in desperate plight in the face of furious assaults by the determined superior enemy. To top all, the defenders had run out of ammunition. Then the only surviving sergeant had a brilliant idea: "Hey, men, shake your heads. The enemy may take the rattle for bursts of machine gun fire!"
REALISTIC IMITATION
The brat of an Army warrant officer once addressed his father: "Dad, I've been doing sums at school all the time! Do you do any sums at your headquarters?"
"No, computers do them. You only prepare a punch card (it's a card with holes punched in it) and the machine does the work."
The greatly impressed Johnny ran to join his friends, no less reluctant to apply mathematical efforts at school, to tell about promising developments in the counting field.
After some time he returned. His new suit was all ragged, with holes cut into it with a pair of scissors.
"What's the matter, Johnny. What did you do to your beautiful brand new suit?" his mother exclaimed in horror.
"We played a computer game and I was the punch card," explained the brat.
NO TRUST
During the promotion consideration period the Personnel Officer was interviewing Major Jackson.
"Major, your service record says here that you got drunk when on duty."
"Yes, but it happened 10 years ago and I've been a teetotaller ever since," protested the Major.
"Step over, Major. Let me smell your breath," said the Personnel Officer.
HEY, DOGFACE!
Two second lieutenants were standing on a street corner one evening when a little mongrel dog trotting by mistook one of them for a fire-plug. The second lieutenant looked down in amazement.
"How in heck did that dog know I was a second lieutenant?" he cried.
QUICKER THAN THE EYE
The private jumped out of his foxhole and took off for the rear.
"Get down, you fool," yelled the lieutenant. "The enemy will see you where you are!"
"They may see where I was," the soldier shouted back, "but, by golly, nobody's gonna see where I am!"60
SLOW BUT SURE
Two dogfaces were digging a foxhole.
"What made you join the Army?" asked one.
"Well, I read one of the posters that said: Join the Army and see the world! And I been doin' it — a shovelful at a time,"
PUTTING HIS FIST DOWN
Sergeant O'Brien was reputed to be the toughest noncom in the Army. One night while on pass he was whooping it up61 in a local San Francisco saloon. The more he drank the noisier he got, until the bartender refused to serve him another drink.
"What?" roared O'Brien. "Gimme whiskey or I'll rip this whole joint to pieces!"62
With this ultimatum he banged his fist down on the bar — and at that very moment one of the worst earthquakes in California's history struck.
When the sarge regained consciousness, he was sitting in a mass of debris and timbers. He grinned happily through broken teeth and bellowed, "Why didn't somebody tell me I was that strong?"
PROPER COMPANION
A lonely Ranger on leave in a city park dropped a coin in a computer, dating machine. One of the questions asked was: "What's your hobby?" When he facetiously replied (recalling his special mountain warfare training), "Mountain climbing" he got a card suggesting a goat as his date.
NEW JUDO?
Corporal Brugg staggered back to the barracks one night in a terribly battered condition. His explanation to the boys was as follows:
"Well, you see, this big wise guy up and got fresh with me,63 and I stuck my ear firmly between his teeth and threw him heavily on the ground on top of me."
LEADER OF MEN
Private Wonnegut reported in great excitement: "Sarge! Hey, sarge! I just spotted some enemies in the woods over there!"
"Fine," said the sarge. "Go in there and bring them out."
"Look, sarge, I don't mind going in, but if you see a bunch of guys running out, for God's sake, don't shoot the first one."
PAPER WORK
The first sergeant was in the hospital for surgery. His friend, the supply sergeant, sent him a get-well card with the additional message scribbled inside: "If they take anything out, make sure they sign for it."
OFFICER MATERIAL
Grinshaw wasn't much good in the field, but he passed his written exams with flying colors and, eventually, received word he was qualified for officers candidate school (OCS). His sergeant brought him the news.
"Well, Grinshaw, I hear you're going to OCS. I'm sure you'll make a fine officer, and that's the way it should because you'll never be a soldier."
TIME WASTER
Junior was home on leave after some time in the Army.
"Well, son, how do you like the Army?" asked his dad.
"Oh, it ain't bad," said Junior, "but I think there's too much drillin' and fussin' around between meals."
NOT THE WORSE EVIL
The night was dark. The sentry wanted a smoke. "Hey, Mac," he shouted to a passer-by. "Gimme a cigarette, will you?"
Then he noticed that the passer-by was a general.
"I'm sorry, sir," he gasped, snapping to attention.
"That's all right, soldier," said the general. "You're just lucky I wasn't a second lieutenantl"
MAKING LIGHT
(Economical Way)
Two GIs huddled in a foxhole. One, a tough-back woodsman from Texas, calmly rolled a cigarette from makin's. 64 Having finished, he put it to his lips, tilted his head back and raised upward until the cigarette barely cleared the top of the foxhole.
"Bang! Zing!" A bullet from a sniper's rifle hit the tip of the cigarette and lit it. The Texan settled back comfortable. "Never fails," he drawled. "Do it like that every time. Saves matches."
"But, Alvin, ain't that dangerous?"
"Now," said Alvin, "I don't inhale."
BIG GUN SHOT
The sentry challenged the uniformed figure that had just entered the camp.
"Major Jones," came the reply.
"Sorry, sir," said the sentry. "I can't let you proceed without the password."
"Oh, hell, I've forgotten it," snapped the major. "You know me well enough."
"Can't help it, sir," the sentry persisted. "Must have the password."
"Don't stand there arguing all night, Bill," came a voice from the guard room. "Shoot'im!"
ONE FOR THE SHOW
When little Reggie was inducted into the Army, he was advised to act tough.
"That's the only way to command respect in the Army,"65 his friends said. So Reggie did his best to carry out the advice. He swaggered all around camp, bragging, blustering and talking out of the corner of his mouth.
"Show me a sergeant and I'll show you a dope," Reggie shouted.
No sooner had he spoken than a brawny, battle-hardened figure appeared.
"I am a sergeant!" he bellowed. "I am a dope," whispered Reggie.
TWO CHOICES
An Army volunteer sat down to his first meal in the mess. He surveyed his plate and asked the mess sergeant, "Don't I get any choice?"
 "Yes," was the reply. "You take it — or you leave it.» 66
PHOTO-FINISH
A soldier stationed overseas one day received a 'Dear John' letter from his girl-friend back in the States, telling him she was going to marry and would he please return her picture. The boy collected phoios, snapshots, and pin-up pics67 from every soldier on the post. Then he packed the collection in a huge crate and shipped it to the fickle wench.
Upon opening the crate, she found a note reading: "Please pick out your picture and return the rest to me. This is a little embarrassing, but I don't remember which one is yours."
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"Okay, Sarge, okay — I'll have the brakes checked."
COLD WAR
A soldier home from a station on the South Pole was asked if it was cold there.
"Horribly cold," he said. "They have no thermometer there, so it gets just as cold as it pleases."
BIG SECRETS (OF BIG BRASS)
A famous admiral and an equally famous general were fishing together when a sudden squall came up. When it died down both eminent warriors were struggling helplessly in the water.
The admiral floundered his way back to the boat and pulled himself painfully in. Then he fished out the general, using an oar.
Catching his breath, he puffed: "Please don't say a word about this to anyone. If the Navy found I can't swim I'd be disgraced.
"Don't worry," the general said. "Your secret is safe. I'd hate to have my men find out I can't walk on water."68
TELL-TALE SIGN
Sergeant Holms stared at Private Rollinson for a while and commented: "Again drunk after your leave."
"Why, sergeant," tried to protest the soldier. "I'm sober as a judge!"
"Then why are you shaving your face in the looking glass?" remarked the observant noncom.
JUST COASTING
The physical training instructor was drilling a platoon of soldiers.
"I want every man to lie on his back, put his legs in the air and move them as though he were riding a bicycle," he explained. "Now begin!"
After a few minutes, one of the men stopped.
"Why did you stop, Smith?" demanded the officer.
"If you please, sir," said Smith, "I'm freewheeling for a while."
THAT'S THE ARMY ALL OVER
The young soldier's first child, born in an Army hospital, was wrinkled, as newborn babies are likely to be.69
"If that isn't just like the Army," remarked the GI, "to issue him a birthday suit that doesn't fit."
BE MORE SPECIFIC
After roll-call the sergeant prepared to assign details. He reached for his pencil. It wasn't in his pocket.
"It's behind your ear, sarge," a private volunteered from the ranks.
"Damn it, son," the top kick snapped. "Where is the military precision in your report? I'm a busy man. Which ear?"
TRAINING OVERSIGHT
A general phoned to the WAC School Commandant: "Say, colonel, do you train steno secretaries for the Army?"
"Yes, general."
"Then why don't you show them the right procedures?"
"What's it?"
"My new secretary, just out of school, has no experience. I told her to sit down for some dictation and she looked around for a chair."
COMPLETE
At the medical examination board at an Army reception center enlistees get an unsettling introduction to the military mentality. On the walls is this sign: "Please Disrobe To The Waist From Both Ends."
DISRESPECT FOR A SUPERIOR
The sergeant has been berating a private for a long time: "Private Milton, your disgraceful conduct is a glaring example of insubordination and insolence towards a superior!" he shouted.
"But, sergeant, you've been talking for a whole hour and I haven't said a word. Where do you see
'insubordination and insolence towards a superior'?"
"No, you haven't said anything," snapped the sergeant, "but you've been listening in a most aggravating manner, and I'm not going to stand for it!"™
MISSES
(in both senses)
Two soldiers were talking about their wives. "Does your wife miss you much?"71 asked one. "No, she throws remarkably straight for a woman."
WARMER CLIMES PREFERRED
A soldier stationed in Greenland wrote to his parents: "It is so cold here that nearly all the inhabitants have to live somewhere else."
OVEREXPOSURE
One private asked another: "How did you manage to get arrested by MPs, Mac?"
"Well, I was- out very late on a binge with a friend and he advised me to take off my uniform and shoes when I got to the barracks, and sneak up the stairs quietly so that if the sergeant sees me he may think I was just visiting the head."
"So what?"
"Well, when I got upstairs I found I was on top of a bus without any clothes on."
FORCE OF HABIT
A sergeant was bawling out a bunch of rookies. He stopped before a married recruit and yelled: "Stand up straight, keep your back erect, pull your stomach'in, and button up your coat, private."
"Yes, darling," acknowledged the order the private absent-mindedly.
DREAM LAND
Her son was on overseas duty with address Fleet Post Office, New York commonly abbreviated as FPO, NY. She wrote: "My son, I guess you are in a beautiful oriental country with such an exotic name FPO, NY. Is it in Japan?"
SURROUNDED
"As I advanced the enemy shot me in the chest," reported the corporal.
"Sit down," said the lieutenant, "and tell me about it."
"I can't," said the corporal. "I also retreated."
TRUE TO HIS SALT
A personnel officer of a unit was recuperating from surgery. Flowers were sent to him, with an appropriate card signed by all the members of the department. He took a look at the card with all its signatures and announced: "We're overstaffed."72
IGNORANCE IS NO DISGRACE
The little brother of an Army radar operator asked: "Jim, tell me how does a radar work?"
"The radar transmitter emits brief impulses of electromagnetic waves which are reflected from the target and received by a special receiver. Since the speed at which electromagnetic waves propagate is exactly known and the time they take to travel to the target and back can be determined with a great degree of accuracy it is possible to determine the range to the target as well as the direction to it."
His brother pondered a moment, then said: "As long as you don't know, Jim, why don't you just say so?"
MAINTENANCE ADVICE
A sign in a maintenance shop provides advice: "If it works — don't fix it."
DIAGNOSIS
"You've got a touch of pneumonia," said the medical officer after examining the new enlistee.
"Are you sure, sir?" queried one worried man. "I have known people in civvy street to be told they have pneumonia but then to die of something quite different."
"You are not in civil life, Samson. You're in the Army!" thundered the medical officer. "And if you get treated in the Army for pneumonia, you die of pneumonia."
STAGGERING
The sergeant said at a kit inspection parade: "The stuff to be found in a soldier's kit bag is positively staggering."73
A soldier commented: "And so is the bloke underneath."
ABNORMALITY
A man had enlisted in the Army after serving with the Navy for four years. -Upon his enlistment, he had to undergo the same physical and mental examinations as any other Army recruit.
After his interview with the Army psychiatrist, he was stunned to read the note which the psychiatrist had written on his medical report: "Four years' naval service. No other psychiatric abnormalities."
BLOODSHED
The first reveille at a Marine Corps boot camp was a nightmare for boots. But they finally managed to dress and line up. The sergeant was going at them a tongue-lashing for being so slow and sloppy, when a still undressed figure slithered into line. The sergeant stormed over and glared into the boy's cut and bleeding face. "Soldier," began the sergeant in a quiet voice of controlled frustration, "did it take you all this time to shave?"
"Yes, sir," replied the recruit, "the blood kept washing off the lather."
ALL IS WELL
Something had gone wrong with the truck. The driver, Private Gordon, climbed out of the cabin and after rummaging a bit in the motor, reported to the sergeant: "Everything is OK, sarge! But we can't go on any more. The gear box has gone U/S."74
PRECISE ATTENTION
"Cadet Brown," snapped the instructor, "why aren't you listening?" "Yes, I am, sir," protested the cadet. "Then repeat my last words!" "Cadet Brown, why aren't you listening?"
SIMPLE THING
The OD sees a sentry on the post with an open umbrella over his head.
"I've never seen in my long service a soldier who would be afraid of rain!"
"I am not afraid, sir. The simple thing is that I've got the umbrella at hand."75
STEEL NERVES
At an arms shop the salesman asked the buyer: "Excuse me, sir, but what do you want that pistol for?"
"I'll run hot foot to bump off my damned neighbor!" replied the buyer with determination.
"Then I'd advise you to do it tomorrow morning. Accurate shooting needs steel nerves!"
CLEANLYNESS IS NEXT TO GOODNESS
Three brats (Army, Navy and Air Force) were boasting about their respective fathers.
"My daddy is in the Army and he bathes twice a week!" said Henry.
"That's nutting," said Butch. "My daddy is in the Navy and he bathes three times a week and even, sometimes, in the sea."
"Oh yeah?" said Percival, not wishing to be out-daddied,76 "My daddy is in the Air Force and he keeps himself so clean in the air he never has to take a water bath."
BACKWARD PROGRESS
Private Edwards, who had determined not to be late from his leave this time, boarded the train sharp on the dot of the hour to arrive on time to the barracks where, he was sure, the sergeant was already waiting with a big watch to expose latecomers. The station clock shows 23.00. When the train stops at the next station the station clock shows 23.05. The third station clock shows 23.10. The fourth 23.20.
With a deprecation the private jumps off the train. "Hell, I've taken the train moving in the back direction!"
NO PRESUMPTION
Private Smith was brought before the Provost Marshal. The Provost Marshal asked the MP: "So you presume the man was driving when drunk?"
"No presumption, sir," said the cop. "I simply said he sat in his truck for three hours in front of an excavation with a red lantern on the road waiting for the light to go green."
PROFESSIONAL BOLO
A VIP was on a visit to a school of snipers for Ranger units.
When the visiting brass hat was about to light a cigarette the school commandant gave terse order to a trainee: "Light it!"
Without aiming the trainee fired his pistol and lighted the cigarette. When the general finished smoking the commandant barked the order:
"Now put it out!" Another trainee fired a snap shot and the cigarette went out.
The raptured general suggested: "May your top marksmen shoot off my hat?"
"Naturally! And the commandant gave a sign to the third trainee who took aim and fired his rifle. But the bullet hit the general. The commandant hissed in disgust: "You wretched bolo, Johnson. You still fail to qualify for marksmanship rating!"77
MARCHING LOVER
"Why, I do love some moments in Army life!" exclaimed a new Army enlistee.
"What moments?" wondered another GI.
"When we march to the mess."
"Yes, but, Oh God, what bothering periods we've got between these marchings!" moaned his friend.
SPELLING AND WEAPON DESIGN
Little son asked his father who was a war vet: "Daddy, how do you spell the word 'barrel' — with one or double 'r'?"
Father explained with a great deal of confidence: "It depends on the design of the weapon — if it is with one barrel then we have one V, and, the other way round, if it's got two barrels then we spell the word with double 'r'."
IF I WERE
The driver had been on his back under his truck for a long time, trying hard, but to no avail, to revive the motor. Then he climbed out and reported to the sergeant: "If I were a cavalryman I'd shoot that horse!"
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' "The food's good, the
drills are easy and we get
lots of time off — I don't
like it — something's
fishy."
WEIGHTY REASONS
A GI was alone in a train car. All of a sudden, a man broke in with a pistol pointed at the soldier.
"Fork out your bucks, lad,"78 the hold-UD man demanded.
The soldier answered in a weak voice and obviously trembling in his shoes: "I haven't got any. All's left in the bar."
"Then why in hell are you shaking like donkey's tail?" asked the gangster with contempt.
"I thought you are a MP and I haven't got a pass either!"
MASCOT DOG
"Why does your dog wag its tail only up and down?"
"Its our tank crew dog and you know how crowded the tank inside is," explained the tankman.
THAT'S WHY!
The command 'mount' was sounded off. All men jumped into trucks of the column.
"What a long column!" one soldier commented.
"Why," replied another, "it all seems so because of the last vehicles."
STILL A SHOT IN THE LOCKER79
An Army recruiter delivered a windy pep talk to encourage a group of college students to join the VOLAR. But the culminating point of his oration was greeted with cat calls, whistles and projection of rotten eggs and an assortment of no less rotten vegetables and fruits.
A visitor asked a student: "Why you throw tomatoes at the man and now you are applauding him?"
"We want an encore. I still have some tomatoes left!" explained the student.
MILITARY INTEREST
A group of civilian visitors was shown around the operations room of a missile unit during an
open house demonstration. After a proud display of the latest in most sophisticated in war paraphernalia the officer guide asked: "I see, ladies and gentlemen, all of you are greatly interested in modern military matters. Have you any questions?" After a significant pause an old lady asked: "What wax do you use to polish your floor so brightly?"
OVERHEARD AT DISPENSARY
The commander told the executive officer of his unit, "I think we are going to transfer nurse Janes." "Why?" "There's been too big an increase in sick call."
BEST DIRECTION
A car driver took notice of a soldier hitching a hike.
"Where are you going, boy," he asked. "To the barracks, sir."
"Sorry, but I'm going in the opposite direction-" "So much the better!" agreed the soldier.
BUNK
A vet asked the parents what their son wrote from the Army.
"He says life is enjoyable there, food is well-balanced — every bean weighs the same. He sleeps in a comfortable bed."
"Yes," commented the vet, "that sounds as a lot of bunk."80
TRADITIONAL
A private complained to his friend: "All sergeants are the same in the language they use. Whatever you ask them they forget how rich
English is in all sorts of phrases and words. They use only one and the same stereotype word. Do you know what it is?"
"No."
"That's right."
MATRIMONIAL QUICKIE
The private pleaded for a leave on the ground that his wife needed him home. Sarcasmed the sergeant: "Do you place your wife before duty to your country, Wilson?"
"Listen, sarge," responded the soldier, "there are ten million men taking care of my country, but as far as I know I'm the only guy taking care of my wife."
PERSONNEL DEMANDS
A recruiting poster said: "VOLAR Needs L. S. M. F. T. Men!"
A boy asked the recruiting officer what was meant by this.
"All men will do: long, short, medium, fat and thin."
JUST THE MAN
"Private Roberts reporting, sergeant," reported a rookie.
"Why, I didn't call you."
"It's that man over there," the rookie pointed out. "He told me to go to the devil. And I went straight to you."
LOVELY DREAM
"I've had a lovely dream," yawned the private stretching himself at his bunk. "Who was she?" asked his buddy.
"It wasn't she. It was a him. I dreamed I was staying at a hotel, and Sergeant Lumens was the hotel porter."
"And what happened then?"
"I sent him out in the pouring rain to get me a taxi."
GAME RULES
In the psychiatric ward of an Army hospital psycho VN war vets were playing a war game. A visitor saw that Private Henderson had been hit on the head with a club (representing a grenade).
"Why isn't he falling?" he inquired.
"I'm not supposed to," the private replied, "I'm inside a tank."
GOOD LUCK
Private Wilson was riding a motorcycle when he hit a pedestrian.
"Your're lucky today, sir," he consoled the angry man. "I'm on leave today. On other days I drive a heavy Army truck."
RARE SCORE
The sergeant saw the results of the shooting exercise fired by a soldier and commented: "Congrats, Howden. That's the first time anybody made a minus score on the rifle range."
PROPER ASSIGNMENT
The assignment officer asked an Army enlistee: "What was your job before the Army, Smith?" "I was a snake charmer in the circus, sir." "Then I think you should be assigned to a Cobra unit,"81 decided the officer.
FASTER THAN BULLET
A ballistics expert at a trial asked the witness: "So you affirm that the shot was fired from a distance of 10 feet only. How happens that it didn't hit the defendant?"
"He was so quick he managed to duck when the bullet was leaving the muzzle."
DETERMINATION OF NUMBERS
At a class of Rangers training the instructor told the students: "A good Ranger is always attentive to everything around him — people and animals. He should be able to identify animals by sound and even determine how many of them are there in an area. Now let's have an exercise. I'll hide in those bushes and give you a sound. Listen!"
In the bushes he imitated, rather skillfully, the braying of a donkey three times. Then he asked: "So how many and what animals were there in the bushes?"
"One ass," was the unanimous reply.
PURPOSEFUL CAMOUFLAGE
At a vehicle inspection the commander asked Private Grieves: "Why did you paint your vehicle blue and white, and not as the unit engineer instructed. Is yours the right camouflage pattern for Army vehicles?"
"No, sir," agreed the driver, "whenever I happen to break some traffic regulations, you'll hear those MPs contradict each other."
GENEROUS COLLECTION
Sergeant Hoppkins found himself in hospital. He was visited by a soldier from his platoon: "Sarge, the men are all concerned about you. We took up a collection. We bought you this apple with the money."
PULL
One telephone operator was in touch with another (at the other end of the wire).
"Hey, Jack, the CP is moving on. Will you loose off the wire at your CP. We won't have enough to reach the place and I'll give it a pull."
INTERPRETATION OF ARMY SLANG
Mother of a son serving in an Army unit told her neighbor, "I wrote to the commander of the unit where my son was and asked him what he thought of Jim."
"So what?"
"He says Jim is a great gold brick. Now I wonder what 'gold brick' may mean?"
"Probably something very good," mused the neighbor. "Everything that is gold must be good. Can't be bad?"
"No", agreed mother, "but what is 'brick'?"
SELF-JAMMING
An Army missile system was so sensitive to electronic interference that an enterprising artillery officer went to a nearby town and asked the taxicab company there, as a matter of national security, not to turn on their two-way radios for several days of field testing of the missile.
NO TIME FOR ACCIDENT
Private Gregory was on the carpet before the unit commander. The commander said: "Gregory, the report by MP here says you've wrecked your truck. How many miles per hour were you making?" "No hours, sir. I had been out only five minutes."
REALISM
At an exhibition of military painting a visitor was admiring a picture.
"What a great realist that painter is!" he exclaimed.
"What painter?"
"The one that painted this picture 'Soldiers at Work'."
"Yes, but something is wrong there. Those soldiers aren't working at all!"
"That is just the greatest stroke of realism in the picture!"
TWO ALTERNATIVES
The COFS told his subordinates: "With my suggestions you have only two alternatives: 1) you can either back my position, 2) or do something stupid."
MASCOT FOR THE PROPER ARM OF THE SERVICE
A sergeant entered a pet shop. "We need a talking parrot as a unit mascot."
"Talking parrots have been sold out," informed the salesman. "I see from your branch insignia you're from the signal unit?"
"Yes," replied the sergeant.
"Then I could suggest a wood pecker."
"Can the wood pecker talk?"
"In a way. He is very well qualified as a Morse code operator."
HE MEANT WELL
A sentry bewildered by the many formalities of guard regulations, hailed his superior officers, while serving his sentry duty, with the challenge, "Halt! Look who's here!"
AS PRECAUTION
The company commander saw the results ot Private Gibbson's firing exercise and his face fell. The private exclaimed plaintively: "Sir, I think I am going to commit suicide by shooting myself."
"By shooting?" reasked the company commander, "Not a bad idea! But take as many cartridges as possible."
PROGRESSIVE REGRESS
When asked what he thought about the new squad radio, one Army sergeant told the man from the R&D agency: "This squad radio should be replaced with a good whistle."
FEARLESS
Little grandson asked: "Granddaddy, when you were in the Army and were posted as sentry at night, were you afraid?"
"I was, grand sonny, but only until I fell asleep."
PRECISION IN REPORTING
A ranger outfit was having training in mountain climbing. One of the men slipped and began falling into a precipice.
"Are you hurt?" asked another.
"I don't know yet," a weak voice was heard, "am still falling!"
MERE ACCIDENT
Private Klouse was asked by the judge at the trial: "Why did you shoot at that sergeant?"
"It was an accident, sir."
"Accident?"
"Yes, sir. I said an accident. I wasn't shooting at the sergeant really. I was shooting at the captain behind him."
PUSH-BUTTON WAR
A GI was asked by his friend: "Jack, what's your idea of automation in the Army?"
"It's when the soldier has nothing to do in combat but pressing buttons of a computer. His job will be done by some robots."
"That is not all. Complete automation means that buttons will be pressed by robots."
SPECIAL ORDERS
Sergeant Stymson was examining a recruit's knowledge of the sentry's special orders.
"Suppose you stand sentry at night and see a suspicious shape crawling past your post. What will you do?"
"I'll rush to help Captain Brown to get to his bed, sergeant."
NOT A BIG MOUTH
A stranger asked a GI at a bar: "Are there many soldiers like you in your division?"
"What kind of questions you're asking?" the GI exclaimed with menacing looks. "Do you think a GI doesn't know about keeping military secrets and may blurb out to any stranger that there are 15,000 men in the division?"
HIGH IQ
At an Army reception center a volunteer was undergoing an IQ test.
"Well, Nicholson, determine what it is — it's a piece of the soldier's equipment which has two soles, 12 holes for laces and is worn on man's feet?
"I can't guess, sir," was the reply.
"But it's easy, man. It's a pair of shoes. Now tell the board what piece of the soldier's equipment has the same but twice more: four soles, 24 holes for laces and is on man's feet?!"
"Dunno, sir."
"Come on, man. It's two pairs of shoes. Now the last question — what has six feet, wings and flies in May?"
"Oh, that easy," cried the volunteer, "It's three pair of shoes!"
BRAIN WAVES IN COMMUNICATIONS
Private Hudson from a signal unit reported to the commander: "Sir, I have developed a powerful radio set which can receive all stations in the world."
"That sounds promising, Hudson," remarked the commander.
"But the set has only one defect," continued the inventor.
"Which one?"
"It receives all those stations all at once."
FRAGGING DRILL?
The sergeant was holding a drill with recruits in grenade throwing.
"Here's a live grenade. You pull this pin, count one, two, three,' and throw the thing. Got it?"
"Yes, sergeant,"
"Off we go, men! Johnson, your are the first." The soldier pulled the pin, then yelled: "One, two, three. Throwing. Catch it, sergeant!"
BETTER VIEW
At a topography exercise the instructor remarked: "Morris, I told you to show lakes on the map and you've climbed a hill."
"Yes, sir, but the hill allows a better view of the terrain."
REDUCING
The unit commander summoned Sergeant Lawrence: "Sergeant, you're terribly overweight?" "Yes, sir."
"We have to resort to drastic reducing measures, sergeant." "Yes, sir."
"We'll start you out slowly — skip breakfast, lunch and dinner and only then supper!"
PRIORITY THING
Private Fox was undergoing examination for the driver's permit.
"Well, private, what does the driver do first thing if on the move a tire of his truck goes flat?" asked one of the examiners.
"First thing, in such an incident, the driver curses strongly," replied the examinee.
DEGREES OF BOREDOM
The unit chaplain commented on the response of the audiences to his sermons: "If men occasionally look at their wrist watches when I am delivering my sermon, I don't mind," he said. "But it's rather annoying when they put them to their ears to find out if they are still running."
LONG FORMULA
The instructor in chemical warfare asked soldiers in his class: "Anyone knows the formula for water?"
"Sure. That's easy," said one man.
"What is it?"
"H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O."
"What, what?" reasked the instructor.
"H to O,"82 explained the chemistry expert.
REGULATIONS DURATION
A visitor to a unit asked a sergeant: "Do the soldiers have to work long hours every day?"
"No, everything is regulation in the Army here — just sixty minutes in every hour."
CHOICE
Private Loyds was brought up before the unit CO for some offence.
"You can take your choice, private — one month's restriction or twenty day's pay," said the officer.
"All right, sir," said the bright soldier, "I'll take the money."
WESTERN?
An Army truck driver was driving the wrong way on a one-way street and was hailed by a MP cop who barked, "Hey, didn't you see the arrows?"
"Honest, Officer," the driver drawled, "I didn't even see the Indians."
SURVEILLANCE THROUGH HYPNOPEDIA
A GI told his friend from another unit: "They've installed tape recorders in the barracks for night use."
"Do they wish you to learn in sleep?" "No, the commander wishes to know what soldiers say about him in sleep."
PLAYING BALL
There was a rush of recruits into a local sports goods store. All of them ordered all the equipment for a baseball game.
"Are you sure you want all these things, boys, in the Army?" asked the salesman.
One of the rookies answered: "Yes, you see the sergeant said if we'd play ball with him83 we'd get along fine in the Army."
MAKING UP TO THE SUPERIOR
Private Bobbins said to his friend: "I'm going over to the dentist, don't you want to come?"
His friend said: "Why? I don't have any bad teeth!"
"Neither do I, but Sarge does! And I want to match!"84
BRAVERY AND CAUTION
Private Brown asked his friend of long Army experience: "Do you know, Ted, what's the difference between 'bravery' and 'caution'?"
"Bravery is like coming over to Sergeant Jilberts and telling what in hell you really think of him for everybody to hear."
"And 'caution'?"
Tell him the same but on the phone."
SUBORDINATION
An officer got on a crowded bus and a soldier jumped to his feet.
"Keep your seat," said the officer and the private took his seat again, only to get up another time a bit later. "Keep your seat, private, and forget about subordination!" ordered the democratic minded officer.
"But, sir," protested the GI, "I have to get off. I have already missed my stop."
OPTIMISTS AND PESSIMISTS
An optimist is a soldier who knows that the command "Shun" will be followed by an "At ease" command; a pessimist is defined as a soldier who is aware of the command "At ease" being followed by a "Shun."
SOUND CAMOUFLAGE
During an exercise in ambush operations the sergeant noticed that a paratrooper was without his submachine gun. "Where's your gun, Smith?" roared the sergeant.
"I've lost it when jumping, sergeant," reported the bow legs.
"Blunderhead! You must have sold it to a gang and spent money on drinks?" yelled the sergeant. "At least hide here in the bushes and when you see 'enemy' soldiers, shout this way: 'Tut, tut, tut.' Got it?"
"Yes, sergeant," saluted the man.
After a while he saw 'aggressor' Red leg soldiers approaching his ambush place and pushing something invisible forward. It was time to open fire nearly point blank. So he shouted at the top of his voice: "Tut, tut, tut, tut," dutifully imitating SMG bursts. The 'aggressor' soldiers hit the ground in high grass and began shouting back: "Bang, bang, bang!"
RECONNAISSANCE NEGLECTED
The commander was having four Rangers from his unit on the carpet.
"Well, lads, how do you explain your disgraceful conduct last night when all four of you took to flight from one drunk infantryman with a toy pistol?"
"We failed to find out which of us he was after, sir."
TEAR STORY
Private Lumens was asked by his commander: "Lumens, why did you throw CS grenade issued you for riot control actions into the pool with the crocodile in the zoo when you were on leave yesterday?"
"I wished to see the crocodile's tears at last, sir," explained the CW (and biology) addict.
IDENTIFICATION BY FIRE
The commanding officer of unit in the local garrison received a telephone call from the manager of the city bus company. "Sir, it's outrageous! Whenever city bus 14 passes your unit barracks your men shoot at it with all weapons!"
"Do they hit it?"
"Fortunately they do not hit people. But they hit bus tires with remarkable accuracy."
"Accuracy? Then they are not my men. Most of my men are professional bolos."
THEN WHERE?
Two young men met.
"Did you tell your Vietnam vet father about your intention to join the Army?" asked George. "No, not yet," answered the first. "Then where did you get your black eye?"
STANDING JOKE
The following goes as a standing joke among Americans: "The enemy will never be so stupid as to try to destroy the Pentagon with missiles or bombs aimed at 'Target No Г. Doing this the enemy would only put an end to the blatant incompetence playing havoc there."85
COMMON GOAL
Colonel Gregory on the board of officers was interviewing an applicant for OCS. He asked him his favorite question: "Soldier, what are we all in the US Army for? What goal we're working for?"
"Oh, to retire, sir," was the immediate reply.
STATE AND MILITARY SECRETS
Two American citizens met in the street.
"Hello, Henry. Where do you work?"
"It's a state secret..."
"And what do you produce?"
"It's a military secret. How can you expect me to tell that. I can only tell you I get a buck for a hand grenade produced."
QUICK REPORTING
Private Brown was returning back to his unit barracks after leave when he was held up by some tough guys. He tried to apply what he had learned about self-defense techniques but was shot, stabbed and beaten up hard and robbed by the thugs. He crawled painfully on his hands and knees all the way to his barracks. He inched his way up the steps to the door and up the staircase where he fell at the sergeant's feet. The sergeant gloated: "Will you explain, Brown, why you didn't salute officers on your way here? There are a couple of reports on you already here!"
ADVENTURE IN THE BOONDOCKS
A Ranger from a 'Green Berets' unit was retelling his dreadful adventures in the boondocks in Vietnam.
"One day I was walking on patrol along a path in the boondocks and suddenly saw a snake."
"What horror!" a lady listener gasped.
"But when I came closer to it I saw it wasn't a snake at all, but a stick. My, wasn't { terrified!"
"But if it wasn't a snake but only a stick, why were you terrified?" asked another listener.
"Yeah," the vet explained, "but the stick I picked -up to hit the snake with was a snake!"
RELIGIOUS CLASSIFICATION
A unit chaplain kept his files of sermons. He had them classified: "Sacred" and "Top Sacred."86
FIGHTING TERMS
Two Army officers' wives were discussing society news.
"Colonel Gilbert's homely daughter announced her engagement but I think it was just a skirmish."
BEST SENSOR
After listening to a lecture on the latest developments in the field of Army sensors a major remarked: "I am convinced that Private Fielding in my battalion will make the best sensor."
"Why do you think so?"
"He must have a sixth sense. There's certainly no sign of the other five."
IRONS IN THE FIRE
An officer from a maintenance shop submitted a war adventure story to a military magazine. After some waiting he wired the editor, "Please report on my story immediately as I have other irons in the fire."87
An answering wire read: "We see that keeping irons in the fire was your principal adventure in the war. We considered your story and advise you to put it with the other irons."
TOO HIGH
A producer was about to shoot a war film. He was interviewing applicants for the hero's part. One actor delighted him: "You've got all the earmarks of a real GI! By the way, what's your salary?"
"$ 1,000 a week," said the Hollywood star.
"Sorry," snapped the producer. "Privates in the US Army do not get such a high pay!"
STATEMENT OF PREFERENCE
An inspector had made a round of the facilities of the mess and said to the mess sergeant testily: "I must say I don't like all the flies in your mess hall."
"Tell me which ones you don't like," said the mess sergeant eagerly, "and I'll chase them out immediately!"
LUCKY ONE
Private MacNab was grumbling about a stiff deduction from his pay as insurance money. The unit counsellor was trying to sell him the idea of the necessity of insurance for a GI.
"Today you flit happy as a butterfly from flower to flower," he pointed out. "Tomorrow you may be lying prostrate in the trench on the battlefield."
MacNab looked skeptical.
"Take Wooley, for example. A week after he took out a $ 10,000 policy,88 he was sent to VN where he had both legs and arms cut off after being hit by a shell."
"You see," cried out the counsellor, "But he was one of the lucky ones."
NEW COOKING RECIPE
The mess sergeant greeted men one day with a happy smile. "You won't grumble about your grub today boys, I hope. Your dinner is going to be different today," he advertised. "I've just read in the cooking manual that you have to add water to those dehydrated foods in the rations."
MYSTERY WRAPPED IN ENIGMA
General Taylor was a great lover of written instructions to his COFS couched in down-right 'gibberish' to be incorporated in planning masterpieces particular to be issued in the form of operation orders.
Once his COFS asked: "General, what do you mean by this passage in your writings? I'm absolutely baffled?"
The general read it over twice, shrugged his shoulders, and said, "When I wrote that, God and I knew what it meant, but now God alone knows."
CHOW HOUNDS' JOKES
A chow hound met another chow hound. "What do you think, Mason, how many C-rations can you eat on an empty stomach?"
"I'm sure I can consume five rations," was the qualified answer.
"Well, it's impossible."
"Why?"
"Because after you've eaten the first one you won't eat on an empty stomach any more."
"That's right! I'll tell this first-rate joke to that glutton Calvin."
Next day Mason cornered Private Calvin.
"What do you think, Eddy, how many С rations can you devour at a go on an empty stomach?"
"Six."
Mason pulled a long face. "It's a pity!"
"Why?"
"Had you said 'five' I'd have told you a first-rate joke!"
IMPRESSIVE ABBREVIATION
To add significance to his position an executive officer (XO) posted outside his door the following sign: "EXXO".
CHALLENGE ACCEPTED
A drunk GI in a bar was challenging every customer to fight with him. One witty man said: "Okay, I'll fight you. You go outside and if I am not out there in five minutes, start without me!"
NEW RANK?
A frightened private, just volunteered for service in the Army and very conscious of rank, had just moved into a new apartment when the landlord came to meet him.
"You must be the new tenant?"89
The private immediately replied, "Oh, no, sir. I'm only a private."
FAME
A Pentagon general ran into a neighbor from his home town.
"Do the folks in town still remember me, perhaps with a little bit of pride?" he asked hopefully.
"Maybe," said the farmer neighbor. "As a matter of fact, we have a tablet put up in front of your old house."
"Is that so?" exclaimed the general. "What does it say?"
"It says, '8 miles to Greenville'."
CIVILIAN TRADITIONS
"Why is it," the captain who was inspecting the new arrivals asked the sergeant, "that all the tall, good-looking recruits are in the front rank and the small, unprepossessing ones in the rear?"90
"Beg your pardon, sir," answered the sergeant, "you see, in civvy street I operated a fruit stand."
GENERAL EDUCATION
(Army Way)
At general education classes the teacher asked private Jackson: "What are the principal parts of the sentence?"
"Solitary confinement and bread and water."
INTERPLANETARY COMMUNICATION
MARS (Military Affiliated Radio System) has, as part of its job, to make 'telephone patches' (contacts) via radio to enable overseas servicemen to talk with their families and friends at home.
One serviceman called a woman in the USA: "Hello, this is the MARS radio station calling."
There was a moment of silence. Then the excited voice came back: "Hello, Mars. This is Earth."
FINDING ONE'S WAY
In the part of an operation order dealing with traffic regulations for division movement there were the following instructions: "Detour signs will be placed so that no one will have any trouble getting lost."
C-in-C
A Pentagon brass hat wished to place a call to a missile base, CONUS, but he dialled a wrong area code and got a wrong number. When the telephone call was answered the general asked if he might speak to the commander of the base. A long pause followed. Then he heard a man holler, "Honey, it's for you!"
MAGIC BRIDGE
A group of soldiers came to the river spanned by a temporary bridge. Not seeing the notice that said it was unsafe, they began to cross. The bridge keeper ran after them in protest.
"It's all right," declared the sergeant, not understanding the reason for the old man's haste. "We're soldiers."
"I'm no caring aboot that,"91 was the reply. "Soldiers or no soldiers but if you donna get off the bridge you'll be angels."
MEDICAL COUNTDOWN
An elderly fellow, suffering from insomnia, decided to see a doctor.
"Count from ten to zero and repeat until your eyelids are heavy. That way of counting is the last word in medical science."
A few days later, the sufferer returned to the doctor's office.
"You seem the worse for wear,"92 said the physician.
"It's the effect of the advice. I count but when I reach 'zero' I always jump out of bed."
"Why?" asked the doctor.
"In the Army I was a missile man," he replied
COMMUNICATIONS WITHOUT COMMUNICATION
At Army Communications School a seminar was planned but called off. But everybody came to attend. Nobody had thought to notify those that were to attend. The seminar topic was 'Communications — US Army'.
TECHNICAL PRECISION
A cat got into the pipeline system of a missile site when it was drained. In the report the plumbing technician wrote in the graph "Type of Work': "Called 'Kitty, Kitty, Kitty' — 5 times a minute." In the graph 'Time Consumed by Operation' he wrote: "60 minutes (5 times a minute — 300:5= 60)."
NO AGREEMENT
After hearing the sergeant talk the commander remarked: "Y'know, sarge, a man with a GT score like yours should have a low voice too."
TECHNICAL DIALOGUE
An electrical technician asked the store keeper: "Do you have any four-volt, two-watt bulbs, sergeant?"
"For what?"93
"No, two?"
"Two what?"
"Yes."
"No."
BEGINNER'S PLUCK
When he came home on leave after short service in the Army his parents asked him how he liked his first months in the Army.
"You know," he said, "A six-year old boy was also asked how he liked his very first day at school. He replied: 'Guess what, Mom? They want me back I could answer in the same way.' "
HALO OF MYSTERY
A man decided to take advantage of the halo of mystery surrounding all sorts of hush-hush military projects. He painted his car military fashion (OD with a touch of camouflage94) and stenciled the letters on the sides: USC 275-20-2552. From then on he traveled wherever he pleased and MPs waved him through the roadblocks.
A friend asked him: "What do the letters USC stand for?"
"US Citizen and the number is my Social Security Number."
WRONG POINT OF DEPARTURE
During troop maneuvers a sergeant in command of a patrol inquired a farmer on the road side: "What's the way to Bradback?"
The farmer replied: "Well, Mister, if I was going to Bradback, I'd be damned if I'd start from here."
ATHLETICS PROBLEMS
When asked what was the most difficult task in coaching the unit team of athletes, a coach replied, "Separating the menu from the chow hounds."
PRECISE DIAGNOSIS
A gold brick appeared at the medical bay.
"What's wrong with you this time, Collins?" the medical officer asked.
"I have a fatal disease, sir."
"What is it?"
"It's encephalitic digitaliscontaorbitalis inflam-monitis,"95 fired away the man bent on blinding the doc with his medical erudition.
"Nonsense," protested the doctor. "You wouldn't know whether you had that or not. With that particular disease, there's no discomfort of any kind."
"Good heavens!" the private gasped. "My symptoms exactly."
INCOMPLETE READINESS
The sergeant was reporting to the commander: "But, sir, we're not fully combat-ready... not all of my men have haircuts yet."
HOPE — EVEN AGAINST HOPE
A party of Army engineers with reinforcements from an infantry unit were working at a highway construction site. The visiting commander told to put a warning sign: "Men Working Ahead." The sign was put with an addition by a GI wit: "You hope."
WRONG HIT
A traffic sign in an Army camp area: "Drive Carefully... The Man You Hit May NOT Be a Lifer."
NOT THAT MAD
A lunatic who had just escaped from a lunatic ward in Detroit or elsewhere was running past the
Army recruiting center with ward orderlies in hot pursuit. The recruiting officer who saw the scene shouted, "Hey, Mac, this is just the occasion for you to join the Army."
"Hell no," cried the man, not stopping for a minute, "I may be crazy but I'm not stupid."
CONCLUSIVE CHECK
The Army recruiting center received a reply on its inquiry at the FBI about the background and record of a volunteer applying for Army service.
The reply said: "We can definitely state that Richmond, Henry is a loyal American citizen, fingerprints including."
MANOR ANIMAL?
A frightened lady in a train car screamed to draw the guard's attention.
"Quick, a strange animal has got into my berth!" "Animal? How does it look?" "Judging by many stripes it's a zebra." Investigations revealed an Army sergeant snoring blissfully in the berth in full uniform with all hash marks.
FAMILY QUARREL
The commanding officer faced Private Raymond sternly. "Well, Raymond, what do you say? Are you really married as your records say?"
"Why, sure, sir," reported the soldier.
"Then why does the unit censor say you and your wife sending only clean sheets of paper to each other?"
"We've had a quarrel recently and aren't on speaking terms96 at present, sir."
IMMEDIATE PRECAUTION
The sergeant received a call from his wife.
"Oh, Ted, a terrible thing has happened — our little Rhonnie has swallowed a cartridge from your shotgun! What should I do?"
"Leave him quiet for a while and don't aim him at anybody, for God's sake," were the immediate instructions (showing a person wise in weapon handling).
SAVING DEFINITION
The CO berated the sergeant for untidiness and discomfort in the unit barracks. The sergeant mused: "Barracks is barracks, sir. May be it'll seem less like a barracks if we call it a 'multiple occupancy bachelor pad'."97
DIFFERENT VIEWS
A newly arrived chaplain officer for temporary duty (TDY) at a camp was assigned to BOC (bachelor officers' quarters) near a picturesque body of water. He asked the clerk for a room with a view.
When the chaplain entered the assigned room and looked out the window, he saw a steady stream of WAC women entering and leaving the WAC women officers' quarters.
SPOTS
The medical officer at an Army recruiting center was examining an applicant: "Now, Smith, can you see the chart better with these glasses?"
"Yes, sir."
"And what about the spots before your eyes?"
"I can see them better, too, sir."
NO SECURITY RISK
Two ASA (Army Security Agency) officers were cleaning up a waste basket in General Eliot's office to see if there were any scraps with secret information on them.
"Just look at this," grumbled one as he uncrump-led a sheet of paper from the waste basket. "That general's secretary is a suspicious individual. Why, she can't type. Mis-spellings, erasures, smudges, skip spacings ...98 Isn't it suspicious?"
"Boy, she must really be built!"99 exclaimed the younger assistant.
HARD BUT FOR EVERYBODY
A private who was a member of a hard working party complained to the sergeant: "Sergeant, you've got hard labor work for us this time. It's killing us."
"Nonsense," summed up the sarge. "Hard work never kills anybody ... who supervises it."
GREATER HONOR
The new colonel was reviewing his new outfit he was taking over, trying to appear highly democratic to everyone in the line of soldiers.
He came over to a young boy, looking very shy.
"Well, lad, keep your chin up, even when addressed by a big man. Here, you may shake my hand and report to your dad you have shaken the hand of the colonel himself. He'll sure be proud of such honor befallen to his son. By the way what's your dad?"
"A general, sir."
FRENCH CUTIE?
The recruiting officer was congratulating a volunteer accepted for service in the Army: "From now on number one in the charts for you will be a nice little thing called 'Reveille'."
At home the man boasted to his friends: "And then the recruiting officer made a hint at prospective service abroad and meeting some cuties."
LAUGHS AHOY
(Navy Humour)
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WRONG DRILL
"Man overboard!" shouted the young sailor on his first voyage. Amid great confusion the ship was stopped. The sailor reported to the captain.
"All my fault, sir. I made a mistake shouting 'Man overboard'."
"Be more attentive next time, John," the captain said signalling for full steam ahead.
"Yeah," explained the sailor, "it wasn't a man. It was an officer."
NATURE HAS ITS WAY
An old salt saw a very sophisticated device aboard the ship.
"What's that?" he asked.
"That's the fog bell, sonar-operated, computer-assisted," was the explanation.
"No goodde. Lighthouses shine, whistle blow, bell ring, fog come all same," 10° commented the old tar.
GRIPES
A committee was appointed to call on the ship's captain and register a complaint about the kind of food sailors were getting.
"Want to complain about the grub, eh," growled the Old Man. "What's the matter with it? Not enough of it?"
"Oh, yes, sir," said the spokesman. "There's plenty of it, much as it is."
The Old Man scowled even more menacingly.
"Not good enough, eh?"
"Oh, yes, sir, it's very good, what there is of it."
SEA YARN
The old mariner was spinning a yarn. "Yes, for three days and nights we worked at the pumps, and still the water gains on us. At last we gave up the hopeless struggle. There we was ш — sinkin', sin-kin', expecting to perish every 'arf a minute. It was horful time, believe me. Suddenlike we feels the vessel arising up through the water. She riz til her keel was a'most out o'water, and we rides into port right on top o'the waves. We was saved! What happened was, they had some yeast prepared to bake bread in the galley, and then the water reached it, it rose and rose, till fairly lifted up the ship!"
ALTERNATIVE
A sailor asked his friend: "Where's Jimmy this afternoon on the shore?"
"If he knows much about boating as he thinks he does, he is out boating, but if he doesn't any more about it than I think he does, he's swimming."
KEEP HER STEADY
The officer saw a sailor weaving down the sidewalk and followed him. Every time he came to a lamp post, the drunk who was obviously 'three sheets in the wind' (as the old naval phrase goes), staggered slowly around it in the street and then back to the sidewalk.
"You better come with me, bud," said the officer, tapping him on the shoulder. "You're not fit to navigate."
"I'm awright," 102 said the gob, "I'm steering the ship right on the course. It's those posts. They come whizzing by. But I always throw the ship out of the way, don't I?"
LAUNCHING
A lady made a swing with her hand about to break a champagne bottle against the ship's bow at a launching ceremony. But the bottle hit on the head the Secretary of the Navy standing behind at the ceremony. Wits joked: "He is the first US Nav Sec launched."
PRECISE BUT LONG
The sailor rushed up to his executive officer in great excitement. He stammered and stuttered. His exec lost patience with him and shouted, "Sing it out, sailor, sing it out!" The sailor drew a deep breath and sang:
"Should auld acquaintance be forgot
And ne'er brought to mind?
The Admiral's fallen overboard — 
He's half a mile behind."
NAUTICAL LINGO
An ensign on sea duty for the first time overheard a recruit say he was going 'downstairs'.
"Listen, sailor," he snarled. "Downstairs is below. That side is starboard. That's aft and that's portside. And if I hear you say one more civilian word like that I'll throw you through that little round hole window over there!" ш
BAD BROTH
Two ship-wrecked cooks were washed ashore and captured by a band of hungry cannibals. The cannibal cook appraised the victims and said to his cannibal chief: "Shall I stew both cooks?"
"Better not, one is enough," said the chief. "Too many cooks spoil the broth." 104
DOWN-GRADED
A young seaman was brought sharply awake by a general quarters drill first night at sea. He dashed to his battle station before he realized that he failed to dress in anything.
He and his crew at battle stations were subjected to the captain's inspection.
"Out of uniform," 105 barked the skipper. The chief recorded the captain's remark as 'No life jacket'.
HIGHBROW REPORT
After turning in from a four to eight watch the seaman overslept and missed muster. When questioned he said: "Due to my metabolic inability to cope with change I did not respond to external stimuli and remained in a comatose condition."
The C.P.O., who didn't understand a word, listened to this report with awe and sent the sailor to the psychiatrist.
CHAMPION SWIMMER
"Can you swim, Porter?" one sailor asked the other.
"Ask me! Better than you, Mike! But it's nothing. Once I saw a man swimming up the Niagara Falls. Do you hear that? Up!"
"Yes, that man was me, Porter."
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"You mean after four years of
navigation all you can remember is
that moss grows on the north side of
a tree?"
NAVAL EXPRESSIONS
A sailor remarked: "If this storm keeps up we'll have to heave to." 106
A lady passenger who was sea-sick cried: "What an uncouth way of putting it."
IN THE KNOW
A Navy enlistee asked a man at the port about the location of his ship to which he was assigned.
"Hmm... let's see. I think it's over at Pier Eleven, Slip Two, Berth Forty-Six, outboard of Muhangar-ung County, which is over by the Cru Des Piers, next to C-in-C Lant Fit... or is it ServLant?"107
JUST KEEP IT QUIET
A naval officer fell overboard and was rescued by a deckhand. The officer asked the sailor how he could reward him.
"The best way, sir," replied the bluejacket, "is to say nothing about it. If the other fellows knew I'd pulled you out, they'd throw me in."
AUXILIARY POWER
During a tour of a submarine base a group of visitors were taken through a nuclear submarine. The officer escorting them laid great stress on the fact that redundancy is provided for all major components except the engine. los
"Then what do you call that?" demanded a visitor, pointing to a canoe paddle affixed to the bulkhead as a reminder of the victory of the canoe rowing team of the submarine at a canoe race.
WRONG DECODING
The commander of a force was surprised to learn that his force had been delivered many bags of sawdust. Investigation revealed that the QM wished to request beer under the code word 'sawdust'. But at the issuing end, the QM had been suddenly transferred and his successor took the request literally. The Force Signal Officer commented: "In message coding it's essential to have the right decoding table."
HELP! HELP!
On board a submarine during a surface transit in heavy weather, waves were regularly breaking over the bridge. The bridge watch were getting soaked. As one particularly large wave was about to break on top of them, the lookout turned to the officer of the deck (OOD).
"Sir, request permission to scream."
AS BIG AS LIFE
(Folklore tale)
The chief mate of an old wind jammer was on the quarterdeck peering through the telescope at the horizon when he was approached by the galley boy who asked him what he was looking at.
The mate replied: "I'm looking for the Equator, and I believe I've found it. Would you like to see it?"
"Yes, sir," answered the boy, quite excited.
As he squinted through the scope with one eye open, the other closed, the mate slyly plucked a hair from his long beard and held it across the sighting glass saying, "There now, can you see the Equator?"
"I sure can!" exclaimed the lad. "And what sure I can see a camel walking on it!"
LESS THAN HUMAN
A VIP was visiting a naval ship. Arriving at the midshipmen's cabin (in which only four people could fit comfortably) the Captain informed the VIP that 30 midshipmen were quartered there.
"It is not possible that thirty people could fit in so small a place," exclaimed the astonished VIP.
"Not thirty people, your excellence, "the Captain hastened to explain, "thirty midshipmen."
ALL AT SEA
A high-ranking officer about to board a ship was not recognized by the gangway sentry who shouted: "You can't land here."
"Some naval language!"109 commented the officer. "If I was to land here, I would go ashore."
SH-RULE
A Navy recruiting officer thus formulated the problem of making the recruit toe the line in the service: "He has to shape up in the Navy shipshape or ship out." uo
STRAIGHT
An applicant at the naval school was asked: "Do you know the Strait of Magellan?"111 "No, I've never had any boxing bout with the guy-"
SAVING SPELLING
A midget sailor fell into a bowl of alphabet soup112 in the galley and saved himself by throwing out an S.O.S.
PRAISE?
"John Gammon is known as the saltiest cook in the Navy."
CLEAN SWEEPER
Sergeant: "Did you sweep under those lockers?' Barracks Compartment Cleaner (CQ): "Yep! Everything."
ONE AND ONE EQUALS THREE
A boatswain gave the following order in the assignment of working parties: "Half of youse for'rd, half of youse aft;113 and the rest, come with me."
JUST MESSING AROUND
"Are you mess cooking here, boy?" a mess cook was asked by the officer. "Yes, sir." "Well, stop messing and start cooking."114
NO PLEASURE
A captain of the head was once brought to the mast to make a report against him. When the OOD inquired what was the nature of the offense the captain of the forecastle answered, "Why, sir, he doesn't take any pleasure in his work."
AS CONVENIENT
The ship was en route at sea and the skipper wanted to make the several time zone changes as convenient as possible for the ship's routine. His memo to the navigator read simply: "July: Sunrise. 1 would like to have sunrise at about 05.45 on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Please arrange this."
THE EYES OF THE SHIP
For days the ship had been plying the lonely winter waters of the extreme north. The seas and weather made life unfit for man or beast. Only deck watchstanders, beneath heavy layers of foul weather apparel, subjected themselves to the endless punishment of the elements.U5 One watch over the phone circuit came the following:
"Lookouts, this is Combat; is it still snowing out there?"
"Lookouts, aye," came a muffled reply, "Wait one."116
WATERTIGHTNESS CHECK
At a naval barracks the enlisted men were being given their shots prior to going overseas. One lad, having received his series of injections, asked for a glass of water.
"What's the matter, Mate?" asked the sick bay attendant. "Do you feel pain?"
"No, just want to see if I'm still watertight."
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"You were right! That floating mine wasn't a mirage after all!"
ANTICIPATORY REACTION
It was the visiting Admiral's wont to appear on the bridge during the dog watches and order 'Man overboard'.
A sub-lieutenant thoroughly briefed the bridge staff on what to do in the case of 'Man overboard' being exercised.
The next evening the Admiral duly appeared and said, "Good evening, Sub." Immediately six short blasts were sounded, the lifeboat alarm pealed, Flag Oscar broke at the yard arm,ш and two lifeboats floated majestically astern.
When the noise had abated, the Admiral enquired, "What's the devil happening?"
A red face Sub was heard to reply timidly, "You did say 'Man overboard', didn't you?"
BOTH TITLES
A sailor said: "I'm a seaman and a captain." "How come?"
"A seaman aboard my ship and the captain of a rowing boat at home."
THE BEST FOR THIS RANK
Knowing that one of the clerks in the local haberdashery was a recently retired Navy chief, a sweet young thing thought he'd be just the person to help her.
"I'm going up for June week at the Naval Academy," she told him, "and I want to buy something appropriate for a brand-new ensign. What do you suggest?"
"Arsenic, young lady, arsenic," he retorted.
EFFICIENCY REPORT
A Navy ensign was given the following evaluation of his trial service aboard a ship during a cruise: "He may be a good officer for the Navy, but it is difficult to tell because he was sea-sick for the whole period of the voyage."
WRONG (CORRECT) NAME
A boy heard the term "retired admiral." He repeated it elsewhere "retarded admiral."
PRECISION
"What is the distance from the ship to the target?"
"15 miles 10."
"Why?"
"10 to the bow and 5 to the aft."
"OH CAPTAIN, OH CAPTAIN!..."
A green sailor, crossing the Atlantic for the first time, woke up the second morning and anxiously inquired his mate.
"Do you think we're on time?"
The man peered out of the porthole and solemnly declared: "No, we're about twenty minutes late."
The great brain took this right in stride. "Wonder what caused this delay?" he mused.
The old salt suggested: "May be the captain fell overboard."
WHAT MEANING?
A sailor's wife received a card from her husband posted in a foreign port.
"A day's shore leave here," it said, "enjoying little syncopation."
On looking the word up in the dictionary she found the definition read: "Syncopation — an uneven movement from one bar to another." I18
SEEING SIGHTS AT SEA
A young sailor, recently enlisted, grumbled about his short experience of sea service: "We joined the sea to see the world (and girls), as they advertised at the recruiting center. And what did we see? We saw the sea and sea and sea...."
OLD SALT
Their sailor son was on his first leave at home. "You see, dad and mom," he declared, "I've got so used to sea that when I drink water now I have to put salt into it."
UNRELIABLE ARCHITECTURE
A sailor was showing his girl around his ship. "And this ship has four screws." 119
The little thing gasped: "It's a wonder it holds together!"
SHOCK
At sick bay two sailors met. "How come the broken jaw?" asked one. "I asked the Chief for special liberty — it was granted at once." "But why?" "My face fell."«»
MORE IMPRESSIVE
An Army brat was boasting about his father to a Navy brat.
"My dad is an engineer. He can do everything. Do you know the Alps?"
"Yes," said the Navy brat.
"My dad has built them."
Then the naval kid spoke: "And do you know the Dead Sea?"
"Yes."
"It's my dad who's killed it!"
AT SEA
The ship navigator fell sick when the ship was far from the shore in the open sea. The doctor examined the navigator and went into prolonged thinking.
"Well, doc," asked the sick man, "can't decide what medicine to prescribe me?"
"No, I'm thinking hard who, except you, knows anything about navigation here."
NAVAL PRESENCE OF MIND
A violent storm had thrown the ship against rocks and the ship started sinking. Panic arose among passengers. The captain shouted through the megaphone: "Gentlemen, keep calm. Don't make panic! There's no danger whatever. We are not sinking. I have ordered to sailors to take ladies and children in boats away from the ship because I'd like to tell you a very salty naval joke."
BEAUTIES OF THE SEA
The old swabbie was trying to cheer up a worried green sailor: "Never mind, lad. Keep your chin up. You see how beautiful is everything around at sea. You see there is a ship over there on the horizon."
"I don't care about any ship," groaned the lad. "Show me better a bus!"
NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS
A sailor and his wife were watching a film about some sea adventures. A ship was seen on the screen hitting an underwater cliff and swamped with water. The wife saw her sailor husband jumping up in cold sweat.
"What's wrong?" she asked him. "Do these sea horrors so frighten you?"
"Let's run," he shouted. "I've forgotten to turn off the faucet in the bathroom!"
ETIQUETTE
The ship was sinking. An Englishman with a pipe in his mouth came out of his cabin and asked the captain: "Where's the boat for smokers?"
NAVAL COURTESY
A young girl was walking down the street, carrying a heavy suitcase in one hand and dragging a naval kit-bag on the ground with the other. A. sailor saw her struggling along and realized that she was having difficulty with all her luggage. So he walked up to her and said, "That's not the right way to carry a kit-bag, you know." He picked it up and put it on her shoulder. "This is how the Navy regs prescribe doing it," he instructed.
JAWS
Two sailors had jumped off the sinking ship and were swimming hard trying to find something for support.
"Hey, man," suddenly one of them shouted, "a shark has just bitten off one of my legs!"
"Which one?" shouted his friend. There was a long pause. Then... "How do I know, man? All these sharks look the same."
ONLY ONE HOLE
A widow was asked: "Why did your husband die?"
"He had a small hole in his suit."
"Well, it's odd," mused another lady. "I haven't patched up so many holes in my husband's suit and he is still alive... ."
"Maybe, but my husband was a diver."
HIGH SEA
A diner in a restaurant told angrily the waiter:
"What's this muddy liquid you've brought me?"
"It's soup, sir," claimed the waiter.
"You don't say so? Now, me being an old sea wolf, I can learn that I had been plowing soup waves for thirty years." 121
AMPHIBIANS
Little Herbert was trying to fill in a crosswords. "Daddy, what do they call those creatures which live both on land and water?" "Sailors," readily consulted him his father.
BETTER SOMETHING THAN NOTHING
An Army soldier, aboard a transport ship, after a very long cruise in the open sea, at last saw something far away. He asked a sailor: "Hey, Mac, what's that over there?"
"It's horizon."
"Horizon? Thanks God, at least something is better than nothing but sea, sea and again sea," remarked the landlubber wistfully.
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"Looks like it's time for officer's swim call."
COLOR-BLIND
In bar two Navy officers were discussing the standard subject of career advancements and setbacks.
"They say LJG Milton has been dismissed as ship navigator."
"Yes, the scuttlebutt has it was discovered he was color-blind."
"Color-blind? What of it?"
"He brought his ship to the Red Sea instead of the Black Sea... ."
STILL SAFER
Aboard a troop transport an infantry soldier asked a naval officer: "Is it right, sir, that the depth in this place is 10,000 feet?"
"No, man, it's only 1,000."
"What a relief!" exclaimed the GI. "I can't swim at all."
WRONG MENU
A famous admiral who was known for many adventures at sea was invited to a party where he was asked to retell about some of his fantastic experiences.
"You know," he said, "I had been living for three years among cannibals after a shipwreck... ."
"I am awfully sorry," said the lady of the house appologetically, "I didn't know about it, and today you'll have to satisfy yourself with some veal at dinner."
TOPOGRAPHY AT SEA
A troop transport had been shipwrecked and two infantry soldiers found themselves adrift in a lifeboat in the limitless space of the ocean.
"Now, Mike," said one of them, "now we are lost, it's high time you recall everything about orientation we've learned while training."
"Well, after two years of topography all I can remember is that moss grows on the north side of a tree."
ANSWER TO A MAID'S PRAYER
A girl told her friend: "I marry only a sailor." "Why?" asked her friend.
"Sailors can clean everything. And the main thing they can obey orders quickly."
UNDER CONTROL
Officer in charge of the fire-fighting party reported to the ship captain: "Sir, the fire is under control. We've scuttled the ship."
MOST HORRIBLE SEA ADVENTURE
An old sailor was retelling a long story of his astounding adventures at sea to a group of green seamen.
"Most blood-curdling disaster was recorded in the Coral Sea. A huge wave lifted our ship and threw her against hard rocks. There were no survivors whatever!"
'And you, Wilson?"
"I was in San Francisco at the time."
CHANGE OF NARRATIVES
An admiral was known for his love for all types of narratives for drills. One day during a visit on a ship he threw his hat on the deck and said to the sailors, "This is a bomb. What are you going to do about it?" A young sailor at once kicked the admiral's hat into the water. Everybody was expecting the reaction of the brass hat.
The admiral showed the hat in the water and cried: "A man overboard!"
LANDFALL
A drunken sailor on liberty got into a big mud puddle in the street and was looking for something there. Soon two other sailors came over and asked him: "Hey, bud, what are you looking for?"
"You better give me a hand, men," said the drunk.
The new arrivals walked into the puddle too and set about searching something unknown. At last the first drunk got out of the puddle and exclaimed: "I've found it!"
"What did you find?"
"The shore...."
FOR ALL SKILLS
At a Navy reception center they suggested to construct three swimming pools.
"What do you need those swimming pools for?" they were asked.
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"Notice how full the sail is since
he started bragging about
the Marines?"
"To examine Navy volunteers in swimming."
"Why then three pools?"
"One with deep water, for advanced swimmers, one with shallow water, for beginners, and one without water, for those who cannot swim at all."
SEA TIDES
On the sea shore a tourist was drawing the sea water into a bottle.
"What do you want it for?" asked him a sailor, watching his actions.
"I'd like to take it home as a souvenir," he explained.
"Then fill the bottle only by half," advised the sailor. "The sea water will rise and the cork will be pushed out by the tide."
FLAG SIGNALS
A sailor boasted to be able to read any flag signal. He was asked about a beflagged ship near at anchor.
"Strange, they say they are on the rocks. It's quarantine. We're surrendering."
Then a boat from the ship in distress was lowered and brought some sailors to the pier. They were asked by frightened spectators who had heard the ominous interpretation of the signals by the great expert of flag communication.
"What do you mean by your terrible signals?"
"Those aren't signals. The crew had a wash day and now they are drying up their underwear."
HIS PRICE
A ship commander was approached by a smuggler who wanted the captain to assist him in smuggling some contraband to a foreign port. The smug-
gler was to implement a cunning plan worked out by the American mafia to smuggle some goods aboard war ships not subject to customs inspection. The smuggler started by offering the captain $ 5,000, then $ 10,000 and then $ 15,000. At this moment captain whipped off his pistol and ran the smuggler off.l22 When asked by his executive why he did it he explained: "The guy was getting close to my price!"
GRAND LOVES
"Believe me, dear granddaughter, there may be only one great love in the life of a woman... ," said the grandmother in langour.
"And who was your great love, granny?" asked the granddaughter. The grandmother whispered: "Sailors, only sailors!"
WONDERING MYSELF
Two shipwrecked sailors met in the open ocean. Everyone was swimming on his own log.
"Hello," exclaimed the first, "Your ship has sunk?"
"Yes, a year ago."
"You don't say so? And you've been at the sea all this time?"
"Yes, and what about it?"
"How could you endure it for so long?"
"Wondering myself. It was so boring, on Sundays in particular... ."
NO HAUL
The sailor's wife addressed the psychiatrist: "I'm worried about my husband." "What's wrong with him?"
"Since he retired from the Navy he's been boating in the bath-tub in the bathroom fishing in the water in the bath-tub."
"And why are you so excited?"
"The trouble is he has no haul. And I myself am quite anxious to have some fresh fish for dinner!"
PLAIN LANGUAGE
A Navy destroyer far off shore met a small yacht. The owner of the yacht hailed the destroyer: "Where do I have to go to get to the island of Catalina?"
"West by north by half a north sixty degrees, SE," the navigator obliged him with information.
"Couldn't you say it without science, in plain language and in a word?" remarked angrily the amateur seafarer. "Better just point!"
LAND ADMIRAL
An admiral reprimanded a young sailor who failed to salute him somewhere in the street.
"Why don't you salute me, sailor?" he asked severely. "You know I'm an admiral."
"An admiral?" exclaimed the sailor in unfeigned surprise. "And I thought admirals never walk on land."
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS
When asked how he estimated the desert as a theater of operations an expert in amphibious warfare stated: "It should be said that the sea is rather far away in here but what a big beach for beachhead extension operations!" 123
OBSCURED VIEW
The captain was scanning the horizon with a telescope from his bridge.
"What obscured visibility!" he grumbled. "All the sky-line is overcast."
"May I venture a remark, sir?" said timidly an ensign from the deck watch.
"Yes, what's it?"
"You're looking through a whiskey bottle, sir. And the one half-filled at that."
FOR MEMORY
A visitor aboard a ship was surprised to notice that the flag on the ship's stern had a knot tied.
"What does this knot mean?" he asked the executive.
"It's the Captain's order to tie a knot there to remind him of what he should buy ashore for his wife."
NAVAL MOBILITY
A sailor was sitting under a tree in a city park keeping his hands as if holding something.
"Hey, bud, watcha doing?" 124 he was hailed by another sailor passing by.
"Peel your eyes, man. Don't you see I'm angling fish."
"But there are no fish under that tree."
"What of it? As if I couldn't row her 125 to another place?" was the judicial reply.
BOASTING COMPETITION
A USN ship of rather old type returned to her pier at the port and tied up ahead of a newly commissioned ship which had a canvas on the forward gangway reading, "The Latest and the Greatest."
Within an hour of the arrival the canvas of the old ship was replaced by one reading, "The Oldest and the Boldest."
BIGGER TARGET
Off an invasion beach the captain of an assault support ship noticed that one of his assault landing craft was in trouble drawing particularly heavy fire from the enemy. The Captain directed his ship to the craft.
As they drew alongside the man in charge of the landing party said, "I'm glad to see you, skipper."
It made the captain feel good until, with the next breath, he said, "Now the bastards can shoot at you instead of me."
SHOOTING THE BREEZE
There was an exchange of banter among the ship crew about appalling weather.
"We had a roll of more than 45 degrees," said a sailor, "during a cruise."
"That's nothing, my boy," said an old salt. "When I was young, we were on a cruise in such heavy seas that when we woke up one morning we found there was a round turn in all our hammocks."128
A SEERIOUS BUSINESS127
A sign in the naval weather office: "Meteorological Forecasters Belong to a Non-Prophet Organization."
SKIPPER WITH A HEART
The captain was known as a very strict disciplinarian with close adherence to "rocks and shoals" procedures.128 When the ship was at port the captain was visited by his little grandson who fell over the side. An alert coxswain dived into the sea and rescued the lad. During this period 13.00 quarters was sounded and the coxswain missed muster. His absence was noted and he was placed on report.
The following morning he appeared at Captain's Mast. His absentee offense was read and the captain gave him two weeks restriction to the ship.
The coxswain blurted out, "But captain, sir, I was the man who saved your grandson."
The captain turned to the yeoman who had recorded the punishment and said: "In that case, make that one week instead of two."
PROMOTION
A Navy officer was shipwrecked and found himself in the hands of wild cannibals.
"What's your grade?" asked the cannibal chief.
"I'm a commander," the officer replied.
"Good," said the cannibal chief. "Tomorrow you be Commander-in-Chief." 129
PROPER COLOR
The pitching and rolling of a passenger liner was terrible. Nearly all passengers were seasick. A lady who had sea legs told her very sick husband, "John, take a look at the face of that lady over there. I'd like to have a cocktail dress of that rich green color."
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"Starboard, mate, Starboard!..."
SEA ADVENTURES
An old salt was telling his endless tale of sea adventures but this time about a friend of his.
"That friend was the cook of a wind jammer. Once he got into a terrible shipwreck and found himself on an island in the hands of a band of savage cannibals. When the cannibals were preparing for a feast he said to the cannibal's chief: 'Going to eat me, I take? But you wouldn't like me,' he declared solemnly. He took out his pocket knife, sliced a piece from the calf of his leg, and handed to the chief. 'Try it, and see for yourself,' he urged. The chief took one bite, grunted, and spat. 'The dinner is off!' he ordered.
"My friend had a cork leg," concluded his tale the old salt.
TIME AND TIDE
The following problem was given to cadets at naval academy to have a check on their knowledge of sea dynamics.
A ship is at anchor. Over the side hangs a rope ladder with rungs a foot apart. The tide rises at the rate of eight inches an hour. At the end of six hours how much of the ladder will remain above water when the tide begins to rise?
The answer is as follows. Since the ship's afloat, the water level in relation to the ship stays the same. Therefore, eight feet are above water at the end as at the beginning.
CATEGORIES IN SEA RESCUE
A psychology expert observed that sea rescue operations from the shore may be conducted by two category of rescuers. A conservative rescuer is a man who throws a 25-foot rope to a person drow-
ning 50 feet from shore, and shouts encouragement for him to swim the other half for the good of his character.
A liberal rescuer throws a 50-foot rope to a person only 25 feet from shore and, after throwing it, lets go off the other end, and walks away to do another good deed.
NAVAL TOAST
It is known that the traditional toast 'bottoms up' is absolutely taboo in the Navy (for obvious reasons). In the submarine service submariners suggest a toast 'to an equal number of submerg-ings and surfacings'. Mind you don't say 'surfa-cings and submergings' (also for evident causes).
LAUGHS ALOFT
(Air Force Humour)
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LAWLESS PERIOD OF AVIATION HISTORY
Some old aviators were talking about flying.
"I knew an inventor," said one of them, "who had an airplane that could stay in the air sixty-five days without any fuel."
"That's impossible," the man was told. "He'd have to come down on accounts of the law of gravity."
"Not that inventor. He went up before the law was passed."
INGENIOUS COUNTER IFF TRICK
An Air Force brass hat called his engineer expert and told him: "I've just read a remarkable trick motorists use to confuse would-be witnesses to an accident."
"What is it, sir?"
"Motorists paint their cars in different colors, each side. Then people give contradictory evidence."
"So what, sir?"
"Don't you see," the general exclaimed, "what wonderful prospects it may have if applied to bomber aircraft. Enemy air observers will be absolutely confused."
WEAVING
In the airman's lingo there is a slang word (now a term) for a plane in the rear protecting the tail of the forward aircraft by zigzagging on the course ('weaving'). This plane is called a 'weaver'.
After some training exercise as a weaver the sergeant was asked by his commander: "Where did you learn to weave so well, O'Brien?"
"When a boy I used to follow my old man returning home on Saturday nights from bars."
DECEPTION MANEUVER
During a parachute jumping training flight one cadet was afraid to hit the silk. Everybody in the plane had jumped but Cadet Sylvester remained trembling like an aspen leaf, as the phrase goes.
"Look, Sylvester," the instructor exclaimed, "there the boys have found a sack of gold!"
"Where?" got excited the cadet and came to the hatch to have a look. The instructor kicked him out of the plane.
After some time of flying a knock on the hatch door was heard. The instructor opened the door and saw Cadet Cylvester.
"You've taken me in, sir.130 There was no bag with gold there," he said mournfully.
SOUND BARRIER
Loud explosions rocked periodically some parts of the town, and an indignant lady telephoned police headquarters to find out what had happened.
She got the explanation that perhaps a jet plane had broken the sound barrier.
"If that barrier keeps getting in everybody's way," she said angrily, "why don't they take the damn thing down?"
RELATIVIST FLIGHTS
(a limerick)
There was a young lady named Blight
Who could travel much faster than light
She departed one day,
In a relative way, And returned on the previous night.
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"Another Reserve officer casually
stepping out on to a wing that ain't
there any more."
BOTH IN THE SAME BOAT
The plane was doing some extraordinary aerobatics and the passenger became extremely nervous. At length, he leaned forward and said to the pilot: "You seem to forget that I've never flown before."
"Well, what about it?" replied the pilot. "Neither have I."
AIMING TO BE A SPECK
Little Willie was fascinated by aeroplanes and every time he heard one flying he rushed outside to watch it until it became a speck in the distance.
When at last he went for his first air trip, he was pop-eyed with excitement, and about ten minutes after becoming airborne, he asked his mother expectantly: "When do we start becoming specks, Mommy?"
THE GREAT LEVELLER
A visitor to a certain airfield noticed that all the men had names displayed on the back of their overalls: 'Spike', 'Hank', 'Killer', 'АГ, and so on.
The visitor asked the man what the idea was.
"Oh, them names 131 don't mean a thing, bud," was the reply. "We had'em all painted special so they could tell us in a glance, 132but what happens? The top kick comes around and calls everyone 'Joe'."
NO VISIBLE MEANS OF SUPPORT
A pilot landed his plane near a small town where nobody had seen any aircraft before. He was asked to explain flying procedures. After a lengthy and scientifically charged explanation a sweet young lady said: "Yes, I understand everything except for one thing."
"What's that?" asked the pilot.
"I can't make out what keeps it up?" m
CORRECT ORIENTATION
As the plane was flying low over some hills near Athens, a lady asked the stewardess: "What's that stuff on those hills?"
"Just snow," replied the stewardess. "That's what I thought," said the lady, "but this fellow in front of me said it was Greece."
ZERO LEVEL FLIGHT
A bomber was flying serenely through the air at about 4,000 feet up (as indicated), when suddenly four soldiers bounced directly into the pilot's line of vision.
"Holy Mackerel," said the pilot, "there must be some very rough ground below, that's the second time I've seen a jeep up here."
ONE POINT LANDING
An airman rushed into the air traffic control point.
"Sir, Cadet Jones has just made a one-point landing!"
"What?" cried the instructor. "Where the blazes is he?"134
"Stuck on the church steeple, sir," specified the airman.
THE WAY TO THE STARS
A girl asked her pilot-friend: "How did you become an airman, Fred?"
"Well, I just began at the bottom and worked my way up," 135 answered the pilot.
WHO BRINGS ILL LUCK?
Mrs. Jenkins, the wife of a pilot, told her friend: "My husband is terribly superstitious. He's been trying for weeks to get rid of our black cat. He took him up in his plane. He said he would fly to a record height of 90,000 feet and drop the cat over the side."
"What are you worrying about then?" insisted the neighbor.
"There's plenty to worry about," replied Mrs. Jenkins. "My husband isn't home yet, but the cat is."
SPARE PARTS
A pilot made a crash-landing on a strange airfield. He asked an erk: "Where do I go for spare parts and replacements?"
"The stores are just over there, sir," reported the erk. "Can I help you?"
"Well," said the pilot, limping along, "I want four front teeth, two new ribs and a fresh collar bone."
CORRECT COUNT
A cadet was making his first parachute jump. The instructor noticed with a sinking heart that the chute was not opening.
"What is he doing? I've told him a thousand times to count till three, and then pull the ring!"
The cadet reached the ground with a heavy thud. The instructor bent over him to hear him whispering: "Th-rree..."
IF HE HAD
A Pilot was asked: "What should you do if you had wings behind your back?"
"In the first place I would sell my plane," he replied.
GETTING WINGS
When hearing that a flying tank was under development Sergeant John McMurray remarked: "Until now, we were of the impression that tank crews were sure to get wings only dying, in battles."
ZERO LEVEL FLIGHT
A traffic cop stopped a speeding car driven by an Air Force officer. "Was I driving too fast?" the pilot asked.
"No, you were flying too low," commented the motor cop.
COOPERATION IN METEOROLOGY
A weatherman at an airfield was asked by another weatherman from a distant air station. "How is the weather in your place?"
"I dunno, Jack, so foggy I can't tell."
WINGS
The chaplain delivered a sermon to an audience of airmen in an Air Force unit. A skeptic pilot decided to rub the chaplain.
"I've got a problem," he told the chaplain. "I don't see how I'm going to get my shirt over my wings when I get to glory?"
"That isn't your problem," said the sky pilot. "Were I in your position I'd be more concerned about how I would get my shirt over my horns."
SAFE FALL
Paratrooper Hooley had a delayed opening of his chute during a training jump resulting in a heavy impact on landing.
"Were you much hurt in the fall, Hooley?" asked his friend?
"Not a bit did the fall hurt me, but the stop at the ground broke my leg," explained the paratrooper who recalled the briefing on precision in reports.
ON FLYING AND SPEAKING
"I am no hand at public speaking," said Wilbur Wright, one of the Wright brothers, known as American inventors of airplane, at a banquet in honor of the Wright Brothers' first demonstration of a successful airplane flight in France, "and on this occasion I must content myself with a few words. As I sat here listening to the speaker who preceded me, I have heard comparisons made to the eagle, to the swallow and to the hawk, as typifying skill and speed in the mastery of the air; but somehow or other I could not keep from thinking of another bird which, of all the ornithological kingdom, is the poorest flyer and the best talker. I refer to the parrot."
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"Stop everything! There's a misprint in my drawingsl"
TERMS IN DISGUISE
Some generally known terms often receive names which may be interpreted as the disguise of meaning. Example: 'total global mobility system'. It takes a lot of I.Q. to guess it is aeroplane.
Do you know any other terms of this kind?
ROGER, WILCO
"Pilot to tower.Plane out of fuel. Am fifty miles out over ocean at three hundred feet. Radio instructions."
'Tower to pilot. Repeat after me: 'Our Father, Who Art in Heaven — '"136
MOST PRECIOUS STONE
Students in a minerology class were asked by the professor: "What stone is most precious in the world?"
Answers were ventured: "Sapphire."
"Diamond."
"Turquoise."
"Malachite", etc.
"No, wrong guesses," commented the professor. "It's a moonstone..."
"From W. Collins' novel 'The Moonstone'?"
"No, the piece of rock brought by the American astronauts from the Moon."
DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION
An aviator and an infantryman were watching the city from the viewing platform on the roof of a very high sky-scraper. Admiring the view the infantryman exclaimed: "Spring!" 137
"But I haven't got my chute on!" objected the aviator.
SELF-SERVICE IS BETTER
"What's the name of the propellant used with this rocket?" asked a missileman.
"Hydrocarbonatedimetetrahydromethylcyclopen-tadiene."
"May be I better push the rocket myself rather than pronounce it?" suggested the missileman.
JUMPING WITH PARACHUTES
The tough, rough soldier from a backwoods country had just been assigned to the paratroops at his own request. His sergeant warned him: "It's a tough duty and you've got to do a lot of dangerous jumping!"
"I know that, sergeant. What height are we all supposed to jump from?"
"Five hundred feet," the sergeant replied.
"Nothing doing,I38 sergeant," the soldier said. "It's too high. Can't you all make it three hundred feet?"
The sergeant explained that in jumping from such a low altitude there was danger of the parachute not opening in time. The man broke into a happy smile.
"Hot dog!" 139 he said. "Do we get parachutes, too?"
SIGN LANGUAGE
Jet pilots driving off the base see this sign at the gate: "ENTERING DANGER AREA. PUBLIC HIGHWAY. GOOD LUCK!"
JUMPING TO DEFINITE CONCLUSION
"I packed my parachute myself," remarked the nervous student pilot, "but I'm sure it isn't going to open."
"In that case," replied the instructor, "you may be jumping to a hasty conclusion."
SICK JOKE
A paratrooper was on sick call. "I can't find anything wrong with you, soldier. Why are you at sick call?" asked the doc. "I don't know. I just don't feel jumpy." 140
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR
A bandaged man in bed was rereading a letter he had just written to a publisher:
"Gentlemen,
Please be advised of a typographical error on page 14 of your correspondence course 'How to Fly a Helicopter'."
ZERO DEFECTS
A program called 'Zero Defects' was launched in an air unit, its purpose being to encourage every airman to minimize errors in maintenance. Signboards were displayed each bearing a letter and together spelling out boldly: 'ZERO DEFCEZ".
WAY OUT
The wing commander in a bomber force was summoned to the highest headquarters because of a number of aircraft accidents.
Looking up, the general addressed the officer tersely: "The next time there is an accident in your wing, you had better be in it. Dismissed."
SHOP TALK
The teen-ager son of a helicopter pilot said to his friend: "Mother hovers over me like a helicopter."
NO HIGH TRICKS
Military personnel used the hotel for a stopover and the management had problems with persons leaving with bills unpaid.
The clerk assigned an airman a room on the tenth floor. "Any baggage?" he asked.
"Only my parachute," the man replied.
After giving the airman a quizzical look, the clerk said: "Change that for Room 205 on the second floor."
STAR TRACKS
An instructor in astronomy was having a class in the open on a dark starry evening. His students were future astronauts. The instructor stated that on a clear night like now one can see 5,000 stars in the sky.
From the first row came a voice: "One, two, three..."
The instructor recovered gamely, saying: "Well, most students take my word for it." ul
OVERCAST
A witty weatherman defined overcast this way: "Not a sky in the clouds."
NO GAMES
A USAF officer received the notice of his upcoming assignment to Thailand. His little son took the news with great enthusiasm. He insisted that he would come with his father. He was explained that servicemen were not allowed to take their little boys to Thailand.
"Thailand!" he cried. "I thought you said Toyland.142 So it means bombs not toys."
NOW TOO LATE
A soldier in a missile unit commented regretfully to his friend: "I suppose we couldn't put Colonel Gordon in a rocket and send him into outer space."
"Why not?"
"No good now. We ought to have done it years ago. They are bringing them back!"
BLUFF
A paratrooper was boasting to his girl: "A parachutist can jump from anywhere. I can jump, if you wish, from that cliff!"
"It sounds to me as a lot of bluff,143 dearie," mused the girl.
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HIS SON AND AIR?
A pilot had his baby son christened in an airplane, said a newspaper report.
"Giving him a flying start?" 144 commented a reader.
THE PLACE THAT MATTERED
One airman asked another: "I hear they are dismissing Lieutenant Coolidge from flying. Was it on the ground145 that he was incompetent as a pilot?"
"No, in the air," corrected another airman.
BACK TO THE LAND
A local farmer's horse, lazily dragging along a cart near an airfield not far from a city, suddenly took flight and bolted when a jet came in to land.
"Damn these newfangled contraptions,"146 the farmer said. "Just flyin' around and about and doin' nothin' but frightenin' horses."
FLIGHTS AND FLIGHTS
A listener had been listening to a bragging pilot in the USAF uniform, telling fanciful tales about his wonderful flights for a while, then commented: "Now I've understood fully the expression 'Flight of Fancy'."
ALMOST TO A BREAKING POINT
An aiborne officer asserted: "Parachute troops have to undergo a rigorous period of training. In fact, they are kept at it till they are fit to drop." 147
WRONG WAY UP AND DOWN
A farmer saw a parachutist landing on his field and said: "You must be brave to come down with a parachute in a raging gale like this."
The parachutist answered: "I didn't come down like this in a parachute. I went up with a tent blown up by the gale and just got back again in the same manner."
SCIENCE AND BODY
The wing commander asked his weather officer about the prospects for tomorrow: "My corns hurt, sir, but we still say in the forecast it will be clear and sunny tomorrow."
KEEPING UP
A flying trainee who thought himself to be a budding pilot asked his instructor: "What do you think, sir, of the way I handle this plane?"
The instructor replied rather ambiguously: "It's OK as long as you keep it up." I48
HOW DOES A BIRD FLY?
In an ornithology department of the zoology museum the bird expert asked a man who was watching with great interest an exhibit:
"You seem to be very interested in that stuffed bird?"
"I am an aviation expert. I think its steerable gear infringes on my latest aeroplane patterns," 149 answered the man angrily.
NO FUTURE IN IT
The flying instructor told a recruit: "Yeah, the only flying job you're fit in the Air Force is that of an observer in a pilotless plane."
FIT ONLY FOR HIGH HEAVEN
A girl told her boy-friend: "Oh, John, you remind me of an airplane."
"Why?" asked her flattered beau, "You think I can fly well?"
"No. It's because you're no good on earth!" she replied.
ELEVATED TO AUTOMATIC PILOT
A pilot pressed the 'Call Lift' button in some office. The lift came down and the gates opened, but there was no attendant inside. He was in his cubby sipping his cup of coffee.
"Go ahead, mate," he said when he saw pilot hesitate to get into the lift. "I've put it on George."150
PILOTING TEST
A flight instructor was sent out to help a trainee who had radioed that he was about to make a forced landing a few miles from the base. The instructor spotted the plane standing in a field small enough to present real challenge to his professional reputation.
With determination, full flaps and engine just above the stall, he maneuvered into the field.I51 Climbing out, he shouted angrily to the trainee, "How the devil did you get into such a small field?"
"I landed in the big field over there," the trainee explained, "in order to leave room for you, I had the farmer tow me here."
IMPORTANT NOTICE
A popular sports magazine published the following notice:
"If you are one of the hundreds of parachuting enthusiasts who read our course entitled 'Easy Sky Diving in One Fell Swoop' please make the following correction on page 8, line 7: change 'state zip code' to 'pull rip cord'." 152
LEONARDO DA VINCI AND AVIATION
A farmer said to a friend, as a supersonic aircraft roared overhead: "They had the right idea about planes in Leonardo's time — he designed 'em and nobody built them."
SPACE TERMS — COUNTDOWN
An astronaut was waiting in the waiting room of a maternity home where his wife was to deliver an offspring. He asked the nurse:
"How far along is the countdown on my wife?"
MONEY REFUNDED
At a parachute jumping school a trainee asked: "How much is a parachute jump?"
"Ten bucks exactly."
"And what if the chute fails to open?"
"No need to worry — money will be refunded all right."
EXHAUSTIVE ORIENTATION
The engine of the plane failed and the pilot had to make forced landing on a field in the country.
Climbing out of the cockpit, he approached a farm-hand and said: "I say, George, I've had a bit of trouble with the kite, and I've lost my bearings. Can you tell me where I am?"
After scratching his head thoughtfully for a few moments, the man replied: "You came down right in the middle of Herman Giles' beet patch."
CAMOUFLAGE MIRACLE
An engineer officer had been assigned to inspect the camouflage of an airfield. Walking through the woods around the place where the field was, he noticed a dozen or more of ground crew climbing trees and crawling through bushes. He called the sergeant in charge of the gang.
"What the hell are the men doing?" he asked.
"We've been told somebody is going to inspect the camouflage on the field. We've camouflaged the aircraft and can't find the ruddy things now."
MIA
During a parachute jumping exercise each jumper in the plane was given a number, and each man's number was called when it was his turn to drop through the fuselage door.
When the jump master reached nine the ninth parachutist dropped through the hole, but at ten nothing happened. The jump master again called 'ten' but again nothing happened. Then suddenly he realized that the plane was empty except for himself and the pilot.
"By heck! Ten is me!" he yelled, and jumped through the door.
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"Thoughtless blighters,
those paratroopers ...
never close that outside
door after them."
MORE TERRA, LESS TERROR
The flying instructor asked a trainee: "What the blazes are you doing, Hanson, with that bucket full of earth?"
The trainee explained nervously: "I'm taking it up in the plane with me so that I can at any rate keep one foot on the ground."
TRIAL MODEL
A trainee pilot was asked: "What model of plane
do you fly?"
He answered: "It's a tri-engine plane." "What do you mean, the tri-engine plane?" 153 "Well, it has two engines, so if one goes bad, we
try the other."
DOUBLE
The reporter asked a pilot: "How did you frighten off the enemy planes?"
The war ace replied: "Well, the fact is I was so mad I was beside myself!" 154
"Really? So what's happened?"
"Oh, they thought I was flying a two-seater."
AIR HOLES
"What happened to 'ее, lad?" 155 asked a countryman of a bewildered airman who crashed on a lonely moor in the Southwest of England.
"I got into air pocket," replied the airman.
'"Ее doan't say!" exclaimed the countryman. "And war there a 'ole in it?" 156
FLY — FLEW — FLOWN
Two friends met.
"Hello, Bill, old man. It's a long time since
you've been home. Was your leave postponed again?"
"Yes," answered his friend airman, "I've finished six weeks in hospital."
"Really? Flue, I suppose?" 1ЭТ
"Yes," sadly confirmed the airman, and added, "And crashed as well."
HELL'E COPPED'ER!
"I am a 'Brave Eagle'," said the Red Indian chieftain as he introduced himself and his family to the pilot who had been forced down near his wigwam. "This is my son 'Fighting Bird'. Here's my daughter 'Delta Wing', and this is my grandson 'Four-engine Bomber' and here," he said ruefully, "is my squaw 'Helicopter'."158
TRUSTY
(In Emergency)
A pilot was forced to bring his plane down into a field where he espied a man leisurely walking to and fro.
"I say, old fellow," said the pilot, "would you look after my machine for a couple of minutes?"
"What!" snarled the individual. "Me look after your machine? What do you take me for? I'm Air Secretary."
"Well," said the pilot, "I'm out of juice all the same.159 No way out. So I'll have to trust you for a while."
AIR PANCAKES
George met his pal Bill who was an enthusiastic pilot. While discussing flying, George said: "I hear you've put a little kitchen in your plane, Bill. How do you like cooking in the air?"
"Fine," replied Bill, "especially making pancakes."
"Why pancakes in particular?"
"Because you can just put them on and then loop the loop," replied Bill.
BLACKOUT
The pilot was taking a large aircraft to Italy. As he came to the Alps, his observer remarked: "Aren't you flying a bit too low?"
"I don't think so," replied the pilot.
Just then everything went blank.
"Blimey," muttered the pilot about twenty minutes later, "That was a thick bank of cloud we went through."
"Cloud, hell," snapped the observer: "That was a railway tunnel."
ALWAYS OFF COURSE
A second lieutenant fresh out of Navigation School had navigational skills which left considerable to be desired.
One day after he had wandered around an area for several hours in search of the air field, the pilot called the navigator on the intercom: "Littlefield," he said, "when you die, you'll probably go to heaven — you'll be so far off course."
KNOWLEDGE LEVELS
An ensign, appointed maintenance officer at an air base, was reprimanding a helicopter mechanic for some poor repair work.
The squadron commander overheard the lecture. Later, he called the ensign aside and asked him if he was not being unduly severe.
"After all," the commander said, "1 made the same mistake with the helicopter transmission a few weeks before. Do you think I should be reprimanded that harshly?"
"Oh, no, sir," the ensign quickly replied. "But he is an enlisted man. He should know better!"
AERONAUTICAL LINGO
An aeronautical engineer who had been working on a military project was absent from his job one day and explained to his boss, "I was doing some field research on the subject of 'Survival Capabilities of Feathered Airfoils 16° in an Environment of Extreme Hostility'."
His boss was pleased — until he found out that the engineer had spent the day duck hunting.
SPACE TRAVELING
A man who had read an essay on space traveling commented: "When space travel becomes commonplace, think of the fun logistical officers will have tracing cargo misdelivered through the solar system."
DOWN AND UP
A pilot had to bail out of his plane, when his engines conked out. Floating down through space, he came upon an old lady, who was floating up.
"Hey, lady!" he yelled. "Seen anything of an airplane going down?"
"Just passed it," she yelled. "Seen anything of a gas stove going up?"
SO MANY HEADS, SO MANY MINDS
One weatherman asked another: "They say you don't rely entirely on computers and other sophistication in your weather forecasts."
"Why?"
"They say you've bought frogs in a jar. It's all right but why three of them at once?"
"I got three of them for emergency cases. Then they'll be able to get their heads together for a complicated forecast."
AIR-MINDED KIDS
A kid saw a flock of wild geese flying in the sky in circles.
"Why are they orbiting that place?" he asked his dad and then added:
"Probably the airfield has been closed."
Another young would-be aviator asked his granny: "Granny, where does the rain fall from?"
"From clouds."
"And where are the clouds refueled?" the boy continued the Q&A game.
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"What do you make of all this flying saucer talk, Ed?"
NO WONDER
Two tramps were having a rest in the shade of a tree after having a good supper with drinks. One of them remarked: "John, look, there's an elephant flying over there with long blue and red feather wings!"
The other tramp wasn't paying the slightest attention to the fantastic phenomenon. The first man exclaimed again: "Look! Those elephants sre flying in a formation. There are about twenty of them!"
"So what's the fuss?" remarked the second man. "Their airfield must be somewhere nearby."
ADS AND REALITY
The pilot of a plane saw in horror that the cage with a tiger family carried aboard had got unlocked and the predators had invaded the craft. He radioed to the ground control: "We've got tigers on the loose aboard."181
The ground operator thought it was a joke and advised: "Put 'em into your tank!"162
WEATHER AFTER ORDER
The WAC assistant of the unit weatherman told him:
"In your weather forecast for tomorrow you predict 'precipitations'! And I've made an arrangement to have a walk with John!"
"OK, Jane," sympathised the weatherman, "you may delete the word 'precipitations' in the forecast."
FANTASTIC INDICATIONS
The plane had lost control and was plummeting to the ground. The operator from Traffic Control
Tower radioed: "That's ridiculous, Red Dorsal, how can you possibly have an air speed 1,600 and a ground speed of zero?"
UNUSUAL LANDING
The plane was coming in for landing. The passenger soldier was definitely nervous while fastening the belt. The air hostess said: "Don't worry, young man! Everything is all right. You probably have never been in a plane before?"
"Yes, I have. But I've never had a chance to land like this. I am a paratrooper."
NEVER SURE
A man complained to his traveler companion in the compartment of the train: "It's hell of a life. One can never be sure of tomorrow!"
His traveler companion asked sympathetically: "You are an unemployed?"
"No, I'm a weatherman in aviation."
MESSAGE FROM SPACE
An astronomer intercepted some optical message in light signals from a satellite or an aircraft (or an UFO?). The message read: TNARUATSER-NELUIBTAREEBTSEBKNIRD.
The excited scientist was about to submit a sensational report about the first contact in the history of mankind with an extraterrestrial civilization through mysterious signals when it dawned on him that the message spelled backwards: DRINK BEST BEER AT BIULEN RESTAURANT.
JUMPING MEET
"What happened to Sergeant Kollins?" "He took part in a parachute jumping meet of best NATO paratroopers last summer."
"What was the program?"
"They competed in sky diving — who would delay the parachute opening the longest."
"And who was the winner?"
"Sergeant Kollins. He couldn't let other participants to beat a USAF paratrooper. He didn't open the chute at all!"
ADVANTAGES OF BEING ROUND
The plane was falling. One crank passenger remarked: "It's good that the earth is round. It would be much more painful to fall when it had some sharp ends."
NOT HER CONCERN
A lady was flying in a plane when one engine failed and the plane had to land on one engine.
"Where you frightened?" she was asked.
"Not at all. The engine failed not on the side where we were."
NO PROPHET IN ONE'S OWN COUNTRY
They say that an international congress of aviation weathermen was held somewhere in Great Britain. During hot debates on the credibility of weather forecasts a violent storm with heavy rains broke out. None of the weather forecasters could leave the building because nobody had come with an umbrella. The weather forecast was very optimistic for that day.
ILLOGICAL
A group of soldiers were flying in a transport plane. One of the men asked a crew member: "Do they issue parachutes to passengers in planes?"
"No, Mac. Chutes aren't provided."
"But they issued us safety belts when we went on ships at sea."
"Safety belts are the issue items in the Navy all right."
"That's odd! I guess there are much fewer people who can fly than those who can swim," commented the soldier in dismay.
AIR MOS
An aircrew trainee was sitting at a table explaining his importance to a visiting girl-friend.
The young lady asked him what rank he held.
"Section T potician," ш he replied.
"I've never heard of that before. What are your duties?" she asked.
He replied softly, "Scraping the eyes out of potatoes."
POLITICAL SOLUTION
A US senator wished to try a flight in a combat plane. The pilot briefed him how to use the ejection seat in case of emergency.
"Suppose there's a technical defect in the device and it won't work?" asked the VIP.
"That technical defect should be dealt with politically," m advised the pilot.
"How come?"
"New elections should be held in your precinct," explained the pilot.
GENIUS
(a limerick)
A scientist living at Staines Is searching with infinite pains
For a new type of sound
Which he hopes, when it's found,
Will travel much faster than planes.
HINTS
A France Air Lines plane was approaching London. The stewardess urged the passengers: "Ladies and gentlemen, please, fasten your belts!"165
One English passenger grumbled: "Those French are never original. Always keep punning about British austerity!"
GHOST STORY
(Not for Nervous Readers)
A party of paratroopers had been dropped during a jumping exercise. The jump master cast a look around the empty plane when suddenly he saw a head appearing from the hatch.
"Why are you here, Private Soames?" "My chute hasn't opened and I came back, sergeant," calmly reported the jumper.
PRECISION FORECASTING
After a training flight the squadron commander praised the weatherman.
"This time, Lem, you've predicted the weather perfectly. How did you manage?"
"We worked out a weather forecast which said 'No precipitations'. So we knew there should be precipitations," explained the weatherman.
VISITOR FROM EXTRATERRESTRIAL CIVILIZATIONS
At an AF base the assistant reported to the general: "Sir, there's a man from MARS166 to see you."
"What's that, a man from Mars to see me?" snapped the general. "Have you been drinking, Sergeant Argyle?"
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"One of the dangers of low flying."
HIGH PRECISION JUMPING
An ex-serviceman entered the office of the circus manager.
"Sir, I was a paratrooper in the Air Force. Now I have worked out a staggering number for your show."
"What is it?"
"I specialised in precision parachute landing with long delay of parachute opening. Now I suggest jumping without any chute from the circus cupola into a beer bottle in the center of the ring."
The manager was impressed.
"Well, well, it sounds attractive. But tell me about the secret of the trick."
The secret of the trick is that the bottle should have a funnel," explained the man.
ON AND OFF
The plane crew were very busy, and they asked a soldier passenger to see if the blinking lights outside on the wings were working. The soldier looked out of the window and reported: "Working. Not working. Working. Not working. Working... Not working!"
NORMAL FLYING
A young pilot knew that his sweetheart was watching his flying from the airfield. To show off he looped the loop directly over her head. After landing he came over to the girl and asked her:
"Were you afraid?"
"A bit," she said, "but don't get discouraged. With training you'll learn to fly normally."
PROBABILITY FACTOR
An aviation weather forecaster explained the following line in weather forecasts: 'Probability of rain 7/1'.
"You see there are eight weather analysts in the forecast office. If seven of them cast their votes in favor of rain and one is against we issue a forecast as above."
RELIABLE INSTRUMENT
The following conversation was recorded between two aviation expert veterans.
"In my time," said one of them, "they also used the barometer for weather forecasting but in a more convincing manner than they do nowadays."
"How?"
"They put it out of window. When it got wet then it meant it was raining outside."
"And if the thing was absent it meant it had been stolen," added another.
THE STRANGEST THING
After a class in stellar navigation at an aviation school a cadet commented: "I am not astonished
at the fact of astronomers having discovered all those stars. I am astonished at how they managed to find out all their strange names?"
COUNTING IN PARACHUTE JUMPING
The parachute jumping instructor was examining a paratrooper about to make his first jump.
"Suppose you count till ten but the chute fails to open, what would you do?"
"I'll begin counting again from zero," replied the trainee at once.
MODERN INTERPRETATION
A little child of the jet age asked his dad: "Paddy, is it true that witches used to fly on broomsticks?"
"Yes."
"Did they have broomsticks with wings?"
"No, no wings were provided."
"Then what thrust had their rocket motors?"
MECHANICAL AND NATURAL NOISES
The plane was carrying a big group of infantrymen, most of whom had their first experience of air travel. The plane was performing some strange evolutions when a crew member rushed into the cabin: "If you, boys, stop your teeth chattering for a minute we could hear which engine has developed some knocking!"
HAZARDOUS REQUIREMENT
"It's too bad, my dear!" exclaimed the crystal-gazer. "Your husband is unfaithful to you. You should follow his every step!"
"It's very hazardous," said the wife thinking hard. "Why?" "He is a pilot."
REAL BOTHER
An Air Force major entered the USAF Headquarters building and asked a cute WAC private who was the elevator operator: "Say, private, elevator operators are like aviators. You certainly also have your ups and downs, don't you?"
"It ain't the ups and downs that bothers me," she snapped, "It's jerks!"167
DIFFERENT SITUATION
A weatherman was about to give some evidence at a trial. The judge asked him: "What's your occupation?"
"Weather forecasting, your honor."
"Then I should warn you in particular that in the court you have to say only the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."
TOUCHING SCENE
A little boy was playing near his father absorbed with reading a newspaper on the bench in the city park.
"Look, daddy, a plane!" he shouted.
"All right, all right," said his father without interrupting his reading, "but don't touch it with your hands!"
ONE CAN NEVER TELL!
Two caterpillars were sitting on a grass when a butterfly flew by. One of the caterpillars said: "Flying is a foolish occupation. You'll never get me up in one of those silly things with wings!"
CHANGING WINDS
A pilot returned from his flight and told the weatherman on the airfield, "By your forecast we expected a northern wind but the wind was actually blowing in the opposite direction!"
"It's all right, lieutenant," said the weatherman calmly. "It was the same northern wind returning."
STRAFING
Little son of an air force officer who was in the country for the first time came running in tears: "Daddy, I have just been strafed by a little aircraft!"
On investigation the little aircraft turned out to be a wasp.
NOBODY UP HERE
During an amphibious assault exercise carrier planes circled overhead awaiting orders from the flagship's air controllers. Tired of waiting, a pilot pushed his mike button and said, "Those guys down there are so damned fould up,168 they're getting me fouled up."
The flagship air controller grabbed a mike and said, "Pilot, who made that last transmission, identify yourself."
After several seconds of silence the same voice came on the air, "Hell, I'm not that fouled up."
FIRST TIMER
During parachute jumping exercise for infantry the jumping instructor assured a shaking soldier that everything he had learned in preparatory training would see him through his jump.
"Then you have got a spare chute," he pointed out.
Still shaking the soldier said, "It's not the jump that scares me. This is the first time I've ever been in an airplane."
DUMMY JUMP
A movie star playing a war hero had to jump with a parachute dragging him into the river. The stunt man refused to go for the actor. So they got a dummy and dropped it from a plane.
"How does it look?" the director was asked.
"It's a dummy dropped into a river from the air," he said disgustedly. "The dummy sure may not look like a hero!"
Here was the turn of the movie star to show that he was a hero not only by the role but in life as well.
"I'll go," he said. So he was dropped with all particulars taken care of to look realistic. The star got almost drowned before emerging badly bruised. He staggered back to the set.
"How did that look?" he panted.
"Like a dummy being dropped from the air," said the director.
CHANGE OF TERMS
A magazine commentator wrote: "The US Air Force now uses the term 'precision-guided munitions' instead of 'smart bombs', so the public won't think other AF weapons are stupid."
HEROISM THROUGH CONFUSION
While going through paratrooper training a paratrooper collided in midair with another trooper, whose chute collapsed as a result. He grabbed the other fellow in a bear hug, and they rode the one good chute to safety.169
"I commend you for your quick thinking and, first of all, for placing comradeship above all, Kendrik," said his commander.
"We had only one chute, sir," reported modestly the paratrooper, "and I wasn't about to let go to see it was mine."170
DEAF
A creature from outer space landed on earth right in front of a gas station. Facing the pump, he said. "Take me to your leaders." He repeated the command five times. Finally he yelled at the pump in a loud voice, pointing at the fuel hoses hanging from the pump column, "You must hear me better if you took your fingers out of your ears!"
AS YOU WERE
(Historical Odds and Ends)
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POTENTIAL ENEMY
During WWII in a letter to his dad an American soldier wrote: "I am sick in a hospital where there are two British."
After some time a letter was received from the father.
The letter run as follows: "I am happy, dear son and brave warrior, that you enjoy your life in the Army. And especially I have delight in your having taken two prisoners."
ALLIES
During the Second World War a group of American soldiers were driving in a sparsely settled section of Texas, USA. Because of some trouble in their car motor they stopped at the first big house along the road.
The farmer looked with suspicion at their uniform and asked: "Where you all come from?"
"We're from Kentucky," replied one of the soldiers.
There were marked signs of relief as the farmer turned towards the house and called out, "You kin putm the rifle down, Ma, and come out. They're on our side — they're Southerners as well."172
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
A US Army psychological warfare unit was being put to use for the first time on a South Pacific island during World War II. They printed pamphlets in Japanese promising good treatment and particularly delicious food for those who surrender. The pamphlets were loaded on a plane and dumped by the thousands all over the area.173 The next day a group of bearded, battle-scarred Marines showed up at headquarters.
"We surrender," boomed the sergeant in charge. "Now where the hell is all that delicious food?"
BATTLE WOUNDS
On visiting day at a military hospital a sweet little old lady paused at a soldier's bed and inquired: "And where were you wounded, young man?"
"In the Solomons, ma'am."
"How terrible," she said. "I hope they heal."
HE KNEW HIS SUBJECT TOO WELL
During WWII a mathematics professor was sent to the OCS (Officer Candidate School). In the course of a lecture on the application of mathematics to gunnery, the ex-professor grew exceedingly drowsy. The instructor, both young and junior, saw his sleepy student and snapped him awake with a scathing remark:m

"Well, Jackson, since you seem to know this subject well enough to sleep through the lecture, perhaps you'd like to teach it."
"I'd be glad to," was the reply. "After all, I wrote the book you're using."
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"Why ya lookin' so sad? I got out of it okay."
SOME ASPECTS OF HORSE CAVALRY EMPLOYMENT
A general of the US armed forces in an Asiatic theater in WWII was asked by a listener: " General, did you use horses during that siege defense?
"Yes, indeed."
"And how were they?"
"Tasty, mighty tasty," replied the general.
HARD READING MATTER
During WWII the bombs to be loaded into bombers had various chalked inscriptions (such as 'Hold This One', 'Love to Adolf, 'Many Happy Returns', etc.).
But the corporal in charge couldn't make head or tail of one.
"Shockin' 'andwritin'," "5 he said, aggrieved. "If I can't read it, I'm sure the Jerries can't..."
ALMOST BITING THE DUST
During WWII an English light bomber was returning in a hurry from enemy territory. Much the worse for wear, it was flying at nearly zero feet.
Noticing an enemy plane coming to attack, the observer shouted on the intercom to the pilot, and pointed downwards. The pilot yelled back in disgust, "Well, what the hell do you expect me to do? Dig a bloody tunnel?!"
SHOCK ACTION
During WWII a British bomber, returning from a day raid on enemy territory, flew almost at ground level along a road in Holland where the crew spotted two Nazi soldiers on bicycles.
Afterwards the navigator reported: "We couldn't dip our guns low enough, so I yelled to the pilot, 'Hi, George, put your wheels down and run the blighters over!'" "6
ROPE TRICK
One evening during WWII it was so dull in London that the barrage balloons could not be seen from the ground. An old lady, walking in Hyde Park, looked perplexedly at the retaining cables and asked a nearby airman: "What do you think there's a balloon at the end of that rope?"
Cocking an eye skyward, the airman replied: "Well, if there isn't, lady, someone's done the Indian rope trick!"177
TRAP WORD
In 1943 a group of German well trained secret service agents was dropped with parachutes in Great Britain with a special mission to attempt assassination of the Allied top leaders during the Teheran conference which was to take place in the near future. This group included Nazi elite cutthroats, disguised as American servicemen and speaking fluent colloquial English. But this group, one of several with identical missions, was arrested and exposed. An operator at a refilling station where the group stopped to refill their car reported to a counterintelligence officer that there was something 'fishy' about these GIs. When asked to specify, he explained: "One of them asked me, 'Fill her up with petrol'."178
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"Go tell th' boys to line up, Joe. We got fruit juice fer breakfast."
"What of it?"
"But Americans use the word 'gasoline' or 'gas'!"
SUPERFLUOUS
During the operations of the American forces in the Pacific in WWII a medical officer was briefing a marine unit about the hazards of the operations area.
"You should take care of sharks near the shore and barracudas during tides and when in land beware of typhus, yellow fever, poisonous snakes; don't eat anything that grows and what you don't know; don't drink water without desinfection. Then think of small and big predators, and finally mind all sorts of insects..."
"Has anyone a question?" he asked in conclusion.
"I've got one, sir," a marine asked. "Why do we want to take this island from the Japs?"
OUTDATED WEAPONS?
Amid many stories about all sorts of then most modern weapons used in WW II a story may be lost. We learn from it that British 'commandos' employed with effect, as a silent weapon for nigM fighting, the bow and arrows.
ONE FROM THE HORSE-LAUGH SERIES
A tender-foot cavalry recruit thought he could ride, so he mounted the horse. A moment later he painfully picked himself up out of the dust in the corner of the riding ground.
"Man, oh, man," he said, "but she bucked something fierce."179
"Bucked!" said a cavalryman. "Rats! She only coughed."
GREATNESS AND LIKENESS
A film producer was visiting the studios where a historical war film was being shot.
"And what part does that little fellow play?" he asked.
"He plays Napoleon," explained the director.
"But why do we have so small a man to play such an important big part?"
ART AND LIFE
In the time of the operation of the draft system in the USA the following dialogue was recorded.
"What's happened to those battle scenes in your war play?" a theater director was asked. "Those actors are getting steadily worse. They play soldiers without any enthusiasm or realism."
"No wonder; they received their draft notices yesterday."
SMARTEST
An old cavalryman bragged about owning the smartest horse in the US Cavalry.
"Why, one day I was ridin' that road, with a message and the оГ hoss stumbled an' I fell an' busted my hip."180
"So what?"
"Grabbing my belt, he drug me to the roadside, then galloped five miles and brung back a doctor." ш
"I think that's wonderful."
'"Twasn't so wonderful. Dang burned crittur brung back a hoss doctor!"182
U-2
After the American spy plane U-2 (piloted by F. Powers) was shot down with a missile over Russia in 1962 other pilots hired by the CIA refused to fly planes with this name which they prophetically interpreted as "You too."
WRONG ABBREVIATION
It happened in Vietnam, during the American aggression there. An American adviser was riding in a jeep with a South-Vietnam driver. He was startled to hear a mortar round land nearby.
He asked the driver: "Is it VC? Should we take cover?"
The smiling driver replied: "No VC."
The rnifrtar rounds began walking towards the jeep. The American was reassured with 'no VC again, Finally, the rounds began to get too close for comrect and the American had to rush into a bunker.
Exasperated, he turned to the driver: "You said 'no VC."
With shrug the driver answered: "No VC, NVA."
WHY BOTHER?
Two ex-Vietnam US pilots escaped from the psychiatric hospital and took off in a plane.
One of them tells the other: "Hey, bud, we're out of fuel."
"Why bother? We'll soon turn back."
BEST DOG
A GI said to his buddy pointing at a dog.
"This is the best scout dog in the US Army in Vietnam. He ain't sniffed out no VC yet. But he's bitten the top three times."
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"You blokes leave an awfully messy battlefield."
SOIL SCIENCE
A GI in Nam told his friend in the foxhole: "I've dug so many foxholes in this here land183 that my future is settled, Willie. I'm gonna be expert on types of Asian soil!"
SPLIT-SECOND PRECISION
A GI in Vietnam was asked by a reporter: "Do you know when you are coming back to the States from this Command?"
"In 6 months, 2 weeks, 12 days, 15 hours, 2 minutes and 39 seconds," replied the man.
SALUTING
(Historical Essay)
Knowledgeable people say that saluting started as an ancient greeting among warriors to show
that right hand (weapon hand) was empty and no harm intended.
TACTICAL PRAYER
Once when his armies were preparing to give a rebuff to the invading enemy a war leader began praying in these words: "Oh, Great God, if our country is right, help us to win victory! But if the enemy is wrong, forgive him his defeat! If you, however, can not decide which side is right, step aside and watch us carry the day!184 Amen!"
AGE FOR FIGHTING
A war veteran was retelling his grandson his war experiences. "I remember once I had to fight for my life against an enemy battalion and only one of the enemy soldiers ran away."
"But," said his grandson, "last year you told me there was a platoon there."
"Yes," said the veteran, "but you were too young then to know the whole horrible truth."
CATCH
During the draft times in the USA a young man approached a baseball manager and declared he'd like a try out with his ball club. "I'm a terrible batter," said the young man, "and you don't have to worry about losing me in the draft, because I'm 4-F."
"What position do you play?" the manager asked.
"You name it, mister, I'll play it. I can pitch, catch, play the infield or outfield. I can take tickets, too, and peel peanuts."
The manager said, disgustedly, "You're nuts!"
"Sure," grinned the young man. "What do you think they put me in 4-F for?"
COME BACK
After gunning his truck the wrong way down an out-way evacuation road, the rather drunk private driver was asked where he thought he was going by a MP.
"I'm not really sure," confessed the drunk. "I had to go to the front but I must be late and the war is over because everybody seems to be coming back already."
CUTTING OFF HIS CHANCE OF RETREAT
"Well, my good fellow," said a victorious general to a soldier after the battle, "and what did you do to help us to gain this victory?"
"Do!" replied Mike. "May it please you, sir, I walked up boldly to one of the enemy and cut off his feet."
"Cut off his feet! Why did you not cut off his head?" said the general.
"Ah! and faith, that was off already," replied the soldier.
JUST THE WORD
Two GIs in Vietnam were discussing their commanders.
"Those blasted lifers!" exclaimed one of the pair, "I'd like to frag all of them!"
"Careful, John!" the other remarked. "After all you don't find officers hanging on trees,185 you know..."
"No, but it's a good idea."
[image: image27.png]



"I'm jest a country doctor.
If ya don't mind, I'll consult
wit' Pfc. Johnson, th' famous
blister specialist."
ONLY KILLING
A king was about to set out on a conquest campaign to a foreign land and told one of the scholars: "If I happen to return from battles safe and sound I'll renounce the throne and begin the career of a physician."
"Well," said the scholar critically, "y°u're геа11У possessed with idea of killing people!"
WITH OR WITHOUT
During the American aggression in VN a soldier was asked by an official of Gallop Opinion Poll Institute.18e
"What do you think how long you'll live?" "With or without Nixon?" asked the soldier in his turn.
MOST COMMON
In an Army hospital in the USA where there were patients mostly from Vietnam many had notes "WK" in their medical cards.
Thinking it was a rare disease from Nam a visitor asked the head doctor: "What, pray, is 'WK', an epidemic?"
"It means 'Who Knows?' " explained the doctor.
WAR
(a definition)
A witty philosopher said: "War is untying a political knot with teeth when the tongue was not able to do this job."
ABSENCE MAKES HEARTS GROW FONDER
When a war vet returned from wars, he greeted his homely wife with: "Hello, beautiful!"
"I know why you call me that," she giggled. "It's because I spent seven hours in a beauty parlor."
"No," countered her consort. "It's because I spent seven months in Korea in the damned war there."
CLICHE CODE
O'Henry, the famous American writer, in one of his stories ("Calloway's Code") cites an example of how language cliches from American newspapers were used as a secret message code.
The American correspondents with the Japanese Army in the Field during the Russo-Japanese War of 1904 — 05 were forbidden to send any news whatever; and every message that was allowed on the wires was censored with rigid severity. But when the following cablegram was handed in the
Japanese censor just grinned and let it go through: "Foregone preconcerted rash witching goes muffled rumor mine dark silent unfortunate Richmond existing great hotly select brute mooted parlons beggars ye angels incontrovertible.".
Nothing panned out in the office of the managing editor. Then one official got a line on it. He pointed out that each word in the message was a component of a cliche, and namely:
Foregone — conclusion. Preconcerted — arrangement. Rash — act. Witching — hour of midnight. Goes — without saying. Muffled — report. Rumor — has it. Mine — host. Dark — horse. Silent — majority. Unfortunate — pedestrians. Richmond — in the field. Existing — conditions. Great — White Way. Hotly — contested. Select — few. Brute — force. Mooted — question. Parlons — Times (Motto). Beggars — description. Ye — a correspondent. Angels — unawares. Incontrovertible — fact.
As a result it was not difficult to obtain the following text: "Concluded arrangement to act at hour of midnight without saying. Report has it that a large body of cavalry and an overwhelming force of infantry will be thrown into the field. Conditions white way contested by only a small force. Question the Times description. Its correspondent is unaware of the fact."
FLANK ATTACK
Impatient with President Lincoln's order that detailed reports from the front be dispatched to the White House, General McClellan sent him the following telegram: President Abraham Lincoln, Washington, D.C.
We have captured six cows. What shall we do with them?
George B. McClellan
The President immediately answered: General George B. McClellan, Army of the Potomac.

As to the six cows captured — milk them.

A. Lincoln

EDISON AND TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATION
The famous American inventor Th. A. Edison was rather deaf and said that in his courtship his deafness was a help. He taught the lady of his heart the Morse code and they got along much better than with spoken words — by tapping words — the most important of which was her reply 'Yes' (also in code).

SENSE OF DIRECTION

The English writer R. L. Stevenson wrote a note to a friend inviting him to come and visit him on Samoa: "You take the boat at San Francisco, and then my place is the second to the left."
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"I guess it's okay. The
replacement center says
he comes from a long line
of infantryman."
HE GOT THE BIRD
The colonel's orderly served him a turkey for dinner on Xmas Day.
"Listen, man," said the colonel, "you told me the turkey here was a domestic fowl you bought at a shop?"
"Yes, sir."
"Then what's this shot I'm discovering in it?"
The orderly ran his finger round his collar, and shuffled from one boot to another. "Dat shot, sir," he announced finally, "was meant for me."
WHY BE FUSSY?
An American general in command of a force of the Southern Confederation during the Civil War in America said to his hungry soldiers who had not received their rations for long.
"There's far too much importance attached to food. I once went without food for twenty eight days. I couldn't attract the attention of the waiter in a restaurant!"
NOT SPORTING
In the horse-cavalry times after races the squadron commander was giving a piece of his mind to a cavalry trooper.
"A fine cavalryman you are!" he said, "I distinctly told you to come away with a rush at the corner.187 Why didn't you?"
"Well," explained the trooper, "it didn't seem sporting to leave the horse behind,188 sir."
CHOICE OF MESSENGERS
In ancient Rome the choice of messengers was determined by the nature of reports. Reports with good news were carried by messengers who were chosen from among the cheapest slaves since the carrier of good news was to be sacrificed to gods as thanks giving. On the contrary, bad news could be delivered by messengers of noble descent. Therefore by the rank of the messenger it was possible to learn in advance which news he was bringing.
WORDS AND DEEDS
In ancient Greece, a general was perorating before the war council at length about wonders of troop leadership he was going to accomplish in the forthcoming campaign. Another general who didn't have such a gift of the gab on military matters said when his turn came:
"All what the previous speaker promised to do, I'll do!"
COLUMBUS AND RADIO
A New York newspaper published the following ad as a practical joke:
"For sale: 'A radio set in good condition. Belonged to Christopher Columbus. Valuable antiquity object.'"
The paper got thousands of letters from people wishing to acquire a thing owned by the famous man himself.
HORSE AS TELEPHONE OPERATOR
In horse-cavalry time the wife of a cavalryman asked her husband: "I overheard you talking in your sleep about a certain 'Jane'. Who is she?"
"It's the name of my horse in the unit," reported her husband. In the evening the wife again said: "You know, Mike, when you were in the unit your horse called you on the phone."
STILL UNKNOWN
In Washington a group of American tourists were standing before the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. One lady asked her companion: "How come that for so many years they have not been able to find out the name of one man only?"
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
(in philosophical interpretation)
A philosopher is said to produce the following aphorism: "Keep a secret, it's your slave. Tell it, and it's your master."
WHY INDEED?
A brass hat from the Pentagon was addressing a US Marine unit in Vietnam.
"Why should the American warriors fight on the Far-Eastern soil?" he asked.
One scarred Marine remarked: "Right you are, sir! Why?"
HISTORY LESSON
An American general in Vietnam was extremely worried over the problem of warning of troops of the approach of the enemy so skillful in surprise guerrilla operations. In spite of intense efforts, most up-to-date sophisticated sensors of personnel were not able to detect timely enemy troops.
Then the general happened to read about that fact in the history of ancient Rome when the city was saved from a surprise attack by geese which raised alarm and alerted the defenders of the city.
"It looks like a good idea," the general exclaimed. "At once order the hasty delivery to Vietnam of 10,000 geese," he ordered his COFS.
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"Th' yellow one is fer national defense, th' red one wit' white stripes is fer very good conduct, and th' real purty one wit' all th colors is fer bein' in this theater of operations."
PALEONTOLOGY AND MILITARISM
An adept of armored warfare was demanding from the US Congress still larger expenditures on the development of armor.
"Armor is everything," he urged.
One Congressman remarked: "Do you know, general, that in prehistoric period dinosaurs died out just because they had a very strong armor but a very small head?"
WHISKERS AND INSIGNIA
(from U.S. Navy folklore)
They say that the custom of US Navy officers wearing stripes on the sleeves of their uniform owes its origin to whiskers. Here's the story.
A USN admiral who had long whiskers {lowing each side wasn't properly saluted by an officer. The unfortunate officer explained he had not seen the four stars on the admiral's collar because of the whiskers. From then on US Navy officers have stripes on their sleeves indicating their rank.
SECRETS
G.B.S. said: "It's wrong that women can not keep secrets. They can keep them excellently. But it is so hard that they do the thing by joint effort."
PIPE OF PEACE
His little son was reading a book about Red Indians.
"Daddy, why did the Indians smoke the pipe of peace when they were concluding peace?"
"Because after smoking they didn't have any strength left to go on fighting."
SABER TRICK
A veteran cavalryman entered the office of a circus manager.
"I could perform a great number in your circus," he declared.
"What number?"
"I can swallow a one meter long saber." "Many people can do it."
"Yes, but I'm 93 cm high."
WAR MONUMENT TO A COCK
Some time in the Middle Ages the commander of an army besieging a city for a very long time saw a cock walking on the walls of the city. The commander came to the conclusion that his plan to starve the city info surrender had failed and he lifted the siege. In fact there were no food supplies left in the city and the cock was the only fowl surviving there. The thankful citizens put up a monument to the cock.
NAVAJO CODE TALKERS
Navajo Code Talkers were an US Army outfit formed in 1942 after the Japanese easily broke English language codes. Because the Navajo Language is unwritten and unintelligible to anyone except another Navajo someone recommended it to be used for voice transmission codes. Four months after Pearl Harbor 29 Navajo recruits (Indians by descent) were trained and later the system was combat-tested on Guadalcanal. It worked. The code proved unbreakable and played a major part in the war in the Pacific. In all about 100 Navajos served as code talkers. Similar attempts were made in the US Army to use Iroquoists language talkers.
HERE TOO
After the war an American officer visiting Sweden saw a battery of Swedish 40 mm AA guns on parade. He turned to his companion and remarked: "Oh, I see you have Bofors guns189 in Sweden too!"
HYBRID
During the preparations for the Apollo-Soyouz flight much attention was devoted to language drills. There was a current joke that as a result a hybrid space language may develop such as 'Otchen o'kay'.
WHY FIGHT?
Two rivals had a dual. They exchanged pistol shots and parted. One of the participants was asked by his friend: "Were the bullets you fired of the same caliber?"
"Yes.''
"Were they of the same metal?"
"Yes."
"And of the same weight?"
"Sure."
"Then why should you exchange them?"
WAR FORECASTS
In ancient times there were no computers to put two and two together in forecasting military operations. The job was assigned to all sorts of prophets and oracles. Those folks sometimes produced rather puzzling war forecasts. One of them ran as follows: "In this war you'll destroy a big empire." The king who had requested this forecast had to cudgel his brains trying vainly to guess which empire was meant — his or the enemy's. The oracle passed this issue in silence.
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"Let 'im in. I wanna a critter I kin feel sorry fer."
PHILOSOPHICAL ENGINEER
In ancient times a king in command of the armed forces invading a foreign country told his engineer to make plans for crossing a river.
After a long pause the engineer was found at the river watching the stream.
"So what's your decision?" asked the king.
"I think it is not needed building any bridge here. Look, sire, how swiftly the current is! In some time all water will flow away and the bed will run dry."
CLEAN
A soldier was asked at meals after a battle: "Why don't you wash your hands?"
"Why should I? They are clean. I kept them up in combat."
WAYS OF VICTORY
A general sent the following report about his victory: "We didn't have a white flag at hand and therefore we were compelled to win victory."
MOTIVATION OF GREAT INVENTIONS
A scientist was asked: "How great inventions are made?"
"At once," he answered. "You know that such an idea is unfeasible absolutely. However there lives somewhere a man who doesn't know it and he succeeds in inventing just the thing."
ARMLESS
Once a king asked some soldiers the following question during an inspection of his troops, "If I personally give you orders to fire your rifle at me would you obey my orders?"
All soldiers replied they would, as orders are orders to be obeyed implicitly. Only one soldier answered: "No, I wouldn't fire!"
The king was very happy to hear such a statement and praised the man.
"Bravo, my boy," he exclaimed. "At last I see a soldier who values his king's life above merely his soldier's duty!" Then he asked the man to explain why he wouldn't fire his rifle.
"Because I haven't got one. I am a bugler," was the exhaustive explanation.
WRITTEN WORD IS NOT TRUSTED
They say a word written is usually not trusted. Man is always tempted to touch things to see for himself how things are. That's why benches in a city park sometimes have the following notice: 'Freshly Painted. Do Not Touch. Really Painted'.
Something like this happened in Vietnam. An engineer GI saw directly on a path through the jungle a sign: 'BEWARE OF BOOBY-TRAPS'.190
The GI heard about such enemy tricks and tried to knock away the phony sign. And was blown up to pieces. The sign was booby-trapped by VC.
ASTRONOMERS AND DOTS
A noted astronomer said to A. Einstein once: "To an astronomer man is nothing more than an insignificant dot in an infinite universe."
"I have often felt that," Einstein replied. "But then I realized that the insignificant dot who is a man is also the astronomer."
GRAND STRATEGY
The monarch and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of a small but militaristic country was
holding a council of war in preparation for a realistic war game. The C-in-C set out his strategic plan to the COFS who was jotting down every word of the great strategist.
"Then infantry will attack the left flank!" Due note was taken of the wise maneuver.
"Then finally the enemy front will be attacked by all of our tanks brought together for a mighty thrust!"
"All of our tanks?" exclaimed the COFS. "What a stroke of military genius!"
"Yes, both of them," confirmed the C-in-C with great determination.
EVEN CHANCES
Two rivals were about to start a shooting duel when one of them objected: "No good. Conditions of the duel aren't equally fair."
"What's the matter?"
"I've got too big a silhouette!"
"Let's draw my silhouette on your body," suggested his opponent readily.
WORSE THAN HELL
A GI was killed in Vietnam and went to heaven.
"What did you do on earth, Smith?" asked St. Peter.
"I was an infantryman in the US Army in Vietnam."
"No vacancies for such people," said St. Peter and he slammed the gates. So the GI went down to hell.
"What were you on earth?" asked the devil.
"I was an infantryman in the US Army in Vietnam.
"You can't come in here," screamed the devil, and shut the furnace. "Gosh," moaned the GI. "Must I go back to infantry in Vietnam?"
FRONT OR REAR?
(Horse-Cavalry-Time Humor)
A young Cavalry soldier asked the instructor: "What end of the horse do I jump off at the command 'Dismount'?"
"Either one," answered the instructor. "It stops at both ends."
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"Ya wouldn't git so tired if ya didn't carry extra stuff. Throw th' joker outta yer decka cards."
CAMOUFLAGE MIRACLES
A war vet was retelling about this experiences: "The enemy was once so well camouflaged that
the general gave orders to fire at every object on
the battlefield looking unlike soldier."
BETTER OPPORTUNITY
Two GIs were having a bull session in Vietnam during the American aggression there.
"William, you must envy Robert! He is as old as you but he's already been promoted to sergeant."
"That's so but don't forget he was released from the can191 a year earlier than me!"
BACTERIOLOGICAL WARFARE
They say that Louis Pasteur was once challenged by an offended arrogant offspring of some aristocratic family. The famous bacteriologist suggested an odd duel. The challenger had to choose between two test tubes — one filled with clear water and the other with a culture of smallpox bacteria.
The first (and only) BW duel in the world history didn't take place.
OFF LIMITS
Two cinema actors engaged in the filming of a historical picture with many battle scenes took advantage of a break to walk into a local bar in the Roman gladiators costumes — complete with tunic, armor, helmet and sword. The bar tender didn't make any haste to serve them.
Thinking he was dumbfounded with their appearance one of the 'warriors' exclaimed: "What's the matter? Don't you serve members of the armed forces?"
Still silent, the bartender pointed to the sign "Off Limits To Military Personnel. By Order Of Provost Marshal."
WHO IS WHO?
Atomic scientists were given aliases for their work on the top-secret atomic project (Manhattan Project) in the USA in 1940.
One physicist, E. P. Wigner was nicknamed Winston. A guard didn't believe Wigner's name was Winston, so he asked the next man in line to confirm it.
"I'm sure his name is Winston as I am sure my name is Farmer," replied the man who was E. Fermi (also a famous atomic physicist).
BRIEF DEEDS BUT LONG STORIES
Astronaut Harrington Schmitt who took the lunar stroll in 1972 says the moon walk was so brief that every now and again he starts telling somebody a long story about something he saw on the moon he realizes he was telling about something he saw in a picture.
LONG DISTANCE RECORD
During a blitz raid a German bomber was shot down over Great Britain near a small village just at the moment when a local amateur company was giving a show with some scenes about Red Indians' war adventures. The Nazi pilot who had parachuted into the area near the stage was surrounded by actors dressed as Red Indians on the war path. When the pilot saw the Indian chief in the warrior's garb, complete with headdress, tomahawk and war paint he exclaimed: "My God, what a poor navigation! But what a flying performance! We've crossed the Atlantic!"
WHICH SIDE?
An American tourist in London was strolling down Whitehall. He halted an Englishman and enquired, "Would you mind telling me which side the War Office is on?" m
"Heavens!" exclaimed the Englishman, looking startled. "Ours, I hope."
THEORY AND PRACTICE
After working with a team of experts to bring Apollo 13 back from space a mathematician went home in his car but went astray in the city suburbs and had to ask a pedestrian for directions home. When he told his family about his wanderings his schoolboy son commented: "Dad, I'm glad those astronauts in space don't know about your doings."
GETTING TO THE 

BOTTOM OF
THINGS
(and Words)
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HORRIBLE ETYMOLOGICAL REVELATION
In 1941 American military etymology lovers discovered with horror that the abbreviation CINCUS (Commander-in-Chief, US Fleet) implied the invitation to the enemy 'Sink Us'. The abbreviation abetting the enemy was hastily changed.
ETYMOLOGY TORPEDOED
Everybody knows about that naval weapon 'torpedo'. But only few people are aware of the connection of this word with the fish world though the torpedo was often called a 'tin-fish', a 'kipper', etc. The word 'torpedo' is a metaphorical transfer from the name in Latin of an electric ray from the family Torpedinidae which possesses a peculiar organ enabling it to stun its prey with electric shock.
BRINKMANSHIP
The word is a compression of the phrase 'balancing on the brink of war' where 'brink' means 'edge
of a precipice'. The figurative meaning implies an image of dangerous activities involving deadly consequences.
A war-mongering politician in the West advocating such a policy is called 'brinkman'. Such derivatives from phrases are rather common in the military vocabulary. See, for example, 'saber-rattler' from 'rattle the saber', 'line-shooter' from 'shoot the line', 'buck-passer' from 'pass the buck'.
GUN-BOAT DIPLOMACY
'Gun-boat' here means a special man-of-war, originally used only on rivers. In a broad sense it means any naval ship and the Navy as a symbol of armed power. It is generally known that American and British imperialists always made use of theif naval power for their 'policy from the position of strength'. Their diplomacy was always coupled with the threat to use the Navy and Marines. Though now their fleets include aircraft carriers and missile ships of all types the threatening import of their diplomacy remains unchanged. 'Shows of force' displayed by the US Navy every now and then in 'hot spots' of the globe are the same 'Gun-Boat Diplomacy' with a show of more terrible weapons of nuclear holocaust.
EIGHTBALL
'Eightball' is a highly uncomplimentary slang word standing for a rather objectionable character ('gold brick', 'goof'). The word owes its origin to the billiard game where the number 8 ball has some restrictive associations which make it an object of disapproval. Namely, in a pocket billiard game, popular in the USA, the player loses if he directs the eight ball into the pocket. Hence, the phrase 'be
behind the eightball' (in trouble). In the Army the word has likely connections with the expression 'Section 8' which was a section of provisions specifying the reasons for discharge from military service. 'Section 8' defined the reasons for discharge for reasons of mental, psychiatric deficiencies and therefore 'Section 8' figuratively means a 'psycho', a 'moron'.
DRONE
A drone is a collective name for pilotless aircraft. But original meaning was and is 'the male of the honeybee and other bees'. This particular kind of the insect through clear associations was connected with such notions as 'one who lives on the labor of others', 'an idler', 'a sluggard'.
These associations underlie the transfer of the meaning to an aircraft which was steered by remote control without a pilot. Initially, pilotless aircraft were used as air targets for training AA gun crews. These targets were marked with black stripes along the tail part of the fuselage. These stripes looked like those of a drone (the insect). Hence, the nickname. Nowadays pilotless aircraft are distinguished as drones and RPVs (remotely-piloted vehicles). Drones are program-guided while RPVs are piloted from a distance by operators. It is curious to know that bomber air crews called jokingly air gunners 'drones'. Probably because air gunners were idle during flights and had only lots of things to do when firing at enemy fighters.
LOCAL RUSSIAN "SLANG"
During WWII Murmansk was often visited by British and American sailors coming with convoys bringing in lend-lease supplies to the USSR. Some
of the sailors engaged in minor black market operations selling cigarettes, candies, chocolates, soap, etc. The residents of the city, therefore, called these sailors 'вонтики' (from the English question 'want it?').
JAMES COOK AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO RUSSIAN
The famous English sea traveler J. Cook had (of course unwittingly) his name connected with a Russian word 'кукиш' meaning 'fig'. The story goes that Captain Cook had among his crew a Russian sailor who, on returning back to Russia after the fabulous voyages as often as not surprised with his tales about Cook his listeners who exclaimed: 'Аи да Кук, ишь ты!" (What a smart man, that Cook, well I never!) Hence the word. May be it's not true to fact but funny enough. 'Se поп ё vero ё ben tro-vato',193 as the Italian phrase goes. As you see etymology is fun!
SEESAW BATTLE
'Seesaw battle' is fighting with unconclusive result for both sides, with ups and down of war luck. A very well-known plaything of children (a rocking plank with a support at the middle) used to provide fun for kids was associated with some combat operations. British also use the phrase 'ding-dong battle' where 'ding-dong' is a figurative expression of back and forth motion of the knocker of a bell.
DEADLINE
This word is now a term. Its principal meanings are 'date limits', 'state of disrepair'. It's interesting to trace the development of this signification from the original meaning.
'Deadline' in jails meant the line in the yard where prisoners used to walk beyond which they had not to go. Guards could shoot dead any inmate crossing it. Hence the meaning (date or time) 'limit'. Vehicles with a long service period were scheduled to be sent to a maintenance shop for repair after a definite date (deadline). Those under repair were said to be 'deadlined'.
ABBREVIATIONS
(which do not abbreviate anything)
SOS. This abbreviation known throughout the world as the international distress signal, transmitted by Morse code by ships at sea or aircraft in emergency, is often decyphered as spelling 'Save
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"No, thanks, Willie. I'll go look
fer some mud wot ain't been
used."
Our Souls'. Though this interpretation seems very romantic it has nothing to do with the real meaning. SOS is the simplest combination of dots and dashes to be easily memorized by any radio operator or listener.
OVRA. 

This abbreviation fortunately is not any longer known to younger generations. But in the recent past it was as well familiar as German 'Gestapo'. OVRA meant Italy's secret police during the fascist regime. Mussolini chose this haphazard combination of letters with a purpose to impress Italian people with the mystery of the meaning. He said the more mysterious this abbreviation would look the more fear these four letters would inspire.
DITCHING
How the word meaning a 'ditch' (trench as an excavation) came to mean 'forced landing by aircraft on water at sea'?
During WWII British aircraft returning from missions in Germany had to fly over the English Channel. In the sailors' lingo the word 'channel' has a familiar synonym 'ditch'. Hence, the English Channel was called the 'Ditch'. Naturally aircraft made emergency landing in the Ditch. They were 'ditched'. Now the word 'ditch' means 'to land planes in emergency on the sea anywhere' (for example, such terms as 'ditching exercise', 'ditching drill', etc.).
SWEEPING AGAIN
In addition to what the reader may know about this word we may point out the humorous phrase 'Admiral's Broom' which is nearly close in meaning to the expression 'Marshal's baton' proverbially carried by every soldier in his knapsack.
The Dutch Admiral, Marten Tromp, beat the English fleet in 1652. He allegedly sailed up the Channel with a broom at his masthead in token of his ability to sweep the seas of the enemy.
KNOWING THE ROPES
Phraseology connected with the sea and sailors and sailing pervades the English vocabulary. Here are some of the phrases of naval origin.
Know the ropes — know everything thoroughly about a subject.
In the era of the sail fleets it took a lot of effort for a sailor to learn everything about the rigging of the ship (made up of canvas sails and ropes) and its manipulation. The expression 'know the hang' of something is of the same origin (know how to set up — 'hang' — various sails).
Of naval origin are such well-known phrases as 'full steam ahead', 'keep steady'. To naval activities belong 'steer clear of — avoid; 'torpedo an undertaking (conference)'; 'be three sheets in the wind', 'half seas over' — be drunk; 'go overboard'; 'clear the decks (for action)' — prepare for something; 'fire abroadside' — apply effort; 'lie of the land' — general situation — 'See how the land lies'; 'Weigh anchor' — move off, and very many others.
SABOTAGE
This word meaning in English 'malicious injury to work, tools, machinery, etc., or any underhand interference with production or business, by enemy agents during wartime' should be traced to the French word 'sabot' — a shoe with a thick wooden sole. What has a shoe in common with the above mentioned meanings?
French workers used to show their protest against bosses with knocking with their sabots. Sometimes sabots were thrown into machinery to damage it. Hence 'saboteurs', acts of sabotage'. The English 'sabotage' corresponds to the Russian word for 'diversion' — 'диверсия'.
CODE NAMES
Code names in military English include such words and expressions which are used as nicknames' (an official word) for naming operations, weapons, plans, etc. Code names, in their primary meaning, do not have any logical connection with what they designate. They are mainly designed to cover (conceal) the thing they represent to all persons who do not know their prearranged meaning. Here are some examples. In WWII the code name 'Alsos mission' was the cover name for a large-scale operation engineered and conducted by the' American strategic secret service in the late period of the war to find and evacuate to the USA all prominent atomic scientists in Europe. 'Alsos' is Greek for 'grove' (small wood). The military leader of the American A-bomb development project (Manhattan Project) was General L.R. Groves. The code name 'Husky' was given to the operations plan of American landing in North Africa in 1943. The primary meaning of the word ('Eskimo dog') suggested something connected with the North (maybe just North Africa) but was deliberately misleading (Africa can hardly be thought as a country in the North). Nothing may be seen in the well-known nickname 'Overlord' of the Anglo-American invasion of Europe across the English Channel in 1944. It was just a cover word.
Sometimes such names have peculiar origin. They say that an American general in charge of the R&D project of a tactical missile was asked: "How should we name this missile?" and exclaimed: "Honest John!" (which was an exclamation expressing ignorance). And the missile was named 'Honest John'.
Names of weapons in the US Armed Forces are chosen to provide pompous designations of propagandists significance, for example, 'Titan', 'Nike', 'Spartan' (to name but few missiles), 'Phantom', 'Cobra', 'Shooting Star' (aircraft). 'Samaritan' is the British name for an ambulance vehicle. Here some connection may be seen between the form and the meaning. Samaritan (from the bible) is 'one who is compassionate to a fellow being in distress' (compare the biblical 'good Samaritan'). Another British special combat vehicle for the battlefield recovery (extraction) of damaged and stuck mobile equipment was nicknamed 'Samson' (after the mythical performer of Herculean exploits).
'Brimstone Project' was the code name of the siting of Minuteman ballistic missiles in abandoned sulphur and copper ore mines.
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"Wisht I could stand up an' git some sleep."
WINGED EXPRESSIONS
Here are some well-known words and expressions found nearly in every language. All of them owe their meaning to some military fact, incident, event, object, person, etc.
Trojan Horse. The myth has it that during the Trojan War the Greeks besieging Troy without success resorted to a ruse. They built a huge wooden horse and left it standing near the walls of the fortress of Troy, and themselves made a demonstration of sailing away. The Troy inhabitants dragged the horse into the city. At night the warriors hidden in the horse jumped out and, killing all the guard, opened the gates of the fortress and let in their comrades who had returned by ship. In this way Troy was seized. Hence, the figurative meaning 'cunning plan'.
The sword of Damocles. Now the expression is used to mean always present deadly danger, particularly applicable to the threat of nuclear war and the policy of 'brinkmanship' pursued by imperialist warmongers.
In mythology Damocles has a sword hanging over his head on a thin thread (or hair) as a reminder of constant menace to his life.
With the shield or on the shield. It means to be the victor or die with glory. In ancient Greece warriors triumphantly returned from a war with their shields while the dead were carried from the battlefield on the shield as a form of honoring them.
Tilt at windmills. Fight against an imaginary enemy. Servantese's hero Don Quixote once attacked windmills on his horse, with his spear tilted as befell a noble knight in a duel.
The old guard never surrenders; it only dies. Napoleon's elite troops which were surrounded with a halo of invincibility were called 'old guard'.
General's battle. Fighting in which the main thing is the skillful leadership of commanders. The opposite meaning has the phrase 'soldier's battle' in which the issue will mainly depend on the soldier's brave and competent action.
At the point of the bayonet. By force of arms.
Let loose (unleash) the bloodhounds of war. An expression meaning figuratively 'trigger off a war'.
Be quick on the draw. Act quickly. Allusion is at drawing a blank weapon (sword or dagger) from the sheath quicker than the enemy. In America the phrase was popularized by stories from Wild West about cowboys quick in drawing their pistols whe-reever they were and being the first to fire.
Every soldier carries the marshal's baton in his knapsack. Napoleon's expression, meaning figuratively 'he is a bad soldier who doesn't dream of becoming a general'.
Panicky fear. In the Greek mythology Pan was God of woods and shepherds who inspired with terror even troops who were thrown into a headlong flight at his appearance.
Hammer swords into ploughshares. A phrase from the bible from a prophecy by an apostle predicting times to come when peace will reign supreme in the world.
LATIN IN MILITARY ENGLISH TEXTS
Many classical Latin sayings and phrases are often used in military contexts in connection with various situations of politico-military nature. Latin is widely used in the military heraldry: all sorts of coats of arms, badges, insignia, decorations, etc. Another application of Latin is in unit or corps mottos. A military interpreter should be acquainted with such Latin vocabulary. Here are only few examples.
Bellum omnium contra omnes. War by all
against all.
Pericula in mora. Danger in delay.
Pollice verso. Thumbs down ('Kill him off). Finish off the enemy hurled to the ground (shouts to the victorious gladiator in Coliseum in ancient Rome).
Si vis pacem, para bellum. If you wish to have peace you should be prepared for war.
Vae victis! Woe to the defeated!
Veni, vidi, vici. I came, saw and conquered (Cea-sar's report about his victory in battle).
Per aspera ad astra. Over thorns to stars (official motto of the R.A.F.).
Casus belli. Cause of war.
Para bellum. For the war.
Post bellum. After war.
Semper paratus. Always ready (the motto of some branches or units).
Conditio sine qua non. Indispensible condition.
Manu militari. By military force.
Status quo ante bellum. State before the war.
It is well known that Latin words (semes) are used as components of many English terms (for example, exoatmospheric-outer space).
Some new terms include Latin phrases as their components (for example, ad hoc committee — special committee).
WHAT GENDER AND WHAT SEX?
Why a ship is referred to as 'she'? But why a military ship is called 'man of war'? Now etymologists also ask what sex a computer is. A wit says that computers are feminine. They are admitted for their configurations, he explained. They have the ability of total recall and correct all mistakes (by men). They also predict future foolishness (of men). And, of course, they are always right.
A DOSAGE OF ETYMOLOGICAL ANALYSIS
Ammunition. From the French 'munition' (all war essentials).
Bullet. From the French 'boule' (ball) — any projectile (cannon or musket). Compare the modern term 'ball cartridge' (sharp ammo).
Cartridge. From the French 'cartouche' in the same meaning. It's interesting to know that the Dutch word 'kardoes' produced the Russian 'картуз' (head gear or powderbag). It is an example of the so-called 'folk etymology'. In English there is the term 'bag' (bag loading). The artillery French term 'ogive', meaning the sloped nose part of the projectile, in Russian was identified with the word 'жизнь' (life) ('оживальная часть снаряда').
Grenade. From the Latin 'granatus' (seedy).
Gun. From Old Norse 'Gunnhildr' (a woman's name). Weapons often received feminine names.
Missile. From Latin 'missilis' (a weapon or other object thrown or projected).
ATTACKING CISTERNS
This combination sounds like a pun or a phrase from a sci-fic story. But 'cisterns' was the code name suggested at first to conceal new weapons developed by the British in WWI. Instead of 'cisterns' these weapons were shipped as 'water tanks'. Hence tanks were called 'tanks.'
LANGUAGE CAMOUFLAGE
Use of language designed not so much to communicate something precisely but rather cover up is well-known in military communiques. Nazis were past masters at it. Americans used many words and expressions in Vietnam to conceal some action in their aggressive criminal war against the Vietnamese people. For example, 'napalm' was called 'selective ordnance', 'retreat' was replaced by 'retrograde movement', air attacks' were mentioned as 'protective reaction strikes'. Barbarous actions taken to destroy vegetation by use of herbicides were scientifically termed 'resources control', etc.
TATTOO
Originated during the Thirty Years War, and called the Zapfenstreich. At 9:00 p.m. when the call was sounded, all bungs (Zapfen) (sticks used to cork wine barrels) had to be in their barrels, signifying the end of the drinking bout. A check line (Streich) was then drawn across the bung by the guard so that it couldn't be opened without evidence of tampering. Bungs were translated in English as taps and the whole command as 'Tap to' that became 'Tattoo'.
SLANG ROLL CALL
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CSM
CSM means 'counter slang measures' (compare: 'ECM' — 'electronic countermeasures'). We have coined this term to denote work applied to counter the influence on morale of troops of various slang words and expressions which reflect the negative attitude of the personnel of the Armed Forces to some aspects and things of military service conveyed in some slang. For example, the word 'pig' is widely known as highly derogative name for hated MPs who perform the functions of gendarmery. It is recommended in an American military magazine to 'laugh off this word as merely humor in verbal form. MPs are suggested to wear badges in the form of pig heads. Perhaps to show that this condemning word is accepted as a good piece of witticism.
The same thing may be said about the word 'lifer' which became widely spread in Vietnam among
American troops there. The word meant, quite uncomplimentary, a professional who made military service his career. Again the recommendation was to make and wear sort of a badge showing the face of a prisoner behind bars, that is to treat this word, with a stigma of antagonism between different categories of servicemen, as also a good-natured product of harmless humor in slang.
Another type of CSM is the official ban of the use of certain words and expressions (or, at least, the recommendation not to use them at all or in formal writing). Thus, for instance, the use of the term 'dogface' (private) wasn't recommended in magazines and newspapers in the Army. In Vietnam Americans had to forbid the use of such insulting nicknames for Vietnamese (and any Asiatic people) as 'gooks'.
A recent addition to the Army slang 'fragging' — meaning the attempt on the life of a hated officer with a grenade or booby-trap ('frag' short for 'fragment') — was ousted from the official use and replaced with an 'assault with an explosive device'. The explanation was that the term 'fragging' tended to 'trivialize the seriousness of the assault'.
BAIL OUT
'Bail out' means 'jump with parachute for life in an emergency'. Now it is a term. But originally it was a comparison with throwing water (with scoops) out of a boat which sprang leakage. It was humorously and figuratively suggested that the crew was 'spilling themselves out the plane', as it were. There was another jocular expression for this action — 'jump out of window'.
Jumping with parachute during an air drop is colloquially called 'hit the silk'. 'Silk' here stands for the chute (originally made of silk). Parachutists are facetiously suggested 'get out and walk'.
BAG
'Bag' means the number of enemy planes shot down by a fighter or AA unit, etc. It may also signify any equipment captured from the ertemy. 'Bag a plane' means 'bring it down'. The word is an example of borrowings from another activity, and namely hunting where the 'bag' meant also the game killed by the hunter.
CHARLIE
Charlie is a slang name of the enemy used by American aggressive forces in Vietnam. Strictly speaking, it was part of the abbreviation of the word 'Viet Cong (VC)' applied by Americans to the People's Forces of the Liberation of South Vietnam. In the radiotelephone (R/T) alphabet the letters VC are pronounced 'Victor Charlie'. During WWII Charlie was a nickname used to mean the enemy (Germans) and some aircraft. Also the word sometimes was used to mean 'rucksack'. Compare the Russian.
In R/T phraseology we also come across Charlie Charlie (CC — copied correct) which means the message has been received and taken note of.
EAVESDROPPING
Eavesdropping originally meant listening clandestinely from (literally from edge of a window) the eaves. In modern English the word implies figuratively the procedures used for example by such agencies as CIA and FBI for spying in general, and particularly by intercepting (monitoring) conversations. This is done on a large scale in America
(as the Watergate affair revealed) by wire tapping and 'bugging'. 'Bugging' means the use of super-miniature microphones ('bugs') secretly planted in the place subjected to spying. Talks received by 'bugs' are transmitted to a listening and recording point at a distance. Wide use of 'bugging' gave rise to countermeasures called 'debugging'.
FRONT AND CENTER
In slang the words mean, rather facetiously, 'attention', 'I say', 'Look here!' It's an example of a humorous usage of regulations commands. 'Front and center!' means 'Attention, eyes, front!'
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"By th' way, we spotted some kraut gun positions too."
GANGWAY
Gangway is a ship ladder. At first it was used as an exclamation to warn a sailor that he should give way on the ladder to an officer wishing to use ft. Then it became to be used as a warning of approach of an officer. It also serves as a warning of a danger or caution to be taken in general.
HAPPY
This word in slang formations usually means derisively a frame of mind having nothing to do with real happiness but rather associated with ill luck, discomfort, fear, etc. For example, bomb (shell) happy, flak happy, gear happy, battle happy, sea happy, desert happy, trigger happy, etc.
LGM
LGM is decyphered as 'Little Green Men' — the jocular nickname given to fantastic creatures coming from some mysterious extraterrestrial civilizations and portrayed in so many cartoons in various comical situations.
LINE
In slang 'line' may mean 'idle chat', 'bragging', 'retelling tall stories', etc. The word has got definitely detached from the phrase 'shoot a line' (boast). 'Line' in this phrase meant 'a coil of long thin rope thrown from aboard the ship ashore (or the other way round) to pull the heavy steel rope'. This naval expression implied the meaning 'going out of one's way' (impress the listener). Hence, the meaning 'brag'. In the Air Force 'shoot the line' meant 'touch the line on the runway indicated for a touchdown when landing', which also implied some efforts to perform maneuvers ('talking the listener's head off).
'Line shooter' is a talkative story teller.
MINIMIZE
Here is another example how official phrases may be borrowed by everyday usage in informal situation. The full phrase in radio telephony means 'reduce radio traffic to a minimum prescribed for emergency situations' (In short — 'minimize'). In a figurative sense it means 'cut short windy speech'. Radio telephone language has produced a number of expressive words and phrases used colloquially, in a joking manner, for example: 'Roger' (Okay); 'wilco' (will comply); 'Charlie, Charlie' (got it right); 'out' (end of transmission); 'this is final'; 'negative' (no); 'affirmative' (yes).
NAFFY
'Naffy' means in British English 'bad', 'inadequate' with a negative connotation. Heroes of the well-known play 'Look Back in Anger' by J. Osborn use it in this sense. But few people realize that the word owes its origin to the abbreviation 'NAAFI' (Navy, Army,-Air Force Institute). NAAFI is an organization in Great Britain's Armed Forces responsible for selling some goods to British servicemen.
OUTSIDE
Life and activities outside the Navy (Army). The slang word originated in the jargon of prisoners meaning 'life outside prison'. More frequently used expression is 'Civvy Street'.
POLICE
The word was ironically applied to a group of soldiers doing some unpleasant work, such as fatigue, kitchen duty, etc. Examples are 'kitchen police' (soldiers detailed for kitchen duty) — (KP). 'Police' is used as a verb to mean 'clean', 'wash', for example, 'police the floor', 'police a room (yard)'.
RETREAD
Retread means in the direct sense 'a new tread put on a worn pneumatic tire casing of a car (truck)'. Hence, the associations of something (somebody), renovated or restored. In slang it means an officer recalled for active service in the Reserve (an officer of rather old age). In WWII Americans used in this sense the word 'dugout' with emotive coloring of somebody who is out of touch with up-to-date things.
STICK
A very well-known word 'stick' finds itself associated with such meanings in military slang as 'series of bombs'; 'group of parachutists'; 'air screw'; 'control column'. This association is figurative, based on comparison with a number of bombs released nearly simultaneously by a bomber and dropping in a vertical column (stick) for a while. This likeness may be seen easily on photos of aircraft dropping bombs. The same associations were transferred to the meaning 'a group of parachutists jumping from a plane one after another with the slightest possible interval'. The meaning 'air screw' is self-explanatory as well as 'control column' (in light planes), also 'joy stick'. Here 'joy' is allegedly connected with the name of certain Joyce (an aircraft designer). By the way, the word developed also a vulgar meaning in the slang of the airmen.
TEETH
'Teeth' means figuratively 'weapons'. Usually the word is contrasted with 'tail' denoting 'logistical support units which follow combat elements providing them with everything necessary for fighting'.
TRACKS
Railroad tracks are compared with the insignia of the captain worn by the officers of this grade in the US Army and USAF (two bars). Such minor details of insignia, denoting a grade or distinction often stand for the man holding this specific grade or insignia. For example, 'striper' (wearing stripes as his grade insignia), 'chicken' (colonel). The colonel's insignia in the US Army is an eagle with spread wings. The eagle in the American coats of arm in general slang is derogatively called 'chicken' (or 'crow', 'buzzard').
LAUGHS SLOGGING
ALONG MILES OF SMILES
(Merry Mix-Up)
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RECORD OF MIS-SPELLING
A GI looked through the menu and remarked: "The mess sergeant has set a record of mis-spelling today!"
"What is it?" asked his friend.
"He spelled the word of six letters 'coffee' with all wrong letters (Kauphi)."
"If he meant the coffee in this mess he should have spelled it 'm-u-d'."
BOY MEETS GIRL
(Traditional Story in Sci-fic Surroundings)
There was a hell bomb that destroyed the whole world. Everyone was wiped off the face of the earth except for two human beings — male and female. They never seemed to meet before. When they knew the other was alive they seemed anxious to meet and one day the girl got the bright idea of leaving a note for the boy.
"If you see this", she wrote, "add a postscript to ft telling me where I can meet you."
Some weeks later, when he discovered the missive, he added: "I'll meet you at the fountain. You'll know me. I'll be wearing a white carnation in my lapel."
MAIN THING
A son told his mother that after a long search for a job he decided to volunteer for the Army and was to be sent to England. Mom said, "I don't mind where you work as long as you come home to sleep every night."
ONLY TRUTH
"How could you stand up in court and say you're the greatest American general of all tima?" a friend asked a general who gave some testimony in court some time back. "Wasn't it a bit exaggerated?"
The general pulled himself up and explained, "I was under oath and couldn't commit perjury."
NOBODY LISTENS
The commander's wife asked her husband at supper at home: "Oh, Peter, darling, how can you look so fresh and relaxed this time of the day, or rather night, after listening to all kinds of troubles and complaints from your many subordinates all day?"
Her husband answered, "Who listens?"
CLICKING HEELS AND...
A drill sergeant yelled to a batch of rookies: "I want to hear your eyeballs click when I say: 'Eyes Right!'"
SEEING THROUGH
Private Wilson appeared at the battalion aid post.
"What's wrong with you, private?" the medico asked, "you certainly have been all shot up."
"Yes, sir," complained the man, "I had so many holes bored through me by bullets, the boys behind me complained of the draft."
"Yes, I can see through you myself. You're a gold brick," stated the doc.
NEAR MISS
"I came pretty near going to have a good time," said a G. I.
"How near?"
"Well, I reported to my sergeant for going on leave and wasn't allowed."
WHERE FROM?
A GI returned from Vietnam.
"Hello, Keggs, did you see the report of my death in the morning paper in the column 'Vietnam Casualties'?" he called on the phone.
"Er — yes, where are you talking from?"
CARD (SHARP)SHOOTERS
The scene was a room in the barracks of a special forces unit in Nevada. Round the table were gathered a gang of card shooters, most notorious in this company. The game was fast and furious, the stakes were high.
Suddenly the dealer flung his cards on the table, and threateningly snatched his SMG.
"Boys", he shouted, "the game ain't straight. Sam ain't playing the hand I dealt him."194
NOTHING OUT OF ORDINARY
"I was reading in the paper this morning about a Marine sergeant who was struck by lightning while he was swearing on the drilling grounds. Remarkable occurrence, wasn't it," a soldier said to another.
"Oh, I don't know. If lightning was to strike a drill instructor when he wasn't swearing, it would be much more remarkable."
NO DOUBT
"I can keep a secret," a soldier stated. "It's the folks I tell it that keep blabbering it all over."
BIG HURRY
OD: "Where have you been all morning?"
Soldier: "Getting a shave, sir."
OD: "Three hours to get a shave? How many were ahead of you?"
Soldier: "Only two, sir, but forty of the barbers' friends were in a hurry."
RELIGIOUS MISSION
A Chaplain in a troop unit phones the local Board of Health in the nearby community and requests that a dead mule in front of the main gate be removed.
The smart-alecky young clerk who answered said, "I thought you preachers took care of the dead."
"We do," answered the minister, "but first we always get in touch with the next of kin."
MANUALESE
There are many jokes about the difficulties of the official language used in the Army. There is even a special word for the intricate obscure language used in manuals — "Manualese". Here's a parody on this in the form of an extract from a technical manual on military cocking for those training to become Army cooks (commonly called "ration destroyers", "belly robbers", etc.). This extract is a familiar proverb disguised.
"Attention is drawn to the undesirability of the overlapping of functions in the preparation of liquid comestibles in catering establishments. It has been established that in cases of reduplication among mess executives a deduction in nutritional value and palatability has resulted."
An old proverb has it in six words: "Too many cooks spoil the broth."
NOISY JOB
A gunner came to the battery commander with a request for transfer.
"What's the big idea of quitting, private?" the CO. asked.
"It's noise," explained the Red Leg. "I don't mind firing that heavy gun all day long, but our gun captain hums incessantly."
LAST MAN ON EARTH
(It is one of the large stock of folklore humor on the grim situation developing as a result of a suicidal thermonuclear war).
The last man on earth decided to end it all and jumped from the top of the Empire State Building in New York. As he passed the 18th floor he heard a telephone ring.
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'I wanna long rest after th' war,
Mebbe I'll do a hitch in th"
regulars."
PROPER FORM
The commander of a unit, a crusty colonel, came into his adjutant's office with a letter in his hand and asked curtly: "Haven't these people got the word on the proper form?"
The adjutant replied that the unit probably had not had the necessary instructions at the time of the request, but he was sure, they had them by now.
"Okay. Send this back and have them resubmit the proper form," the colonel barked.
Then he added: "And when it gets back here the answer is 'NO'."
INITIAL WORRIES
The warden at a military prison remarked to his relief warden: "You know, John, I am getting wor-
ried about Prisoner No. 72 — he hasn't slept for the third night running in his cell."
ATOMIC-AGE POETRY
The editor looked through the poem and asked the poet: "What's the matter? There are only three words in your 'poem'!
"Yes, but what words! 'Bang, bang, bangl' "
"What does it mean?"
"Those are thermonuclear explosions."
YELLOW
After reveille two soldiers were recalling their dreams.
"I dreamed last night," Private Woody said, "that 20 enemy soldiers were chasing me."
"Why didn't you wake up?" his friend asked.
"What, and have them think I was yellow?"
UNITS GOOD NAME
"A soldier is responsible for the good name of his unit," said the lecturer at the TI (Troop Information) hour. "Is there a man among us who would let his officer be slandered and not rise in his defense?"
One meek little private in the rear rank stood up.
"What's this?" exclaimed the speaker. "You, Private Johnes — would you permit your officers to be slandered and not protest."
"Oh," apologized the Private, resuming his seat. "I thought you said 'slaughtered'."
THE PAPER WAR
Here is a story ridiculing the gibberish used as an official model of English in some military documents — staff papers.
From: O.C. 1st North Blankshires To: Brigade
Your memo (Confidential) Q. 17845 of 2nd inst. enquiring how many ghosts (Mark 1) are borne on strength of unit under my command,195 and application for return (in triplicate) of daily rations (1) consumed, (2) partly consumed, or (3) unconsu-med, by same during previous month, not understood.
H. Brasstacks, Lieut-Col
* * *
From: Brigade 
To: Lieut-Col Brasstacks Why not? F. Buttonstick, Capt. O.B.E. for Brigade
* * *
From: Lieut-Col Brasstacks 
To: Capt Buttonstick, O.B.E.
Reference attached. Your enquiry, undated. Please note, no ghosts, Mark 1 (or any other Mark) are on strength here. Lieut (Quartermaster) Pullth-rough says he has neven seen a genuine one during 50 years service. A Nil return (in triplicate) is accordingly appended. Please acknowledge.196
* * *
From: Brigade
To: Lieut-Col Brasstacks
For your information and necessary action.
The enquiry (Confidential) Q.17845 of 2nd inst., from this office referred to goats. Under the circumstances, the Nil return forwarded by you is inapplicable. Please amend.
* * *
From: Lieut-Col Brasstacks 
To: Brigade
Your typewritten memo distinctly (and legibly) said ghosts. No. 53267 Orderly-room Sergeant (acting) Quillpusher corroborates.
* * *
From: Lieut-Col Brasstacks 
To: Brigade
Regret to inform you that regimental goat has consumed original. Second-Lieut (on Probation) Coveroff instructed to take summary of evidence at court of enquiry and witnesses (as per margin) detailed to attend.197
* * *
From: Brigade
To: O. i/c. Administration (G) Passed to you, please.
* * *
From: O. i/c. Administration (G) 
To: Brigade
Failing production of original memo (which should be written off as "destroyed by enemy action") it would appear that an error in draft was made by the typist concerned. This should have been detected by you previous to despatch.
* * *
From: Brigade
To: O. i/c Administration (G) Noted.
* * *
From: O. i/c Administration (G) To: Brigade
Further to my previous memo, does typist draw proficiency pay?
* * *
From: Brigade
To: O. i/c Administration (G) Not yet sanctioned.
* * *
From: O. i/c Administration (G) To: Brigade
Send this office carbon copy of original memo. The G.O.C. wishes to see it.
* * *
From: Brigade
To: O. i/c Administration (G)
On instruction, No. 12345678 (Secret) from Brigade HdQrs, to save paper, no carbon copy was made. What further action should be taken, please?
* * *
From: O. i/c Administration (G) To: Brigade
None.
* * *
From: Brigade To: Lieut-Col Brasstacks Passed to you, please, for your information.
SHEER MADNESS
In the morning after Private Smith faced the Commanding Officer for his drunken exploits in a pub row.
"I think you'll have to plead insanity, Smith," advised the officer. "You were seen tearing up a picture of Raquel Welch." ш
ESSENTIAL FOOT-NOTE
The following poster was displayed at an Army recruiting center in New York: "If you are a bachelor you'll learn to keep the house and get an opportunity to become a model husband."
A wit made this foot-note below: "If you're not sent to a war, to be sure."
UNDER DURESS
A GI admitted: "I was forced to say sergeants are superior to men.199 The sergeant made me say that."
INSTRUCTIONS FOLLOWED
The tactics instructor at a school was surprised to see a cadet standing on his head when he entered the classroom.
"What's the matter, Fainburg?" he asked.
"You've told me, sir, I should turn over things in my mind before giving a solution of a tactical problem."
NATURAL
"You know, Sergeant Rupperts was taken to the head shrinker at the hospital who told his mind was gone."
"I'm not exactly surprised. He had been giving the men a piece of it200 every day for two years now."
SELF-DRILL
The instructor at the intelligence school told his trainee: "Dodds, they say you talk in your sleep. As an agent you may give some secrets away. So have a drill in order not to talk in sleep. It must be a triumph of mind over mutterl"201
SICK
An Army vet entered a restaurant.
"I want two eggs, fried hard, two pieces of black burnt toast and a cup of sickly dish water coffee."
"Anything else, sir?" asked the waiter.
"Yes. After you serve them I want you to bawl the life out of me! I am Army sick."202
SURVIVAL TRAINING
A group of US Army Rangers was spending the first day in a survival training exercise in the Nevada desert. Private Bunch, a native of Brooklyn, was sent out on a recco mission. He came back to the camp with a handful of rattles from an enormous rattle snake.
The leader turned pale when he saw them and said: "Holy smoke, where'd you get hold of those things?"
Private Bunch couldn't understand the others agitation. He explained: "I took them off the biggest worm I ever seen... and tasted," he added grimly.
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"That can't be no combat
man. He's lookin' fer
a fight."
CHEMICAL WARFARE RESEARCH
A British soldier was riding alongside of an American driver from a NATO unit in Great Britain. He noticed that the driver had a big bag of powder at his feet and every few moments he scattered some of his powder to the winds behind him.
"What's the idea of the powder?" asked the Britisher.
"It's our Chemical Warfare service testing a new powder against wild beasts for the troops fighting in jungles and deserts."
"What is it supposed to do?"
"It shall keep the beasts away," said the GI.
The British Ally pondered this for a few moments, and then said, "Hey, I didn't know there were any wild boasts in Sussex!"
"There aren't," explained the driver, "and a bloody good thing too. The powder ain't no good!"
HIS SPECIALITY ... AND HOBBY
An USAF general was visiting a nuclear research establishment. His guide reported to the chief: "And the general is anxious to see how we bombard the atom. He says bombing operations are his main interest!"
"Yes, and a hobby," commented the chief.
THEIR CHANCE
"Sergeant," said the colonel, "this is Mr. Edgar Flubble — one of our new inductees. You may remember him. He wrote that best seller 'Our Army is Run by Half-Wits'."
SOLID DEFENSE
Private MacJenkins was to appear before a military court on the charge of insulting his sergeant.
His defense lawyer addressed the officers' board. "Gentlemen, Sergeant Bull, the plaintiff, called my client an Irish scoundrel, as the evidence has shown. Now, Captain Olson, I ask you, if he called you a Swedish scoundrel? Or you, Major Milton, if he had called you an American scoundrel? Or any of you, gentlemen of the board, what you have done, if he had called you the kind of scoundrels you all are?"
ALL SCHEDULED
"How long do you sleep every day?" the parents asked their son who was cadet at a military school home on leave after his first weeks in service.
"It all depends," the cadet answered non-com-mittally.
"Depends on what?"
"What kind of lessons we have every day."
LESS SOPHISTICATION
Pentagon brass hats decided to make wide publicity of the so-called 'spin off of military research for civilian purposes. Once a most sophisticated weapon was now put on sale for everybody to buy it for household usage. A salesman proceeded to put a new model through its various paces to a prospective buyer.
"This is a tremendous computer-assisted weapon developed initially for military purpose. But now it's no less tremendous peaceful weapon which is called a bug killer. Now, madame," he said, "you will notice that when you spy a bug in your home you hurriedly take out this device and insert a special formula in the programming appliance marked 'H-2-5-0-Y'. Very simple. Then you plug in the thing, point the tube on the bug to concentrate
deathly laser rays on the insect and in no time he's dead."" 
"But why go to such much trouble?" asked the housewife. "If I see a bug I step on it and it's dead."
"Yeah?" the salesman was amazed. "That's a pretty good idea too. It was not enough sophisticated for military application, probably."
WITH EFFECT IMMEDIATELY
An officer was on a detached mission and was held up by a storm and flood. He wired his commander: "Delayed by storm send instructions."
His Old Man wired back: "Commence vacations immediately."
9 BY 11 OR 11 BY 9
Two assembly-men were working on an Army project.
"This draft here wants a pane of glass nine by eleven," said one of them.
"Ain't got none by that size but will a 'leven by nine pane do?"203
"I'll try 'er. May be if we slip it in sideways204 nobody'll notice it."
ART OF MIMICRY
An Army engineer visited a zoo with his little son for the first time in his life.
"Dad," his offspring cried, pointing at a zebra, "what kind of animal is that there?"
His father was stumped.
"Why, boy," he said authoritatively, "that's a jackass who's done on a camouflage suit."
OFF LAND SUPPLY
US Rangers ("Green Berets") are intensively trained to live in any place without any food delivery.
In a southern state a farmer heard a commotion in his poultry-house one night. This was just what he had been waiting for. With shot gun in hand he flung open the door of the hen-coop and cried, "Come outta there you thief!"205
There was silence for a few seconds, except for the startled clucking of the fowl. Ranger Private Rastus had a short time to think quickly in the dramatic situation in which the honor of the elite force of the US Army was at stake. Then the furious farmer heard a weak voice said:
"Please, mister, ain't nobody here 'cept us chickens."206
SHOT GUN HONESTY
A farmer was being interviewed by a magazine reporter.
"Are your neighbors honest?"
"They certainly am,"207 said the farmer.
"But I noticed a loaded shot gun near your hencoop," said the reporter.
"How do you explain it?"
"That," answered the farmer, "is to keep them honest."
NOT TO WRITE
A general was giving some evidence at some committee at the Congress.
"What is your full name, general?" asked the chairman of the committee. "Cadwallader Ingra-ham J. Hammersaw, sir."
"Can you sign your name?"
"How's that?"
"I asked if you could write your name?" "Sir," huffed the general. "I never write my name. I dictate it."
ANOTHER VARIANT
The chairman of a court-martial board said: "I see, Private Dennis, you are back for fighting with your wife WAC sergeant. Again liquor?"
"No, sir. She licked me this time."
WORK FROM SUN-UP TILL SUN-DOWN
The sergeant in charge of a fatigue party peeked over the rim of the ditch and saw Private Larkin stretched out on his back.
"Anything wrong, private?" he shouted.
"Nah!" said the private. "I'm just waiting for the sun to go down so I can quit this hard work."
RICOCHET FIRING
"How," asked the officer on the rifle range, "did you get those four straight bull's eyes?208 Your range is 600 yards, but your sight is set at 300."
"See that little rock half way along, sir? Well, I'm bouncing'em off that,"209 explained the shooter.
PRECISE TECHNOLOCY
An infantryman, passing by a construction site, saw an engineer soldier digging hard.
"You're digging out the holes, are you, Haloran?" he asked.
"Wrong technology," corrected the technically-minded engineer. "I'm diggin' out dirt an leavin' the holes."
BET
Two sergeants had a bet who gives the smallest sum as donation to the religious fund of the unit in the chapel.
Sergeant MacPherson put a buck on the collection plate and looked triumphantly at Sergeant MacCormic.
Sergeant MacCormic signed a cross and humbly pronounced: "For the two of us."
ONLY CHALLENCE
A rather dwarfy-looking Private appeared before the military court.
"Do you wish to challenge any of the board?"210 he was asked.
"Well, I think I could lick that little sergeant on this end. I don't happen to know his name, sir."
BEING ALWAYS RIGHT
Private Larkins who had applied for transfer to the Military Police Corps was asked: "Why, Larkins, you a military policeman! How did you come to join the force?"
"In civvy street I was a grocery clerk and I've always wanted to be in business where it's the customer who is always wrong."
WRONG NAME
An MP detained an Army driver for some traffic violation.
"What's your name?" he asked.
" Tis there on the identification card," said the driver.
The MP tried hard to read a difficult name: "Sure, and it's obliterated."
"Ye're wrong entirely, sergeant. Tis O'Branni-gan," corrected the driver.
TIMELY FOUND
It was near quitting time at bar. Private McGarry asked his friends: "Has anyone seen me cap?"
His friend McNatty replied obligingly: "Sure, McGarry, and ye've got it on."
"Right and I have it, and it's good thing ye seen it or I'd have gone to my barracks without it and that damn sergeant of ours would have put me on DR sure."
WORTHLESS
An American serviceman from a unit stationed somewhere at a base in Scotland went astray when returning to his barracks.
Wandering aimlessly on a lonely road he at last met with another human — a Highlander.
"Gosh, pal!" exclaimed the American. "I'm lost."
"Is there a reward out for ye?" inquired the Scot.
"Why, no."
"Well," remarked the Scotsman, walking on» "ye're still lost."
SECRET MESSAGE
"Here's a special message from the general, sir," reported the soldier. "It's for you personally, sir."
"Read it to me," said the major.
The messenger read: "Of all the blundering, stupid, idiotic morons you take the cake." 2U
"Have that decoded at once!" ordered the major, gravely.
SHOOT AND SHOOT
Private Winn appeared in the door to be met by Mrs. Harrison who was surprised obviously at his equipment.
"Where is your pistol, dear?" she asked. "And what is this for?" she inquired, pointing at the camera the soldier was carrying. "You don't mean you didn't know what I meant when I asked you to shoot my husband?" she exclaimed.
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MISSED AGAIN
General Baldwin had barely arrived in the forward area when a sniper's bullet removed a button from his shirt.
He threw himself to the ground in terror. The men stood around with the greatest unconcern. The general yelled at a passing sergeant.
"Hey, isn't somebody going to kill that damned sniper?"
The sergeant looked down at the general and replied:
"I guess not, general. We're scared that if we kill him the enemy will replace him with somebody who really knows how to shoot."
SUCH LUCK
At the firing range the serge yelled at a firer on the line.
"Stop! You almost shot a colonel!"
The rookie commented in delight: "Ain't sum-pin'?212 And I only learned to shoot yesterday!"
ROOM AT THE TOP
The hotel clerk was getting a trifle weary.
"Look, soldier, I've told you eight times already — we don't have any rooms left. We're full up!"213 Private Quiggle was persistent.
"If Secretary of Defense came in, would you have room for him?"
"Why, of course!" exclaimed the clerk.
"Well," said Quiggle, "let me have his room — he's not coming."
SAY IT AGAIN, OVER
Said the private to the captain: "When you came to take over command of our outfit two weeks ago, you told us what a good man you are. Tell me it again, sir. I'm getting discouraged."
A BILLET FOR EVERYONE
The recruiting officer had a hard time trying to determine to which branch of the service he should assign this volunteer. The trouble was that the would-be warrior was so dumb he could only count to ten.
"Where shall we place him?" he asked his assistants at the recruiting center.
"Let's send him around to different camps to referee boxing bouts," suggested one.
Another had a better idea.
"Let's send him to a missile unit. He'll be very good at a countdown."
ARMY EDUCATION
A new soldier wrote home to his mother:
"Dear Ma,
You spent twenty years trying to teach me to get up early in the morning, hang up my clothes, shine my shoes, eat a balanced breakfast and go to bed early. Now I get in the Army and learn the whole business in two weeks.
Love,
Joe"
NEVER VOLUNTEER
"Anybody here know shorthand?" asked the sergeant. Five eager beavers stepped forward.
"Then get over to the mess hall," bellowed the serge. "They're short-handed."2U
An old-timer commented: "In the Army you never volunteer for anything except certain death."
UNBEARABLE
The infantry patrol was on maneuvers in the desert. The air was still and hot, the terrain arid and parched, with not a drop of water in sight. Time was called for a break. One recruit sat idly on a stone, his head in his hands.
"What's the matter with him?" asked the sergeant.
"Home-sickness," answered a private.
"We've all got that."
"Yes, but his is worse than for most of us — his father owns a tavern."
FLY BOY
Making inspection of a basic training camp an officer found himself in the company of the new mess sergeant of the kitchen. After taking a good look around the officer turned to the sergeant and said, "Everything seems to be good shape except one thing. There are too many flies in here."
The sergeant wrinkled his brow and thought back of his manual for a moment. "Yes, sir," he replied, "How many am I allowed?"
NO MORE SUCH THINGS
The sergeant was talking to the soldier who was about to be discharged.
"Well, I suppose you hate my guts, Roberts,215 and will be waiting till I die so you can spit on my grave?"
"Nope," said the soldier, "after I shed this uniform I never want to stand in line again."
CIVILIZATION
A modern philosopher and a student of war history defined civilization as a state of society in which a person who is over ninety has a hope of missing the next war.
ON THE SAFE SIDE
A soldier was asked by the chaplain if he prayed. He said, yes, he did. "When? Before meals?" "That depends on what is served."
MARTIAL MUSIC
At an Army show the MC announced: "Sonate by Handel A Major"216 as "Sonate by Major A. Handel."
NOT QUITE
"Our company is just like a lunatic asylum," recruit Gordon summed up his first day's experiences.
"No, not quite," disagreed his companion. "Superiors are normal in a lunatic asylum."
CONTRIBUTION TO FUTURE WAR EFFORT
Once the British Defence Ministry received a parcel containing a children's sling very good to shoot at sparrows.
A note enclosed read as follows: "This is my little contribution to the new rearmament of Great Britain after the end of thermonuclear WWIII. A peace-loving citizen."
DEDUCTION AND METEOROLOGY
That deduction power plays a great role in determining weather is a well-known fact. But perhaps only few people know now that the greatest master of deduction Sherlock Holmes used his abilities as a weatherman (not in aviation, it's true).
This is the story. Once Doctor Watson called on the great detective who has been slightly indisposed for some days and kept in bed. The bedroom was half-dark and the window curtains tightly drawn.
"Good morning, Doctor," greeted Holmes, "though I see that's hardly a really fine morning — it's very windy and chilly outside."
"Astonishing," exclaimed his friend. "How did you ever arrive at this conclusion? You have never left the bed!"
"A mere habit of applying the power of deduction," modestly replied the genius of logical analysis. "I see you've put on your woolen Long Johns, dear doctor."
"Surprising," gasped Watson, "it's true! But how did you learn it, sir?"
"Small wonder. Quite elementary, dear Watson, you've forgotten to put on your trousers...."
IMITATION
Ever seen two boys about to start fighting and heard them challenging each other: "My big brother can lick your brother!"
The following dialogue was recorded between two soldiers who had a hot argument about to result in a hand-to-hand fight: "My CO. can whip your CO. with his hand tied behind his backl"
AND HE WAS RIGHT
During a troop information hour Sergeant Cum-bert tries hard to explain to a crowd of greenhorn soldiers how to recognize 'Reds'.
"Well", he says, wiping off the sweat from his brow, "the 'Reds' are such people who..." and he stops in his tracks, seeking desperately to find some words, but incapable to explain.
"Do you see that picture on the wall?" he asks, pointing at a portrait. "Whose picture is that?"
"Senator McNeil, Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee," reports a smart rookie.
"Hell," grins the sergeant, "it's for you he is a senator, but for them he's a damned imperialist warmonger!"
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"If there's one thing I hate, it's a guy who has to have his way all the time!"
LOOKS
A girl said to her soldier friend: "Did anyone ever tell you how soldier-like you look?"
"I don't believe anyone ever did," he replied modestly.
"Then where did you ever get the idea?"
WILLING TO SACRIFICE
The CO of the company was introducing the main points of the daily routine to enlistees.
"You must get up at five o'clock."
One of the enlistees commented: "I usually get up at twelve..., but I'll force myself to sleep till five."
MUST BE ONE
Two privates paused before a cage in the zoo. "It has two stripes," said one private. "That settles it," said the other. It's either a skunk or a corporal."217
JUNGLE JARGON
A GI was relating his jungle experiences: "Ammunition, food and whisky had run out, we were all parched with thirst." "Wasn't there any water?" "Sure, but who wanted to wash?"
GI SILICOSIS
The boys in the dispensary report they have discovered a new army occupational disease — GI sili-cosis. It's contracted by inhaling gold-brick dust.
REASON ENOUGH
The general was appreciative.
"Jackson," he said, "you sure stuck with me during that engagement."
"Yes, sir," said the soldier, "my mother told me to stick with the generals; they rarely or never get hurt, she believes."
NO CONDITION
Captain Gibbson was bawling out an inebriated man from his company.
He declared: "If I was in your condition, I'd shoot myself."
"Sir, if you was in my condition you'd miss y'rself," the private objected.
MARCHING PROBLEM
One of the problems of the so-called 'Human Operations Research' (HuOR) was formulated as follows: "Alternative coordinated movements of right and left feet as a decisive factor in moulding the soldier's will-power."
SHORTEST POEM ABOUT ARMY LIFE
First Call, 5.45 a.m.
Sour Hour
AGAIN FAMOUS LAST WORDS
"I guess I told the first sergeant a thing or two," snorted Private Stocks when he finished policing the company latrine and wiped the GI soaps off on his fatigues.
NOTES
Notes on bulletin board in a camp:
1) Our new latrine is complete and ready for rumors.
2) "All those concerned will remember an unexpected training alert is expected tomorrow morning."
HITTING THE CEILING
"Your serge will probably hit the ceiling218 when you get to the barracks tonight," said an AWOL to his companion.
"Yeah," said the companion, "he's a lousy shot."
Q&A
CO: "Smith, the first sergeant reports that bottle of rye and bottle of ginger ale was found in your locker. What do you make of that?"
Smith: "Highballs, sir!"
PERFECT GENTLEMAN
One day a sergeant of long service standing was trying to teach a bunch of raw recruits how to handle the rifle.
The rookies were firing hither and yon and finally one of them shot the serge in the seat of his breeches.
"You dumb, censored, son of censored, censored, censored," screamed the serge.
A second lieutenant who was with the group cautioned, "Remember, serge, you're in the New Army. No profanities."
The sergeant apologized to the officer and turned back to the recruit.
"My goodness gracious," he said, "What on earth was your motivation in shooting me with unwarranted expenditure of valuable ammunition?"
DOUBLE MANEUVER
(Command Decision)
The soldier was tired and sleepy from a long train ride in a miserable old-day coach. On top of this, two fussy old ladies were keeping him awake with argument about a window. One wanted it closed and the other wanted it open. This fuss finally brought the conductor.
"Conductor," said one, "if that window is opened, I'll just freeze to death!"
"And if it is kept closed," whined the other, "I'll suffocate."
The poor conductor didn't know what to do and finally turned to the GI for help.
"What would you do, soldier, if it were a military problem?"
"In the Army we handle such problems like a double-prong attack.219 Open the window and freeze one of them, then close it and suffocate the other."
CHEEK ADDED TO OFFENSE
(or Insult to Injury)
The company commander was furious.
"What's the trouble, sir?" inquired the first sergeant.
"I've got a wire from Private Smith," replied the enraged officer, "and he wants an extension in his AWOL."
REALISTIC SIMULATION
An Order of the Day stated that Private John Fleming was getting two days' arrest because during a tactical field exercise he had to simulate a personnel carrier and foolishly jumping across a ditch broke one wheel."
GENIUS
A staff officer complained: "It was a genius who developed a machine which could calculate every day the total amount of toilet paper used by the entire US Army; but it was a damn fool who ordered staff people to keep track."220
CLERICAL TEST
A soldier was asked to report to headquarters for assignment. The sergeant said: "We have a critical shortage of typists. I'll give you a little test. Type this," he ordered, giving him a pamphlet to copy and a sheet of paper, and pointing to a desk across the room that held a typewriter and an adding machine.
The man, quite reluctant to become a clerk typist, made a point of typing very slowly, and saw to it that his work contained as many errors as possible (impossible).
The sergeant gave the typed copy only a brief glance.
"That's fine," he said. "Report for work at 8 tomorrow."
"But aren't you going to check the test?" the prospective clerk asked.
The sergeant grinned.
"You passed the test," he replied, "when you sat down at the typewriter instead of at the adding machine."
CORRECT ESTIMATE OF THE TERRAIN
The students of an officer candidate school were sitting on the ground in an open area during a class in infantry tactics.
The lecture was on the placement of weapons in various types of terrain. Throughout, one member of the group dozed peacefully.
Without warning, the instructor called the dozer's name. Nudged by a companion, he jumped to his feet in time to hear the instructor ask him to look around and give a terrain evaluation.221
The student gazed around and then proclaimed: "Well, ten dollars an acre would be all right."
PRIVATE JONES
(Where Is Privacy for a Private?)
With a horde of men I drive a jeep;
With a mob of chaps I try to sleep;
An army accompanies me to mess;
A platoon's around me when I dress;
With a battalion I drill all day;
.With a company I eat and play;
Men to left and men to right;
Men around me day and night;
The Army — I can take it, see,
But the thing that murders me,
The irony that stabs my bones.
Is this: they call me PRIVATE 222 Jones!
UNIQUE OCCASION
A soldier has his tooth extracted at a field hospital. When asked: "Was it painful?" he replied: "It hurt. But it was worth it just to hear an officer tell me to open my mouth."
FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEMPT
The conversation was overheard between a tough veteran sergeant and a shavetail.
"Sergeant, since the atmosphere off duty should be informal, why don't we just call each other by our first names? Mine's Bill, what's yours?" suggested the shavetail.
Without hesitation the reply came: "Okay, mine is sarge."
TO BE EATEN ONLY
At a Ranger survival site223 in the desert an instructor was walking by a group of students just before dark. They were all watching a pot on the fire. Since they were supposed to eat only food they had found themselves the instructor went over to see what they were preparing. The first man said he put in frog legs, the next a handful of ants, the next some local snakes, and so on around the circle.
The instructor decided to wait and see if they were going to eat it. After about 30 minutes, he asked when they were going to eat:
"As soon as it's too dark to see," came the reply.
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"Well, if the doddering old fool can't see any
difference between a king and a jack, he can
just take his pitchfork and get to hell out
of here."
REVERSING THE FRONT
After a rigorous drilling program a group of ROTC cadets was about to board the trucks back to the barracks. Just for fun, the cadets got into formation with their caps on backward.
The lieutenant in charge was indignant at the breach of military decorum and dressed down the cadet leader,224 Cadet, I want to see those caps facing front immediately!"
Unshaken, the young cadet captain called his group to attention, then commanded: "About face!"
R/T IN RHYME
A radio check between patrols in jungles was overheard: "Eeny, meeny, miney, mo, how do you read my radio?"
Not to be outdone, his counterpart operator on the receiving end replied: "Fe, fi, fo, fum, loud and clear with a little hum."
REALISTIC DEMONSTRATION
The order was to account for the round consumed by a sentry on duty in a camp in the desert — by turning in the empty cases and showing what he had shot.225
One morning the officer in charge found a shoe box tied with string on his desk. Upon opening it, he discovered five empty shells, a live rattlesnake and a note. Said the note: "I missed."
LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM
A new enlistee had to have his long hair and sideburns cut. As he sat down in the barber chair, the barber asked, to his surprise, if he'd like to keep his sideburns.
"Oh, yes!" he said gratefully. Whereupon the barber cut off the sideburns and said, "Here — catch!"
EVERYTHING BY ORDER
New soldiers walking along the street on pass noticed a car stuck in a mud-filled ditch. A dull sergeant, identifiable by his 'Smokey the Bear' hat,226 was attempting to free the vehicle by himself.
"Say, isn't that our drill instructor!" asked one of the group.
"Hey, it is," remarked another. "Think we should give him a hand."
"Naw," replied the first trainee. "If he really wants his car out of the ditch, he'll order it out."
NO PLACE LIKE HOME
A busload of new recruits arrived at the reception center, and was greeted by an old drill sergeant. He began his speech: "Welcome to Fort Dix, men.
From now on, I want you to think of the Army as your family and as your home."
Hearing this, one of the recruits broke formation, sat down and lit a cigarette.
"Private, what on earth are you doing?" asked the sergeant.
"Well," said the private, "I'm just making myself at home. Like you said, this is my home."
Thinking fast, the sergeant said, "Son, you listen good, and you're right. This is your home. So as soon as you finish that cigarette, I want you to report to the mess hall to help your mother with the dishes."
HIS PRIVATE HOLIDAY
At the conclusion of the evening service in an Army unit, the chaplain turned to the soldier congregation and inquired, "Does anyone have a birthday today?"
One newly-enlisted man happily stepped forward and said, "I do, Captain."
The Chaplain replied, "Good! You can blow out the candles."
ERRATA
An irate retired colonel stormed into a newspaper office in a great fume.
"In a feature you referred to me as 'battle-scared' instead of 'battle-scarred'."
"We are awfully sorry, colonel," apologized the editor, "We'll rush through an urgent correction."
The retake called the colonel 'bottle-scarred'227 this time.
CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS WRONG
In the main office of the chief of staff (COFS), the following note was posted conspicuously: Office Rules
Paragraph 1: The General is always right. Paragraph 2: If the General is wrong paragraph 1 applies.
TOUCHING EXECUTION
The hostess at a party rendered a song under title "Oh, My Brave Soldier." She was touched to notice a white-haired man bow his head and weep quietly as the last notes floated over the room.
As soon as she could, she went over to him and said: "Pardon me, you probably were a soldier yourself."
"No, madam," said the elderly man, frisking away a tear, "I am a musician."
IDENTITY CRISIS
The two ticket agents in an airline office had been handling a long line of passengers without any trouble, when a colonel came up to the counter and loudly accused them of typical civilian mismanagement and inefficiency.
"Do you know who I am?" he shouted.
One ticket agent turned to the other.
"This gentleman needs our help, he said. "He doesn't know who he is."
ANNOYING MAP SCALES
A woman-tourist at the wheel of her car told her companion: "Oh, I never carry a map! There's nothing worse than being completely worn out and then discovering you've gone only five inches!"
WHY SMALL ARMS?
A cab driver drove a private across Chicago and, in suburbs, the private stuck up the cabbie with a submachine gun.228
"Haven't you got anything smaller?" demanded the cabbie.
POTENTIAL DANGER
It happened in the draft time in New York. The draft officer was called from bed in the early hours by a policeman who explained that the local draft board has mistakenly been left unlocked during the night.
When everything was checked the draft officer was relieved to find nothing missing.
"You were lucky," said the policeman with a grin. "Someone could have walked in and helped himself to an enlistment."
WHISPERED SECRETS
Two young officers met.
"You know, Jim, our friend Conrad is in command of some very hush-hush matters...." "Why?"
"He tells everything in whisper." "He's got laryngitis."
NOT MARCHING DRILL, ANYWAY
General Heath, a famous lover of parade music and marching drill ceremonies, once listened to a symphonic orchestra playing.
When asked about his impressions, he commented:
"No military precision in drill..."
"Why?"
"Did you see those violin players? They were moving their bows not in cadence."
SORRY
In the draft days in Los Angeles there was a notice on the door to the draft board: 'OPEN'. A wit added: 'Sorry. WE ARE OPEN'.
SECURITY WISE
The counterintelligence officer reported to the COFS: "Sir, everything is spy-proof. The room where the top secret conference will be held has been thoroughly checked up by debugging experts using latest detectors."
But a detailed report on the hush-hush plans discussed appeared next morning in a local newspaper. Its reporter comfortably used a common key hole in the door of the conference room.
AD FOR SOLDIERS
An ad in a shop dealing in Valentine cards229 ran as follows:
"Valentine Cards Reading "I Love Only You" For Soldiers Now Available in Multi-Packs of Six".230
NO ORDER
A retired sergeant was asked: "Well, how do you like civilian life?"
"Terrible," he said gruffly, "all those people around and nobody in charge!"
NOT THAT MEANING
A soldier, recently returned from Vietnam, was bragging about his fighting exploits in the jungle.
"One morning, leaving my tent, I spotted an enemy scout."231 That's when one listener said:
"Oh, I thought enemy scouts wore such camouflage suits, factory-manufactured."
QM LINGO
In a toy counter in a PX the teddy-bear was listed as "Bear, fur, Edward."232
MARCHING MONTH
A drill sergeant who was known as a marching-drill enthusiast was given as a New-Year present a calendar where every month was labeled March.
OFF
After a maintenance inspection in the malfunction report there was the following line: "Above switch doesn't work in OFF position."
SAFETY FIRST
At a circus show a performer was about to swallow a sword. A spectator remarked: "It's a trick. I don't believe a man can swallow such a thing without cutting himself."
"Maybe he has swallowed the sword sheeth beforehand," suggested another.
ANTI-CAMOUFLAGE
The unit recreation officer organized a deer hunting party for hunting enthusiasts from the unit officer personnel. An old-timer from the Engineer Squadron with an impressive experience prepared for the opening of the deer hunting season a suit with glaring alternate stripes of black and white. The suit was designed as a miracle of anti-camouflage.
But on the very first day the engineer major was winged by a novice second lieutenant."233
"I thought he was a zebra," stammered the novice.
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"How we doing?"
MISSED
In England a bus of American tourists pulled to stop at Dover. One passenger demanded of the guide, "What happened here?"
"This is from where the Allied invasion of Europe started."
"When?" asked the American.
"1943," replied the guide.
Looking at his watch, the tourist said to his wife, "My gosh, Edna, we missed it by 20 minutes."
TOO STEEP PRICE
Pay stoppages as compensation to the government for the cost of equipment lost by an individual serviceman through his personal fault are standard practice in the U.S. Army. Therefore this facetious story has some ominous meaning attached.
The wife of an officer in an armored unit was worried over her husband bringing home only part of his pay (the difference he spent as his uncontrolled money for his private entertainment).
"It's because of the deduction,' he explained. "I had a tank lost by neglect in my unit in a quagmire during maneuvers last autumn."
The wife decided to ask the officer's commander about the particulars of this unhappy affair.
The commander summoned the officer.
"Well, lieutenant, how much do you pay for the tank a month?"
"200 dollars."
"It's rather stiff," commented the commander. "I, for that matter, pay only $ 100 a month for my tank."
GOOD AND BAD
The drill sergeant making his morning announcements to a group of newcomers in a training camp, stated: "Today, gentlemen, I have some good news and some bad news. First, the good. Private Buford will be setting the pace on our morning run."234
With this the platoon was overjoyed, as Private Buford was overweight and terribly slow. But then the drill sergeant finished his statement: "Now for the bad news. Private Buford will be driving a truck."
IT'S A LONG WAY
The little daughter of a lieutenant answered a telephone call while her parents were out. The man calling identified himself as Colonel Hendrick. She asked if he would please spell the name slowly. He said: "H as in horse, E as in egg, N as in nose, D
as in doggie, R as in rabbit, I as in Indian, С as in cat, К as in kite."
When her father returned, the message on the desk read: "Daddy, please call Indian warrior Colonel Horseeggnosedoggierabbitindiancatkite."
ASSIGNMENT QUALIFICATION
A tankman on a tank-driving test drove his tank into a ditch by oversight. Next day he received assignment to an antitank unit.
UNBOTHERED BY SLANG
A new MP was asked how he feels when GIs call him 'pig'.
"That doesn't bother me," he replied. "What I can't get used to, though, is people calling me 'sir'."
BEST PROOF
A newly-wed was enlisted into the Army and assigned to somewhere. His first letter to his wife began: "Dear, beautiful, gorgeous wife, the doctor here in the unit says I got into the Army by mistake. When I showed him your photo he said my sight wasn't enough sure to meet Army standards."23b
ASSISTED EXERCISE
A policy of personal exercise in a unit to improve the physical condition of officers was announced.
An over-weight officer was asking his CO to attach to him a soldier, preferably a sportsman.
"What for?"
"I've purchased a set of barbells. But I need somebody to handle them."
ONE AND ONLY LANGUAGE
An American colonel who was visitor to West Germany thought that all Germans would speak English because there were so many American forces there with whom they had to co-operate as NATO allies.
The conductor on the train that took him somewhere punched his ticket, then chatted cordially for a bit, making gestures like a windmill or helicopter. When he had finished and gone about his round, an American WAC in the compartment leaned forward and inquired the colonel if he spoke German.
"No, why should I? English is the language for NATO."
"Then that explains," she said, "why you didn't bat an eye, sir, when he told you that you were in the wrong train."
DAY OFF FOR THE THING
An old-timer PFC in a unit failed to notice a passing second lieutenant who was obviously a newcomer to both the service and the unit.
The shavetail stopped and angrily demanded to know why he hadn't been saluted.
"Because — ah, it's Tuesday, sir," the PFC replied, thinking fast. "Saluting isn't required anymore. There was a new garrison regulation last week. No 847-5, I think. It's an attempt to promote greater understanding between the ranks."
Embarrassed by his apparent ignorance of local customs, the lieutenant mumbled a brief thanks and hurried on his way.
NO REST FOR THE BAND
During a parade when soldiers were marching in review, the general on the stand noticed that the
band was not putting out a full effort. Some of the musicians were obviously goldbricking, merely holding their instrument while the others were playing. The general called up the bandsmaster and berated him for allowing such malingering. The bands master explained that some instruments had 'rests'.236
"No rests while on duty. Only work. You heard my orders," insisted the general. "Carry out."
The ensuing music was peculiar but nobody could complain about weak volume.
READY TO LEARN
The sergeant was seeing in new soldiers arriving in the unit: "Now, lads, remember this: you should do whatever I order you. If I tell you go and jump into the sea from that cliff you have to go and jump."
"Yes, sergeant," said one of the newcomers, "so long!"
"Where're you going?"
"Learning to swim."
EXPRESSION SUPPLEMENTED
The sergeant was giving his introductory briefing to a group of new soldiers.
"In the Army the soldiers should work hard, work and again work."
A philologically-minded soldier suggested: "The proper English phrase for it is the soldier should 'keep his nose to the grind stone'." w
"Yes," agreed the sergeant, "but here they do more than that. They make you turn the grind stone."
KEEPS
"I joined the Army for keeps,"238 complained a volunteer. "Now I keep Gling, keep peeling, keep marching, keep standing guard, keep working."
MISTAKEN ADDRESS
"Who is on the phone?" the general asked his secretary.
"Someone who thought this was not a unit headquarters but the fish market, I guess."
"Why?"
"The man wanted to know if the shrimp was gone yet?" 
GREAT PROMINENCE
Two new soldiers were conversing about their life outside.
"I was much sought after in civvy street," one GI said.
"So prominent?"
"Sometimes I was even sought after with bloodhounds."
RECRUITING CATCH
An Army volunteer complained: "Those Army recruiting officers are real smart."
"How come?"
"The local Army reception center sent me an invitation to a function. I hesitated strongly whether to join and figured there was a catch in the invitation and I was a catch. They enlisted me finally."
HORSE-CAVALRY FAN
An old cavalryman became a part-time inventor. He finally succeeded in a life-long quest: converting gasoline into synthesized horse manure.
BAYONET CHARGE
It was an extremely hot day and the sergeant in charge of bayonet drill at an Army base was trying hard to get his listless men to attack the stuffed dummies with more energy. Finally he halted the drill and said: "Listen, men, those dummies are your enemy. They have burned your houses and killed your parents. They carried away your sisters, stole all your money and drank all of the whiskey in the house."
The sergeant then stepped back and motioned the recruits forward toward the row of dummies. The line surged ahead with new purpose.240 The men with grim looks on their faces showed eagerness to attack. One recruit, his eyes stern and his lips, drawn back over his teeth in a snarl, paused to ask: "Sergeant, which one drank the whiskey?"
ADVANTAGES OF METRIC SYSTEM
An enthusiast of the adoption of the metric system in the US Army said: "Adopting the metric system would have psychological advantages. It would much more impress the enemy that we have 203.2mm howitzers than only 8in howitzers!"
REAL SOLDIER
When Americans had no end of troubles with launching a rocket there was a suggestion: "Name that rocket 'Soldier'."
"Why?"
"Because we can't make it work and we can't fire it."
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"Airborne Ranger? Not me, I just want to be a fat lawyer."
CONVERSATION
Somewhere in Western Europe an American soldier got into the train. There was no one else in the compartment besides an old woman. The Yank soldier sat down at the window, looking out, and chewing his gum. After a while the old woman leaned over and said: "You better do not try to converse with me, young man. I'm stone-deaf."
PAPER WAR
An economy-minded COFS was to send the copy of a document to all concerned. Instead of the copy each unit received a note "In view of the new economy drive to keep down costs be it further resolved no copies of documents made."
LONG-RANGE STRATEGIC ESTIMATE
A futurologist was asked how wars would be like in the year 2 000. He replied: "Sorry, but I can't
answer your question. I don't know how a war would look if it broke out next week."
FROM MOUTH TO MOUTH
"She told me," a woman complained to a friend, "that you told her the secret I told you not to tell her."
"Well," the friend replied, obviously hurt, "I specially told her not to tell you I told her."
"Oh, dear," sighed the first woman. "Well, whatever you do, don't tell her I told you she told me."
COMPANY: RSVPJ241
The hostess (with a daughter of marriageable age — of long duration) sent out an invitation to an officer (who was supposed to be the prospective suitor of her daughter's hand).
"Mr. and Mrs. Dabney request the pleasure of Captain Black's company at dinner on the 16th of September."
She was somewhat dismayed to receive the enthusiastic reply:
"With the exception of four men on leave, and two sick, Captain Black's company242 accept with much pleasure your invitation to dinner on the 16th of September."
YOU DON'T SAY
"I'm sure I command a happy unit," an officer said. "All my subordinates adore me, and so do I."
TRICKY SITUATION
Engineers were hard at work on an excavation. A driver backed his truck carrying gravel too far over the pit and the weight of the load lifted the front end of the truck off the ground several feet.
"What are you going to do now, Mason?" asked another driver.
The first driver contemplated the situation, then replied: "I think I'll grease it. I'll never have a better chance."
JUST GOT TO THINK
In the operations control room, packed with most up-to-date equipment, it was necessary to use a new type of vacuum cleaner. An attending operator was struggling hard with complex directions for its handling. After several unsuccessful attempts, he gave up and went to the adjacent room to find another instruction.
After he returned, the cleaner was working full blast and the cleaning woman was using it.
"How in the world did you get this up?" asked the operator. "You told me, Mrs. Brown, you couldn't read."
"Well, boy," the attendant replied, "when you can't read, you've just got to think."
BATTLE FATIGUE
An Army chaplain reported disturbing proof of the strain of hard training on personnel.
"Soldiers become so keyed up and nervous that it is almost impossible to put a soldier to sleep with a sermon. I haven't seen a man sleeping in the unit chapel for years!"
HEATED
Two soldiers were discussing their experiences of service in cold climate areas.
"Yes," said one, "at one point we nearly froze to death during one field exercise."
"Oh, how dreadful!" commented the other. "Who saved you?"
"We had the presence of mind to get into a heated discussion," was the reply.
THE LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT
Two friends were parting because one of them had enlisted into the Army.
"Well, Arch, when you get into the Army, look up my Uncle Looney there."
"Looney, the midget?"
"Yeah."
"How did he get in the Army?"
"He lied about his height."
LIGHTS OUT243
During an arctic training exercise in Alaska intense cold played havoc with vehicles and equipment. 244 One harassed battery commander was trying to cope with vehicles that wouldn't run and machinery that wouldn't work. He was wondering what else could go wrong when the door opened and a soldier rushed in to announce, "Hey, captain, the northern lights are out!245
Exasperated and without looking, the captain barked, "Well, go get the generator mechanic and have him fix the damn things!"
IDENTIFICATION TRICK
A doctor at an Army reception center mistified all new soldiers at physicals by telling unmistaken-ly each man which section of the country he was from.
"He does it like that type Higgins from Shaw's play 'Pigmalion', you know, by listening to the accent of each man," was one suggestion.
Then all sorts of accent tricks were used to deceive the uncanny detective but without any suecess. Finally one man asked the miracle worker: "I don't know how you did it, doctor," he said. "I was sure I had changed my accent enough to fool you."
"Accents be damned. I just read the man's medical record."
MILITARY BOTANY
An old drill sergeant retired to begin a life of raising flowers for a hobby. He always refers to his favorite flowers as his "platonias."248
DISADVANTAGES OF GOLDBRICKING
Private Wells, the notorious company gold brick, summed up his feelings as followed: "There's one thing only I don't like about doing nothing. You can't take a rest."
SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATION
The sergeant reported to the battalion commander.
"Sir, something is wrong with Private O'Brien."
"What's it?"
"He started to take things in the barracks from others. And these things don't belong to him."
"Take him to the hospital psychiatrist. Let the doctors give a scientific explanation of the soldier's motivation."
Next day the sergeant reported on the results of the visit:
"Sir, the doc said Private O'Brien was a thief. No science was given!"
FIRST RULE OF BEHAVIOR (DURING A NUCLEAR STRIKE)
Don't Get Excited
An audience in a town in a southern state was watching a film when suddenly an earthquake struck. For several dreadful, terrifying seconds shouts were heard: "A hydrogen bomb was dropped on the town!"
People screamed. The majority of the audience started up in their seats in alarm. Panic started.
In the middle of the cinema a serviceman stood up and raised his arm.
"Don't get excited!" he cried in a commanding voice that carried the authority of a nuclear war expert (of Army schooling). "Keep your seats, everyone!"
The audience heeded him and sat down. Then the serviceman calmly walked out.
WHAT — BOTH?
Then sergeant saw Private Kill Roy obviously gold-bricking.
"Can't you find something to do, Kill Roy?" he snapped.
"Am I supposed to find it and do it both?" cried out the GI in greatest surprise.
AT ALL EVENTS
A visitor to a nuclear research establishment somewhere in the USA was surprised to see a horseshoe on the door of the main laboratory. He asked a famous atom scientist in charge of the laboratory:
"I'm surprised to see that you have a horseshoe hanging over your door. Do you, a man dedicated to science, believe in that superstition?"
"Of course not," replied the scientist. "And I've been told that it's supposed to bring luck whether you believe it or not."
CHANGED BEYOND RECOGNITION
A war veteran had been at a reunion of his unit veterans. He commented after:
"The remarkable thing about these unit reunions is that your old buddies and comrades-in-arms have gotten so fat and old that they hardly recognize you."
NO ENEMY IS PLENTY
A GI veteran of the war in Vietnam was demanded by a friend:
"How was it?"
"You don't understand," explained the veteran. "There is no thrill like stalking an enemy through the jungle,247 knowing that an enemy soldier may leap at you or fire a burst at you any minute."
"How many enemies did you kill?"
"None," admitted the veteran.
"Then your fighting adventure was a failure," said his friend.
"Not at all," said the veteran, "it was a glorious success. Listen, when you're fighting in jungles, no enemy is plenty."2i&
FAIR ANSWER
At an Army medical school the professor of surgery was demonstrating a WIA from Vietnam: "This patient limps because his left leg is shorter than his right after the battlefield surgical opera-
tion. Lieutenant Smith, what would you do in sucb circumstances?" "I think, sir, that I should limp, too."
WAR OF MANEUVERS
A young girl told her friend: "You know, Jane, I think a girl should shy away from servicemen." "Why?" inquired her friend. "They are too interested in maneuvers."
WHY SPECIAL TRAINING?
A famous champion of jiu-jitsu who was an instructor in the unarmed combat in a local Rangers unit was invited to show the men of an infantry outfit how to floor any armed opponent249 or defeat even a band of attackers armed to the teeth. The meeting didn't take place however. The sergeant champion was held up and beaten up by a drunken GI who didn't like his looks for some reason.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A MARKSMAN
As the private on leave clutched her tightly in the lane the farmer's daughter sighed. Their lips met in ecstasy. Just then she whispered: "Dad is a war vet and in the Army he was the best pistol shot in his division!"
Annoyed, the private asked: "And what does that make you?"
Snuggling closer, she cooed: "Your bride!"
INSEPARABLE
Two GI friends were talking about their outfits.
"I've heard," said one, "a remarkable degree of cooperation has been achieved in your unit between officers and men. They say sergeants and men are inseparable!"
"Yes, it takes a MP company to drag them apart whenever they meet in a next brawl in a pub," answered the other.
ODD ASSIGNMENT
Mother whose son was in the Army was asked: "What is your son in the Army?"
"He is a strange undertaker. He's done attached to a corpse."z50
ARMS AND THE MAN
(Not after that play by GBS!)
A man in Chicago bought a watch and chain from a dealer. The proprietor handed him a watch with a package.
"What's in the package?" the man asked.
"A submachine gun."
"What's this for?"
"You bought a gold watch," was the explanation. "You want to keep it, don't you?"
PROFESSIONAL
At the birthday party of the unit electrician the man was presented with a box containing a birthday cake. But instead of 40 candles on'in the middle of the cake was a 40-watt light bulb.
DRIVERS WILL BE DRIVERS
During an amphibious landing exercise a LST had approached as close to shore as possible, but when the bow ramp was dropped, there was a considerable amount of water between the ramp and the beach. A soldier driver sat in his jeep and drove off the ramp — and disappeared under water. After a rather long time a Navy swimmer dived and dragged the driver ashore.
Wondering why he had been underwater so long the commander asked the swimmer if the driver had been stuck in his jeep.
"No, sir," he replied. "He was trying to start the darned thing."
SECURITY MEASURES AND HUMOR
The Manhattan Project in the USA was surrounded with extremely strict secrecy during WW II. In one of the cities where Americans had plants producing the atomic explosive nobody knew what the plants were actually manufacturing. The current joke was 'We make foreparts of horses which are sent to Washington for assembly!'
A speaker at a banket given to maintain relations with the public told the audience as the greatest secret: "At our plants we make wheels for miscarriages." 251
DELAYS IN THE ADOPTION OF THE METRIC SYSTEM
Now when the USA and Great Britain go metric the following story sheds some light on the prolonged delay in the adoption of the metric system. They say that rather a long time ago the then prime minister Lloyd George heard MPs arguing on the merits of the metric system, military advantages including, and asked: "Could you fancy an English worker coming to the pub to have his beer and asking 'a 56825 liter beer'?" And the adoption of the metric system was postponed several decades.
FOREIGN AID
While the astronauts of Apollo 11 were making their splashdown in the Pacific, an American comedian commented: "We left over $ 1,250,000 in supplies and equipment on the moon. That's our government! There's nobody up there, and we're giving 'em foreign aid."
TRUE TO LIFE
The statue showed a battle charger and his rider who was a famous general sitting on the pedestal near the horse. When asked about it, a city resident explained: "He was a great general but a rotten horseman."
RELIABLE IDENTIFICATION
The recruit in the checkout line at the base PX was asked by a pretty cashier if he had any identification verifying that he was in the service.
The young man replied, "Yes," and, leaning toward her, took her hand and placed it atop his closely shaved head.
PROMOTING PROCEDURE
A personnel officer (PO) had a bright idea about a democratic way of promoting officer personnel. He has a dart board with three rings on it. On the large outer ring he lettered: "Hell, NO". On the middle ring he put: "MAYBE". And on a tiny bull's eye: "YES". When anyone from the unit asked about his promotion, the PO would hand him three darts and leave him alone to try his luck.
HIS MATCH
The drill instructor at a boot camp began: "All right. Get this and get it straight. My name is Sergeant Stone and I am even harder than my name. If anyone has any other ideas, he's better run out now or he'll regret every minute of the three months he's going to spend here."
He then strutted down the line of stiffened recruits and asked the name of each in turn. Upon reaching the smallest one with his question, there was no answer. In a voice that would shake GIs, he roared, "Are you just going to ignore me, private? I said 'What's your name?' "
The answer was, in a tearful voice, "Stonebrea-ker,252sir."
DOING WITHOUT SALUTING
Once a superior asked his subordinate: "Lowland, why do you pass me without saluting?"
"And why should I salute you if we have the same ranks?"
"Because I'm your superior and can make you a superior too."
"But if you make me a superior too why should I salute you? We'll both be supsriors."
"Well, because I can make you a superior even superior than myself."
"Still better by far! Then you'll be the one to salute me..."
"Yes, it's so but I can work out a discharge for you and then you'll never become a superior."
"Exactly. That's why I don't care to salute you now!"
ARMS OPTION
A lady entered an arms shop in New York. "I'd like to have a reliable pistol." "What one?"
"Quick-shooting and jam-proof." "Do you take it for defense?" "No. For defense I'll take a lawyer." "Mebby you'll take this six-shooter?" "Whom do you take me for — a polygamist with six husbands?"
DEFECTS
An officer consulted an Army psychiatrist.
"I'm a unit commander and worried because my men have stopped talking in sleep."
"Have stopped? But it's perfect."
"No. How can we learn what they think of officers?"
TOO MUCH
A general fell into the river and had nearly drowned hadn't it been for a GI who jumped into the water and pulled out the general.
The general gave the GI one buck. The soldier gave him change 50 cents.
ETERNAL RH1P
A GI had a telephone connection with his buddy who had been sent to another world by a sniper in Vietnam.
"Where are you speaking from, Joe?" he inquired.
"From the better world, Roy."
"Is it really better?"
"No, same privileges for officers. Here too they are warm and comfortable."
"And what about privates?"
"Privates pull KP duty in cold all the same."
"What do they do?"
"Keep fire up under the water boilers in which officers sit."
ORIENTATION IN THE DESERT
Patrolmen had lost their bearings in the desert during a field exercise. The sergeant asked an Arab herdsman: "How do we get to the nearest oasis?"
The herdsman explained: "You go on to the right. After the third mirage you'll see the oasis."
LANGUAGE DEESCALATION
The general asked his chief of staff to give instructions to bring his car to headquarters.
The COFS told the motor pool officer (MPO): "Give orders to bring the general's vehicle to HQ."
The MPO told his assistant: "Tell your guys to take the Old Man's car to his place."
The assistant told the NCOINC: "Sergeant, tell that Thompson to get the jeep to the boss."
The sergeant shouted: "Hey, Mac, take your jalopy to the headshed to pick up the old chimp!"253
FEAR HAS BIG EYES
A rookie was on sentry duty for the first time at a post surrounded by a thick wood. Suddenly he heard a tree branch cracking. Shaking in his boots he shouted: "How many of you are there? There are five of us here!"
BEST PREVENTION MEASURE
An inspector told the commandant of a stockade: "Your security is no good but nobody has escaped from your prison during the last two years. How do you explain this fact?"
"Every morning prisoners are read a new report on the next increase of prices and inflation and unemployment outside."
SURVEILLANCE VICTIMS
Two American citizens were having a telephone talk.
"Hello, Bob, have you fallen asleep there?"
"Why?"
"I hear you snoring at your end of the line!"
"Nothing of the kind. I'm sound awake listening to you!"
"Then it's the guy from the CIA or FBI monitoring our line who's snoring..."
RABBIT AND A TANK
(a negro folk-tale — imitated)
Brother Rabbit had made friends with a Tank from a local tank outfit.
Once the tank asked the rabbit mockingly: "Brother Rabbit, why have you got those funny long ears of yours on your head?"
"Brother Tank, I don't ask you why you've got that funny long tail on your forehead?"
WHO IS THERE?
During a troop exercise an umpire noticed a tank on the field without any signs of life. He knocked on the side of the tank.
"Who's there?" a voice asked from inside the tank.
"And who is there?" asked the umpire in his turn.
INHERITANCE
A vet was retelling his endless war adventures crowded with feats of bravery.
"Bravery is an inherited thing in our family. My uncle, for example, was so brave that once he entered a lion's cage."
"I'm sure he got an ovation when he came out," exclaimed a lady listener.
"Who told he had come out?"
[image: image46.png]


'I'm tempted to diagnose your case as a military-industrial complex."
MUTUAL
A GI wished to call on the phone his friend at headquarters but dialled a wrong number.
"Hello, you, goldbrick, how are you making out there in your rotten headshed?"
An indignant voice snapped: "How do you dare! You know who I am? I'm General Jackson! Com-mander-in-Chief!"
There was a hushed silence at the other end of the wire. Then the impressed GI asked: "And do you know who's speaking here, sir?"
"No," cut short the brass hat.
"Thanks God," commented the GI and hanged off.
PHYSICIAN HEAL THYSELF!
A man applying for service in the Army was examined by an eye doctor. The doctor concluded:
"If you wish to serve in the Army you need glasses."
"I'm wearing glasses," protested the applicant.
"Oh. then I need glasses," agreed the doctor.
FIRST THING
At communications school a trainee was shown at a switchboard and asked, "What would you do first thing if you were assigned as operator of this equipment?"
"I would order a new switchboard, sir."
"Why?"
"This one is full of holes."
DON'T FORGET
A GI told his friend about some hush-hush matters developed and tested in his establishment. Then he warned him: "Don't forget to tell everybody it's a top secret."
BACK TALKING AD LIB
Two GIs met. One said: "Sergeant Lieberman gave me detailed introduction to Army ways." "But why are you hoarse?" "I got hoarse listening to him talk."
SECRET INFORMATION
Two servicemen were watching a theater show (or rather were lively discussing some matters without looking at the stage). A lady behind them touched one's shoulder: "Young man, I can't hear a word!" she said.
"You're not supposed to, lady," explained a GI. "We're talking over some strictly classified R&D problems!"
WANT AD
An explosives plant had the following ad: "Wanted urgently a laboratory assistant who can run as quickly as possible."
SIDE TAKING
A tactics instructor was putting a cadet through a set of tactical situations: "Now, Beadles, suppose you're moving across the desert and suddenly see an enemy sniper aiming at you from behind a rock. Your actions?"
"I would take an aim at the sniper and fire my rifle first."
"Nothing doing, Beadles, your rifle got jammed!"
"Then I'd throw a hand grenade."
"The grenade failed to explode," followed another narrative.
"I'd make a dash to bayonet the man."
"You hit the bayonet against the rock and it broke, and the enemy soldier rushed at you to stab you with a knife."
"I'd climb a tree to escape him." "But there are no trees in the desert." "Look here, sir, I don't understand whose side you're taking — mine or the enemy's?" flared up the bewildered cadet.
NOT THAT MEASURE
A patrolman met a farmer and asked him: "How many miles to that village?" "No miles. It's a country road."
ENERGY CRISIS
The sergeant was reading a newspaper story about the notorious energy crisis.
"Nothing new in this energy crisis — GIs in this outfit have had it for years," he commented.
SHAGGY DOG STORY
It happened in USALCOM. A sergeant dropped at the post theater to catch a movie. He was startled to see next to him a soldier holding the paw of a white polar bear.
"Excuse me," he whispered, "there's a polar bear sitting next to you."
"I know," said the soldier. "He's a friend of mine."
"Don't you think it's a little unusual to bring a polar bear to a post movie?"
"Not when you consider how he enjoyed the look."
LONG-RANGE APPROACH
Johnny returned from school and asked his father: "Daddy, as a war vet you probably know, is it true that a soldier is never scared?"
"Yes."
"Then you may have a look at my school report!"
SECURITY FIND254
"Private Fox is a security find as a staff clerk," said the COFS.
"Why?"
"We can always rely on his discretion. First of all, he doesn't understand a word of what he writes and, secondly, he doesn't remember a word of what he writes."
TRUE
A group of war veterans were vividly exchanging the stories of their war-time experiences of the 'How-I-Won-the-War' type.
The above stories were so full of fantastic exploits of valor, stratagems and tactical, nay," strategic skill and mastery 'beyond and above the call of duty' that one of the listeners commented skeptically: "Well, Norrison, if your story is true, I wonder, why did they bring in so many GIs to that theater?"
"What do you mean 'if true', Powell," the main story, teller protested. "I remember the incidents as if they really happened!"
ANNOYING EXAMINATION
An applicant for VOLAR who was a very tough guy (evidently with a record of many slug feats) was getting an eye examination at the Army recruiting center.
"Read what you see on that chart," said the eye-doctor.
"Okay," he said, "I read it."
"Read it aloud."
"Whatsa matter?"255 the tough guy asked. "Can't you read?"
ARMS CONTROL
When the notorious 'Arms Control Bill' was under discussion in the USA a rabid opponent of this bill commented:
"Arms control is absolutely un-American. Every loyal citizen should have a gun! There are some tough neighborhoods in the country where even kids have several notches on their bean shooters."258
UNSOLDIERLY BEHAVIOR
A film about Army life was being shot. The scene showed a street with many GIs loitering about near a bar.
"Remember," shouted the director, "act as natural as possible like real soldiers at all times. Okay. Roll 'em."
The crowd of actors started acting and everything seemed to be going fine when the director suddenly yelled, "Cut!" Then he walked to the crowd of the GIs. "Whom are you supposed to enact?"
"Soldiers... ."
"And where have you seen soldiers in the US Army saluting every sergeant and officer?"
TALKING TURKEY257
A general was present at a dinner and the hostess was trying to play up to the general258 but could get no response. When she managed by special maneuvering to be seated next to him, she still couldn't get a rise out of her brass hat visitor.
"You don't talk much, do you, general?" she remarked.
"I only speak when it's important for the military security of this country, Madam," he replied. "Would you please pass the turkey."
WEAPON SOPHISTICATION
An inmate of a lunatic asylum was holding out his hands making strange passes. The head doctor explained to a visitor: "He was an operator of some sophisticated equipment in the Army."
"So what?"
"Now he thinks he is a searchlight." "Why don't you switch it off, Merril?" the doc asked the inmate.
"And leave the room without any illumination?" replied the inmate.
"But where is the beam?"
"One can see at once you aren't a specialist, doc. I'm an IR searchlight."
CHANGE OF HEART
A little boy was very much interested in Army life and showed a great deal of enthusiasm for military matters. He even called a litter of his new pups 'Soldiers'. Then once he visited an infantry unit on an Open Doors day and saw all drills — marching, obstacles, saluting, etc., etc. When asked how he called his pups, he replied: "Civilians."
"Why, Johnny, last week you dubbed them 'Soldiers'?"
"Yes, that was last week. This week they got their eyes open."
BIG CALIBER
A lady walked into an arms shop.
"I'd like to have a pistol and cartridges," she demanded the sales assistant.
"What caliber would you like?"
The lady shrugged her shoulders. "I don't know exactly the caliber but my husband wears suit size 11."
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY
At a communications school the instructor had shown graphically the difference between DC and AC, drawing corresponding curves.
After the explanations one trainee asked: "I can't get one technical thing, sir, — how can a sinusoidal current flow through a straight conductor?"
HOW TO GIVE UP SMOKING?
An ad was published: "Want to stop smoking? Join our staff! Smokers do not last here. EXPLOSIVES RESEARCH LABORATORY."
TRAFFIC SIGN
A traffic sign ran as follows: "If you are short of time to wait a bit at the crossroads, you'll have it enough and to spare."
ARMS AS NECESSITY
Hiding from heavy rain a man got into an arms shop in New York. The salesman was trying to convince him to buy some weapon.
"Maybe you'd buy this perfect pistol?"
"What could I do with a pistol?" "Oh God," threw up his hands the salesman, "do you want to live for ages?"
EAGER TO SEE HONORS FOR BATTLE-DEAD
The house lights were up after a war play. The theater was empty and everyone was preparing to go home when they noticed a woman still sitting in the pit.
"Why don't you go home," the manager advised. "The show is over. The hero is dead."
"He was such a brave warrior," gushed the lady. "I thought I'd wait to see his splendid military funeral."
NO BETTER
The sergeant caught Private Jackson (notorious for being the greatest chow hound in the company) selecting some juicy morsels out of the garbage cans one day.
"Listen you," roared the angry sarge, "you'll eat in the mess hall. You're no better than the rest of us."
HATE
When asked about his initial impressions ot service in the Army Private Joyce said: "Most of all I hate mornings. They are so early!"
MYSTERY WEAPON
The woman went into the gun department of an arms shop. "I want to buy a revolver," she said. "It's for my husband."
"Did he tell you what kind to buy?" asked the clerk.
"I should say not," she replied. "He doesn't even know I'm going to shoot him yet."
CHAIN REACTION
Two friends met. One said: "I never knew, Thomas, you were such a brave fighter in the war and had all those medals."
"I got the big one by mistake — and all the others for having the big one."
SELECTION OF SUITABLE WEAPON
The judge asked the defendant woman: "Tell the court how you rushed into the room where your husband was asleep and killed him."
"Yes, I took a bow and arrows and shot him," admitted the lady.
"Why such outdated weapons?" got curious the judge.
"I didn't wish to wake up the children!"
MIXED EMOTIONS
His son asked him: "Daddy, what is 'mixed emotions'?"
"Well, it's like this. Suppose I saw Sergeant Henderson heading in a car for a precipice. And then I notice he had taken my car."
GREATEST VICTOR
A history professor asked a girl student: "Tell me who was the greatest victor in history winning the largest number of victories?"
"Don Juan," answered the student without delay.
ANOTHER TYPE OF CHEMICAL WARFARE
A visitor to a professor, famous for his R&D work in the field of chemical warfare, saw in his apartment a table crowded with a large assortment of bottles filled with some unidentifiable liquids, phials, jugs with some mysterious preparations, boxes, etc., and exclaimed: "Oh, you do your research in chemistry even at home, don't you?"
"No, it's my wife's toilet-table. She does research in chemical warfare which started much earlier than that for military purposes."
"And with greater success," agreed the visitor.
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"Sergeant, will you explain to this new Postal Clerk that everything addressed to the CO. does not necessarily have to be delivered to the CO."
KEEPING COOL
An instruction on civil defense published in the USA advised what to do if one's clothes catch fire from thermal radiation of a nuclear burst: "In such cases above all things you must keep cool,"259 it said.
ELECTRONIC WARFARE
After a lecture on electronic warfare a listener remarked: "Our radio and TV broadcasting companies keep us in combat training. They transmit killing programs."
MAIN THING
One girl told another: "I'm going to marry a soldier."
"How thrilling! What's his name?"
"I don't know his name but I've got his service number."
ENGINEER ESTIMATE
The commander asked his unit engineer during winter field exercises: "So how is the crossing proceeding, Joberg?"
"If my estimate of the thickness of the ice on the river is correct the troops are moving across the river, if not, they are swimming."
RESEMBLANCE
One GI told another while looking at an angry dog barking furiously at all passers-by: "This dog reminds me of Sergeant Gypps."
"Why?"
"He never talks but, my, how he can bark!"
LIFE OF DISCIPLINE
Two friends met in the street.
"From now on," said one, "I'm going to lead a life of regimentation — every minute of time under schedule and under orders..."
"Joining the Army, arent' you?"
"No, getting married!"
DRIVING PROBLEM
A WAC private was taking her examination for the driver's permit. She was told: "Imagine you are with your truck at a street cross section. You started moving when you see a car racing to meet you, then a truck heading towards you on the left and a big van going to touch your vehicle from the right. What would you do?"
"I would hastily apply the brakes."
"The brakes are' out of order!"
"Then I would close my eyes and let the truck be towed to the repair shop."
MAN OR OCTOPUS?
A lady told her friend: "My husband was an officer and took part in many battles. He had bad luck — in every battle he lost an arm or a leg."
"How terrible! And in how many battles did he participate?"
"In eight battles," she proudly announced.
GREAT HANDICAP
A party of GIs were digging a ditch.
"Poor Henry!" one of them remarked. "He is so near-sighted he is working himself to death."
"What's 'is260 near sight got to do with it?"
"Well, 'e can't see when the sergeant ain't looking, so 'e 'as to keep on shoveling all the time!"261
GRASPING THE ESSENCE
An officer asked his commander about his long overdue promotion. "You see, lieutenant, the forecast hump in the promotion motion curve precludes the augmentation of grade categories under the circumstances registered in the personnel record analysis."
"I do not get it, sir," stated the inquirer. "That's right, lieutenant, that's just what I'm trying to tell you."
TALKING IN SLEEP
One GI told his friend: "You wanna get the sergeant crazy?"
"Sure, Joe. How should I go about it?" "He always listens to what you say about him in your sleep. Now when you go to sleep at night don't talk — just grin."
ROYALTY
Her son home on leave after some time of service in the Army told her. "Once I got five dollars a word."
"Do they pay soldiers for talking in the Army, John?"
"I had twenty dollars retained from my pay for talking back to the sergeant."
OPERATIONS FORECAST
The unit engineer reported to the unit commander: "Sir, the river-crossing operation is sure doomed to failure!"
"Why do you think so, Hamilton?"
"When the unit column was moving to the crossing point the road was crossed by an ugly black cat."
GUARD DUTY COMPETITION
Two GI guard members decided to have competition: "When we are on double sentry post, Mike, let's see which of us will be the first to fall asleep."
"So what, Fred?"
"If you're the first, you'll tell me, if I am the first, I'll tell you."
PERSONAL ATTENTION
Private Kollins was at home on leave for the first time after his entry into military service. His father asked him: "Well, Mike, how are you getting on with your commanders?"
"Perfect! The Old Man himself always makes personal remarks about my progress in training."
"What remarks?"
He says: 'What a dope!' "
BACK FIRE
After some remonstrations the sergeant summed it up by the conclusion: "After all all privates are morons!"
"But not all morons are privates," remarked one GI.
ALREADY PROVIDED FOR
The company were rehearsing for a great inspection parade to be held tomorrow. The captain told the sergeant: "Place that new man in the second rank. His nose is too long."
"That has already been done, sir," reported the sergeant.
THEORY AND PRACTICE
A sergeant was told by the CO not to go into the theory of gunnery but pay more attention to practice. So next time he addressed the rookies: "Well, men, theory is what you don't understand and practice is what you understand, do you understand?"
MARTIAL-MUSIC LOVER
An Army brat told his father who was an Army vet sarge:
"Daddy, I'd like to get a big drum. You told me you liked martial music."
"Not at all," said his dad.
"Don't you worry, daddy," consoled him his brat. "I'll beat the drum only while you are asleep."
DIDN'T MAKE NO DIFFERENCE
Two GIs were recalling the events of the past day.
"What did the sergeant say when you answered back?"
"Nothing. And those two front teeth I wished to pull out all the same!"
ARMY DEMOCRACY
The commander told a group of his subordinate officers: "I do not want people around here who say 'yes' like robots. I want people who say 'yes, sir!' "
SUMMITS OF EDUCATION
The unit commander saw that the office was absolutely filthy. "Well, Fitzgerald," he said to the orderly, "how do you explain this? Look, I can write in the dust on the desk!"
"Oh, sir," sighed the orderly, "I wish I was educated like you!"
DISASTER
A painter showed his new picture under title 'Nuclear Disaster' painted in the manner of advanced guardism. "What would you say about this masterpiece of battle painting?" asked one of the critics present. Another critic commented: "Well done! The picture is really a disaster!"
GOLD-BRICKING
(scientifically treated)
Students at Army Information School got an assignment to write up a phylosophical essay on gold-bricking in the army and its motivation and manifestations. A student submitted the briefest composition on three sheets of paper. Page 1 had the word 'This', Page 2 — 'is', Page 3 — 'gold-bricking'.
LEAVE EXTENSION
Private Jackson, home on leave, wired to his commander: "Request leave extension Am dying."
Soon he received the reply: "Leave extension granted to go to hell."
VACUUM
At communications school a trainee was asked by the instructor: "What is vacuum?"
"It is in my head but I can't put it in words," answered the trainee.
TOO YOUNG
His uncle was retelling the same glory story over and over about his war adventures.
"And then only one man survived this dreadfull attack. One man only. And the whole battalion lost their lives!"
"But, Uncle," interrupted him his nephiew who was a steady listener of this tale, "some years ago you told me that it was the squad."
"At that time you were too young, my boy, to learn the whole horrible truth!"
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"No more war movies on your day off 1"
LEGAL CATCH OR SERVICE ALL THE SAME

A private infantryman just out of basic training was already disgruntled with military life and decided to write the Secretary of Defense about it.
"Dear Sir," he wrote. "I strongly believe in reincarnation, and in previous life I fought and died with Davy Crockett off the Alamo.262 I don't mind serving one, but I don't feel that anyone should have to do anything more, after giving his life for his country. I should be discharged."
A short time after, a top Pentagon general wrote back:
"Dear Private, I do not question the sincerity of your beliefs. Nor do I doubt that you fought alongside Colonel Crockett, if you remember it. I agree with you that no man should be asked to do more than give his life for his country. However when you died at the Alamo, Texas was not part of the United States. So you have to serve this country."
COMPUTERIZATION IN PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
When it came to solving a problem in personnel management a computer broke down. Never programmed to differentiate between a hyphen and a minus sign, it was trying to subtract Private Smith from Sergeant Malcolm.
OBEDIENCE TRAINING
As a matter of high security the laboratory building was guarded with patrols of police dogs. A colonel from the laboratory staff, unsuspected of this measure, walked down the corridor to his office in the evening hours when the place was supposed to be closed to personnel as he came face to face with one of the dogs, accompanied by his trainer. The dog, with his teeth bared and menacing growl, was about to jump on the scared colonel who froze on the spot. The trainer shouted in an authoritative tone the command: "Sit!" Whereupon the unnerved colonel promptly sat down on the floor.
ASSET
A Pentagon brass hat was sent a WAC to his office to work as secretary. The general commented: "Our pretty new secretary can't spell which makes her inability to type a real asset."263
PROGRESS IN SIGNAL COMMUNICATIONS
A scientist commented: "Progress in signal communications isn't always for the best. Smoke signals never got an Indian out of bed at 3 a.m."
ALLOWANCE FOR MOVEMENT TIME
2LT Harrison returned home from the unit, as he told, later than usual. Soon after midnight the alarm went off. He scrambled out of bed but when he saw the time, he roared at his wife, demanding an explanation why she set the clock at this time.
"Well," she replied placidly, "if it took you four hours to get home from the unit, I figured it would take you four hours to get back, and I don't want you to be late. An officer should be always punctual, shouldn't he?"
BEST DOCUMENTS
Chief of military stockade summoned the head warder.
"Why did you let out of jail Private Smith who was sentenced to serve five years for forging some bank documents?"
"He showed me a court-martial order telling he was acquitted of all charges and was to be released immediately, sir."
ECONOMY-MINDED
An economy drive was announced by the unit QM. After watching the marching drill in the drill square for some time he told the drill instructor: "You know, sergeant, those rookies have just been issued new boots?"
"Yes, sir."
"Let them take wider steps when marching."
"What for?"
"Their boots will last longer then, don't you see?"
BIRDS AND GRADES
A girl who was Army slang-crazy264 told her friend, "I was out with a colonel last night." "Army man?" "No, he's in the chicken business." M5
PROPER EXPERT
The unit commander told his COFS: "Colonel, assign another officer to word our action reports."
"Yes, sir?"
"These reports should not mean anything and don't tell anything clearly."
The COFS thought a minute.
"I guess we can ask the unit weatherman to do the job. He has got a lot of experience in compiling weather forecasts."
RIOT CONTROL DRILL
The sergeant was examining a young soldier in riot control operations.
"So what do you do in case of public disorder when on riot control duty, Smith?"
"Call the cop," was the ready answer.
THE ONLY SUITABLE ARM OF THE SERVICE
The sergeant was summing up Private Linquist's training results.
"Linquist, you're doin' such a fine job here."
"Am I?" beamed the surprised soldier.
"Yes, I'm personally recommending your transfer to the underground balloon corps."286
ALL CHOICES
Signs in an Army stockade:
over a glassed box with fire-fighting equipment;
"In Case of Fire Break This";
over a glassed box with a SMG: "In Case of Break Fire This."267
DESERVED PAY
The sergeant told Private Seedje: "Seedje, if they ever start payin' you what yer worth268 be prepared for a 100% cut."
ONLY PUNISHMENT
The infuriated captain shouted: "I don't care if he is already a private — I still want him busted."
DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE
An instructor told the rookies: "When an officer or an NCO tells you to jump out of the window on the 14th floor, you jump."
Then he added: "If you wish to do so, you may question the command — after you have obeyed. This is the gist of discipline and democracy in the Army."
PAPER WAR
An American statistician calculated that if one government record were burned every second it would take 2,000 years to burn all those now in filing cabinets. Military researchers say that a longer time is demanded to destroy all paper stocks accumulated by the Pentagon.
SIMPLE PROBLEM
An athletic training instructor summed up the Marathon requirements (26 miles and 385 yards) to a group of soldiers who were to take part in a
Marathon race as follows: "If your left leg takes you 13 miles and your right leg does the other 13, all you, boys, have to worry is only 385 yards."
MILITARY AND FAMILY LIFE
A vet was asked about fighting. "Fights ain't like a wedding, you don't know who will lose," he explained.
SHOOTING COMPETITION
Two cowboys had a shooting competition while hunting in the prairies. John took careful aim at a bird — but hit a frog. He picked it up, studied it, scretched his head and said, "Well, anyhow, I knocked its feathers off!"269
ONLY IN FICTION
Two boys were talking about their ancestors. One of them said: "My greatgrandfather was a great American warrior. He drove the Indians out of Kansas."
"What program was he on?"270
MILITARY COURTESY
A college student was late to an early morning class. The professor asked him: "What did they say to you in the Army when you came in late like this?"
"Why, when I came in late," answered the vet, "they said, 'How are you this morning, sir?' and saluted."
BABY TALK
(In the Age of Motorization)
A little boy was playing in the room where his father was fast asleep on a couch, loudly snoring.
After a while the father turns over on his side and stops snoring. The boy cries to his mother in the next room: "Mom, look — daddy's motor has run out of fuel!"
THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE
A man wished to buy a cottage in the country. "What deters me," he told the owner, "it's the ugly building in front. It impedes the view of the country side."
"Well," said the owner. "May it not bother you at all. It is a powder plant. It may blow up at any moment."
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 "Now a pinch of salt..."
WAYS OF INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION
A FBI agent was sent to a party on the eve of New Year to find out all particulars about supposed un-American activities of a group of American citizens. He was asked by his boss, "How many people were present there?"
"Forty two," was the exact reply.
"How do you know?"
"I just counted faces and divided by two."
HIS WHIM
Mother with her little son at a toy shop asked for toy soldiers.
"We've got only sergeants," the shop assistant told her.
"Do the sergeants' stripes come off? Gerald likes to be able to reduce them to the ranks," she inquired.
COST OF LIVING COMPLEXES
One American housewife commented on newspaper report to another lady: "The paper blames the high cost of living on the military-industrial complex. It isn't the military-industrial complex. I dun-no any man by this name. It's the landlord — butcher — grocer — doctor — auto dealer complex."
EXCAVATION FEAT
Trainees at an engineer training center located not far from the Grand Canyon were told by an instructor that the big cleft in the ground had been cut by Army engineers and the dirt wheeled away without any up-to-date excavating and transportation equipment. "Just spades and wheel barrows," he added.
"I don't believe it," a trainee commented.
"Why don't you believe it?" the instructor asked.
"Well, they may have dug it out, as you say, and wheeled the dirt away in wheel barrows but what did they do with the dirt?"
CONSTRUCTION ENTHUSIASM
It happened near the barracks of an Army engineer unit. A pedestrian had fallen into a manhole near the unit's grounds and called for help.
"Dear me," said an old lady who happened along. "Have you fallen into that manhole?"
"Not at all. As you seem to be interested I will say that I just happened to be down here and those soldiers from the unit built the pavement around me."
NO USE
"Did you give the colonel my message?" the captain asked a rookie messenger.
"Yes, sir, but there ain't no use sendin' that man any written notes. He's blind as a bat."
"Blind? How do you know? That's news to me."
'"Course he's blind. Twice he asked me where my hat was, and there it was in plain sight on my head all the time. Yes, sir, he's blind as a bat."
ADVANTAGEOUS DISADVANTAGE
A clever signal apparatus was once invented. When tested, it was found that troops took longer to transmit messages with it than with other communications systems it was purported to replace and the messages had higher error rate. A commo expert concluded: "The system's characteristics point one unique advantage."
"What advantage?" anxiously asked the inventor.
"The device is jammable. Thus the erroneous messages would never get through."
KEEN EYE
The hostess at a party told a famous astronomer who was among her guests:
"Look, how beautiful Venus is in the night sky!" "It isn't Venus, madame, it's Jupiter," corrected the astronomer politely.
The hostess was speechless for a moment. Then she exclaimed: "What keen eyes have these astronomers! They can make out not only the name of planets but even their sex at millions upon millions of miles."
PEN-NAME
A school pupil wrote in a composition: "Napoleon is the name of an emperor and general as well as the pen-name of many psychos."
BEST REMEDY
Newly-weds were going to have a wedding voyage by ship.
"What do you think, Nick," asked the young wife worriedly, "should I suffer from the seasickness?"
"Don't be afraid, darling, love to your husband is the best medicine for this disease."
"Yes, I know, but how it'll be on the return trip?"
FLYERS
Little Linda checked with her mother: "You told me, Mommy, that angels have wings and can fly like flyers, didn't you?"
"Yes, I did," said the mother.
"Well," said Linda, "last night I heard Daddy calling my nurse an angel. When is she going to fly?"
The mother answered promptly: "Tomorrow in the morning, darling!"
MAIN PLACE
At a party given irr honor of a famous general who had an impressive array of 'fruit salad' on his uniform one guest asked another: "How did General Martin get so many orders and medals?"
"He was well aware of one principle of conduct."
"What principle?"
"To be as little as possible where decorations are earned and as much as possible where they are distributed!"
ANOTHER ASPECT
Short time ago a Lockheed Aircraft Corporation representative in search of another contract from a NATO country wanted to give a government official sports car as a gift for the favorable treatment of the company's bid for a many million dollar contract.271 The official said, "Sir, common decency and my basic sense of honor never permit me to accept a gift like that."
The company representative said, "I quite understand your position. Suppose we do this. I'll sell you the sports car for $ 10."
The official thought a moment, then replied, "In that case, I'll take two."
HAUNTING SPECTRE
An American art collector in Italy got a magnificent Titian and wanted to take it back to the States. He thought of a wonderful idea to get some native artist to paint a portrait of Mussolini right on Titian. After this operation the American didn't have any trouble in getting the picture home. There the Mussolini portrait was scraped off and the Titian emerged. Then he noticed there was something under this Titian. He stripped off the Titian, and there was a portrait of — Mussolini.
OER GEMS
The following extracts from Officer Efficiency Reports (OER) were picked out as outstanding:
+ This officer can't do anything right. Other than that he's an outstanding officer.
+ He failed to demonstrate any outstanding manners.
+ Honest, faithful, trustworthy, stupid.
+ He is a great heel clicker.эт2
+ His three views on problems. Fear of his superiors, fear of his subordinates and fear of his enemy.
+ He failed to show up for a briefing. To make matters worse he was supposed to conduct the briefing.
+ He hasn't any mental traits.
+ He seems to suffer an allergy to hard work. Procrastination appears to be a side effect.
+ This officer would be better off if he wasn't.273
SOME DIALOGUES
Farmer (to a paratrooper): "Hey, what's the idea of going down on my cornfield in that parachute?"
Paratrooper: "Well, gollyl Did you ever try to go up in one of those things?"
* * *
Army Brat: "I've had it at school, Dad!"274
Dad: "What's the matter?"
Army Brat: "Just consider me AWOL."
* * *
Sergeant to cook: "Smith, you cooked an outstanding meal today..." Cook: "Really, serge?" Sergeant: "Yes, it even made ME nauseous..."
* * *
Two GIs watching a stooping, paunchy sergeant? "Well, Jim, do they say sergeants are the backbone of the Army?"
"Yes."
"If that's the backbone of the Army, the Army needs a chiropractor..."275
* * *
Tycoon of military-industrial complex (to an efficiency expert): "How will the change to a peacetime economy affect our business?"
Efficiency expert: "Changing to a peacetime economy won't affect us one bit, sir."
Tycoon: "What do you mean?"
Expert: "Instead of the military, we'll sell our stuff — explosive, surveillance equipment, fire arms — to civilians..."
* * *
Colonel (to unit chaplain): "Do you know, Captain, that in the Army everything goes through channels?"
Chaplain: "Sure, Colonel."
Colonel: "Then why did you address your prayers directly to Lord?"
* * *
A sergeant and a private were crawling across desert.
Sergeant: "Hey, private!" Private: "Yes, sarge?" Sergeant: "Pick up the step!"278
* * *
General: "You say you want to report SGT Snorkel, Captain?"
Company Commander: "Yes, sir. He's getting worse and worse. Yesterday he STRUCK an EM. This morning I caught him faking your signatures on a bulletin. And just now he used TWO paper towels at once in the wash-room."
* * *
First GI: "How can I get out of KP tomorrow?" Second GI: "Don't you know all the tricks of
gold-bricking?" First GI: "I've already used all the excuses I
know. There must be some way. I must come up
with an idea. Think, boy, think. And Sarge thinks
it easy being a goof-off."
* * *
Two young men had just read a newspaper report about a new nuclear-weapon test of fabulous power.
One said: "Look at this poster. It says 'Join the Navy and See the World'."
"While it's Still Here," added the other.
* * *
Sergeant: "Your temperature is better, Beetle." Soldier (simulating illness): "Where is it this morning, sarge?"
Sergeant: "Just between KP and guard duty."
* * *
One of the group of GIs digging in hard at an exercise: "This is the atomic age, serge. Why do we still need foxholes?"
Sergeant: "Listen, you still need them in limited wars?"
GI: "What's a limited war?"
Sergeant: "That's where they just try to kill you a little."
* * *
First GI: "They're sending sarge to a behavioral class on rational leadership."277
Second GI: "To teach him new Army techniques?"
First GI: "No, he's going as the 'before' exhibit."278
* * *
The Old Man overheard the drill sergeant using a language like this with an awkward squad: "Faster, you ... bunch of ... move your ... feet. Faster, you...!"
The Old Man commented: "What this Army needs is some new adjectives."
* * *
Two flyers in a low-level flight: "If we get any lower, friend, something will happen." "What?" "We'll have to get clearance to take off again." 279
* * *
GI (to cook): "Why so happy today, cookie?" Cook: "The paper says here in the new Army I'm no longer called 'cookie'. Nor 'grease ball' or 'belly robber'. I'm the 'dining facilities steward'."
* * *
Two visitors in picture gallery (observing a portrait). First visitor: "You know, that General Hoppkins described in the guide-book here as the greatest military leader ever living in the USA reminds me very much of Edgar Allan Рое..."
Second visitor: "What do you mean? Рое has never been a military leader!"
First visitor: "Just because of it..."
NOTES
1 privates don't have an inferiority complex ... they're just inferior у рядовых не может бы-гь комплекса неполноценности ... они просто неполноценны сами по себе
2 I'm so sore at that Sergeant Brooks with his familiarity angle Мне осточертел этот сержант Брукс со своим панибратством
3 Whatcha gonna do? npocr=What's you're going to do?
4 they done sent us ain't no good прост=they have sent us isn't good
5 it's plumb lousy, амер груб ни к черту не годится.
6 Fourth of July четвертое июля, годовщина провозглашения независимости (национальный праздник США)
7 This time the sergeant wasn't just jumping on me. Gee, do I need a shave? На этот раз сержант пристал ко мне
не без причины. Ого, мне, действительно, нужно бриться!
8 К 9 Corps служба военных служебных собак (игра слов, основанная на близком звучании сочетания К 9 и слова
canine собачий)
9 But he will be easy to identify and catch if he ever goes over the hill. Но его легко будет опознать и задержать, если он вздумает дезертировать.
10 but refused to have another go. но отказался съесть еще что-нибудь.
ч And the heat woke you up? И вас жара разбудила? (намек на то, что грешников в аду поджаривают)
i2 we're holding our own, anyhowl хорошо хоть не больше!
43 get there by a close shave, игра слов: close shave чистое бритье и едва, еле-еле
14 Lot's wife жена Лота (согласно библейской легенде, убегая вместе с мужем из города Содома, разрушенного за грехи его жителей, вопреки запрету оглянулась и была обращена в соляной столб)
15 to make Private Walkie toe the line in the company заставить рядового Уоки подчиняться дисциплине в роте
'" I done fine, sir ... and I seen as soon as I done it.
прост=1 have done fine, sir ... and I saw it as soon as I had done it.
17 in a fit of patronizing mood в порыве великодушия
18 I might as well get it wrong by myself, напутать я и сам могу.
19 Not with such a straight face He с таким невозмутимым видом
20 they propped him up игра слов: prop подпирать, поддерживать и помогать
21 Then he punched him in the jaw, kicked him, clubbed him, slapped him around a bit and walked out. Затем он двинул его в челюсть, дал пинка, нанес еще несколько ударов, отвесил пару оплеух и удалился.
22 Lost his nerve? Потерял мужество? No — found it. Напротив — обрел его.
2г Why don't take him apart and speak to him? игра слов: take apart разбирать на части и отводить в сторону
24 the attendance fell off a bit. посещаемость несколько снизилась.
25 A soldier should always look alive, игра слов: alive бодрый, энергичный и живой
28 Nigh onto two miles as the crow flies Вороне по прямой
лететь мили две '-' and roll a flat tire? и катить спущенную шину?
28 Failure to comply with this order will result in disciplinary action. Невыполнение приказа повлечет за собой применение дисциплинарных мер.
29 were hitting the dirt under very heavy fire, распластались на земле под ураганным огнем.
30 I could hit the deck even more down if it weren't for my blasted buttons on the uniform! я мог бы прижаться к земле еще больше, если бы не эти проклятые пуговицы на обмундировании!
sl Dat is vun awful vaste прост — That is one awful waste;
dat npocr=that ... t'ousand npocr=thousand; Vy, it ain't
worth nitting npocr=Why, it isn't worth anything; vay
прост=way зг you're out of order! игра слов: вашего выступления нет
в повестке дня и вы не в форме
33 I'm a ham игра слов: ham прост радист и актер
34 A motor-cycle MP cop strode back to the car he had flagged. Военный полицейский-регулировщик слез с мотоцикла и подошел к машине, которой он просигналил остановиться.
39 foaming at his mouth, с пеной у рта.
se The Lesion of Merit пародийное образование от Legion of Merit орден Почетного легиона; lesion травма, ранение
37 if you expect to groove, stop rappin' and turn on! прост если хотите, чтобы все было нормально, кончайте трепаться и подключайтесь!
38 I'm on watch игра слов: watch пост, караул и ожидание
39 Private, why don't you wipe off that vicious scowl off your face? Рядовой, почему ты не уберешь эту злобную ухмылку со своей физиономии?
40 Isn't it sort of messy? Пожалуй, это что-то не то?
41 Sounds like a pen-name? игра слов: pen-name литературный псевдоним и арестантский номер (реп тюрьма от penitentiary)
42 He's too short of stature Он слишком мал ростом
43 lotta прост=lots of
44 I thought nothing of a ten-mile hike, для меня десятимильный переход был пустяк.
Well, I don't think much of it either. Я тоже не считаю, что это большое удовольствие (игра слов, основанная на близости буквальных значений сочетаний think nothing of и not to think much of)
45 It was so hot the eagles on the colonel's shoulders became fried chickens. Было так жарко, что орлы на погонах полковника превратились в жареных цыплят; игра слов: chicken цыпленок и прост орел (эмблема звания полковника на погонах); полковник
46 blood vessel? игра слов: кровеносный сосуд и букв, кровавый корабль
47 the unauthorized beardee обладатель несанкционированной бороды
48 and report your compliance next morning! и утром доложить об исполнении приказа!
49 the man doubletalked. солдат понес околесицу.
60 turned into a "bucket of worms" разг оказывалось причиной одних неприятностей
51 1. IAW REF A, PERGRA. 1. in accordance with your reference (document) A (we inform you): permission gra-nated. На ваш номер А сообщаем: разрешение дано.
62 For cripes sake О, господи (cripes эвфемизм вместо Christ)
53 he's taken to the habit of spilling beans игра слов: spill beans проболтаться, разгласить тайну и проливать фасолевый суп
54 I looks прост=I look
55 I glances прост — 1 glance
58 it's taps for you. тебе крышка.
" Is it right that men descend from apes? игра слов: man человек и рядовой, солдат
58 let my flesh creep игра слов, основанная на переносном значении этого выражения: содрогаюсь от ужаса и буквальном — flesh тело, плоть и creep ползать
59 who allowed the matter to slide, который пустил дело на самотек.
во by golly прост ей-богу; nobody's gonna see where I am! прост=nobody is going to see where I am!
61 he was whooping it up он пил и буянил
62 Gimme whiskey or I'll rip this whole joint to pieces! Виски давай, а не то разнесу весь кабак!
63 this big wise guy up and got fresh with me. этот здоровенный «умник» вскакивает и начинает меня задирать.
64 calmly rolled a cigarette from makin's. спокойно свернул самокрутку.
65 That's the only way to command respect in the Army Только так можно заставить уважать себя в армии
66 You take it — or you leave it. Хочешь — ешь, хочешь — нет.
67 pin-up pics=pin-up pictures фотографии красоток, вырезанные из журналов
68 I'd hate to have my men find out I can't walk on water. Меня абсолютно не устраивает, чтобы мои подчиненные узнали, что я не могу творить чудеса, (доел, ходить по воде «яко по суху»)
69 was wrinkled as newborn babies are likely to be. весь сморщенный, как и полагается новорожденным.
70 but you've been listening in a most aggravating manner, and I'm not going to stand for it! но ты слушал с самым оскорбительным для начальника видом, и я этого не потерплю!
71 Does your wife miss you much? Твоя жена очень без тебя скучает? (игра слов: miss скучать и промахиваться, не попадать в цель)
72 We're overstaffed. У нас раздуты штаты.
73 staggering, игра слов: ошеломляющий и шатающийся, идущий нетвердой походкой
74 The gear box has gone U/S. Полетела коробка скоростей.
75 The simple thing is that I've got the umbrella at hand. Просто зонтик оказался у меня под рукой.
76 not wishing to be out-daddied не желая, чтобы его папочка оказался превзойденным
77 You wretched bolo, Johnson. You still fail to qualify for marksmanship rating! Ты жалкий мазила, Джонсон. До сих пор не вытянул на класс меткого стрелка!
78 Fork out your bucks, lad Гони монету, парень
79 still a shot in the locker Еще не все боеприпасы израсходованы (доел, есть еще заряд на один выстрел)
80 that sounds as a lot of bunk, игра слов: bunk койка и вздор, чепуха
81 you should be assigned to a Cobra unit вас надо направить в подразделение, оснащенное вертолетами «Кобра»
82 Н to О=Н2О (игра слов, основанная на одинаковом звучании предлога to и числительного two)
8Slf we'd play ball with him игра слов: play ball играть в бейсбол и поддерживать хорошие отношения
84 And I want to match! А я хочу во всем быть как он!
85 would only put an end to the blatant incompetence playing havoc there, только положил бы конец царящей там безалаберщине.
88 "Sacred" and "Top Sacred". «Священно» и «Совершенно священно», (пародийное образование по аналогии с «секретно» и «совершенно секретно»)
87 I have other Irons In the fire, игра слов: у меня много других дел и букв .irons in the fire железные изделия в огне кузнечного горна
88 A week after he took out a $ 10,000 policy Через неделю после того как он оформил страховку на 10 000 долларов
89 You must be the new tenant? игра слов, основанная на близком звучании слов tenant жилец и lieutenant лейтенант
90 and the small, unprepossessing ones in the rear? а меленькие плюгавенькие — в задней шеренге?
91 I'm no caring «boot that прост=I don't care about that
02 You seem the worse for wear Вам, кажется, лечение не пошло на пользу
93 For what? игра слов, основанная на одинаковом звучании слов for — four и what — watt
94 OD with a touch of camouflage оливково-серого цвета с. маскировочным узором вдобавок; OD olive-drab оливко-во-серый
99 encephalitic digitaliscontaorbitalis inflammonitis бессмысленное образование, напоминающее медицинские термины
96 We ... aren't on speaking terms Мы ... не разговариваем друг с другом
97 multiple occupancy bachelor pad многоместный номер для холостяков
08 Mis-spelling's, erasures, smudges, skip spacings ... Орфографические ошибки, подчищенные места, грязные пятна от копирки, отсутствие пробелов между словами...
89 Boy, she must really be built! Воображаю, какая у нее фигурка!
юо No goodde. Lighthouses shine, whistle blow, bell ring, fog come all same Все без толку! Маяки светят, сирены гудят, колокола звонят, а туман приходит, хоть бы тебе что
101 Весь рассказ представляет собой шутливую пародию на речь неграмотного человека, не владеющего литературным языком: we was npocr=we were, 'art npocr=half, и т. д.
102 I'm awright ярост=Гт allright
103 through that little round hole window over there! через это маленькое круглое окошечко! (настоящий моряк употребил бы термин porthole иллюминатор)
104 Too many cooks spoil the broth, игра слов, основанная на буквальном переводе этой английской пословицы, приблизительное соответствие которой — У семи нянек дитя без глазу.
'о» out of uniform игра слов: не по форме и без формы юв we'n nave t0 heave to игра слов: heave to ложиться в дрейф и делать рвотные движения
107 I think it's over at Pier Eleven, Slip Two, Berth Forty-Six, outboard of Muhangarung County, which is over by the Cru Des Piers, next to C-in-C Lant Fit ... or is it ServLant?
Мне кажется, это там у пирса 11, слип 2; причал 46 за пределами графства Махенгарунг у пирсов для крейсеров и эсминцев рядом со штабом главнокомандующего Атлантическим флотом или командующего тылом флота?
108 redundancy is provided for all major components except the engine, все основные агрегаты дублируются за исключением силовой установки.
108 Some naval language! И это говорит моряк!
110 Не has to shape up in the Navy ship-shape or ship out. Ему приходится или стать настоящим моряком, или сматываться из флота.
111 Strait of Magellan? игра слов, основанная на одинаковом звучании слов strait пролив и straight прямой (удар в боксе)
112 alphabet soup алфавитный суп (суп для детей из вермишели в форме букв)
1!S Half of youse for'rd, half of youse aft Половина — на нос,
половина — на корму
114 Well, stop messing and start cooking. Так вот, перестань валять дурака и начинай готовить еду; mess cooking приготовление пищи; mess столовая и портить
115 subjected themselves to the endless punishment of the elements, подвергались непрекращающимся яростным атакам разбушевавшейся стихии.
116 "Lookouts, aye," came a muffled reply, "Wait one." «Наблюдатель слушает, сэр», — донесся приглушенный ответ, — «подождите минутку».
117 the lifeboat alarm pealed, Flag Oscar broke at the yard arm прозвучал сигнал спуска на воду спасательных шлюпок, на рее развернулся флаг «человек за бортом»
118 from one bar to another, игра слов: bar такт (в музыке) и бар, закусочная
119 And this ship has four screws, игра слов: screw гребной винт и шуруп, винт
120 щ face fen игра слов: у меня вытянулось лицо, и букв: У меня лицо упало.
121 I can learn that I had been plowing soup waves for thirty years, я могу теперь сделать вывод, что тридцать лет я бороздил волны супа.
122 At this moment captain whipped off his pistol and ran the smuggler off. В этот момент капитан выхватил пистолет и прогнал контрабандиста с корабля.
183 what a big beach for beachhead extension operations! какое огромное пространство для операций по расширению плацдарма!
124 Hey, bud, watcha doing? прост= Hey, bud, what're you doing?
125 As if I couldn't row her в английском языке термины — названия разных типов судов и кораблей относятся к женскому роду
126 there was a round turn in all our hammocks, все наши гамаки сделали полный оборот.
127 A SEERIOUS BUSINESS юмористическое образование от seer ясновидец, прорицатель
128 with close adherence to "rocks and shoals" procedures. неуклонно придерживающийся буквы дисциплинарного устава.
129 Commander-in-Chief. главнокомандующий; игра слов: commander коммандер (звание) и in chief в желудке у вождя
130 You've taken me in, sir. Вы меня обманули, сэр,
131 them names npocr=the names
132 so they could tell us in a glance так, чтобы сразу можно было узнать каждого из нас
133 I can't make out what keeps it up? He могу понять, почему он держится в воздухе?
34 Where the blazes is he? Где он, черт бы его побрал?
135 and worked my way up и постепенно поднялся вверх
136 Our Father, Who Art in Heaven — Отче наш, иже еси на небеси — (начало молитвы)
137 Spring! игра слов: прыгай! и весна!
138 nothing doing ничего не поделаешь
139 Hot dog! Вот здорово!
140 I just don't feel jumpy, игра слов: Не сказал бы, что я нервничаю, и Мне просто не хочется прыгать.
141 Well, most students take my word for it. Однако большинство слушателей верят мне на слово.
142 Thailand Таиланд; Toyland страна игрушек
143 a lot of bluff игра слов: bluff блеф и обрыв, утес
144 Giving him a flying start? Запустили с воздуха?
145on the ground игра слов: на земле и на том основании, что 116 Damn these newfangled contraptions Черт бы побрал эти новомодные штуки
147 till they are fit to drop, игра слов: drop выбрасывать (десант) и бросать, оставлять
148 as long as you keep it up. игра слов: пока ты будешь продолжать в том же духе и пока ты сможешь удерживать его в воздухе
149 its steerable gear infringes on my latest aeroplane patterns конструкция управляемого шасси взята у последних моделей моих самолетов
iso j've рц{ ц on George. Я перевел управление на автопилот.; George прост автопилот
151 full flaps and engine just above the stall, he maneuvered into the field, полностью выпустив закрылки и сбавив скорость почти до режима сваливания, он кое-как сманеврировал и посадил самолет на поле.
152 change 'state zip code' to 'pull rip cord' напечатано «сообщите свой почтовый индекс», следует читать «дергайте за вытяжной трос парашюта»
153 tri-engine plane? непередаваемая игра слов, основанная на одинаковом звучании слов tri- трех-, три- и try испытывать, пробовать
154 I was beside myself! я был вне себя!
155 What happened to 'ее, lad? npocr=What happened to you, lad?.
158 Ее doan't say! прост= You don't say!; And war there a 'ole in it? npocr=And was there a hole in it?
157 Flue, I suppose? непередаваемая игра слов, основанная на одинаковом звучании слов flue грипп и flew летал (пр. вр. от fly)
158 helicopter=hell 'e copped 'er npocr=hell he copped her дьявол ему достался
159 I'm out of juice all the same. Я все равно израсходовал все горючее.
180 Feathered Airfoils оперенные аэродинамические поверхности
"'We've got tigers on the loose aboard. У нас на борту тигры, вырвавшиеся из клетки.
162 Put 'em into your tank! Загоните их в бак с горючим! (Изображение разъяренного тигра с надписью Put That Tiger into Your Tank — реклама бензина американской фирмы ЭССО)
163 potician шутливое образование от potato картофель и optician оптик
164 That technical defect should be dealt with politically Этот технический дефект следует устранить политическими мерами
»«5 fasten your belts! игра слов: пристегните ремни и затяните пояса (призыв к экономии)
188 MARS игра слов: MARS Military affiliated Radio System и MARS Марс (планета)
187 It's jerks! игра слов: jerk рывок, толчок и тупица ie8 Those guys down there are so damned fouled up Эти типы сами там внизу так запутались, что сам черт их не разберет
189 and they rode the one good chute to safety, и они благополучно спустились на землю на одном исправном парашюте
170 and I wasn't about to let go to see it was mine, и мне и в голову не пришло отпустить парашют и посмотреть, мой ли это.
171 you kin put прост= you can put
172 They're on our side — they're Southerners as well. Они на нашей стороне — они тоже южане, (т. е. солдаты войск конфедерации рабовладельческих южных штатов во время гражданской войны Севера против Юга в США в 1861 — 65 гг.).
173 dumped by the thousands all over the area, и тысячи их были сброшены повсюду.
174 snapped him awake with a scathing remark неожиданно
разбудил его, отпустив по его адресу насмешливое замечание
175 Shockin' 'andwritin' прост=Shocking handwriting Отвратный почерк!
178 run the blighters over! дави этих паршивцев!
177 someone's done the Indian rope trick, кому-то удалось показать фокус индийских факиров с веревкой (поднимающейся вверх сама собой)
178 Fill her up with petrol. Залейте в бак бензин.
179 but she bucked something fierce, она чертовски взбрыкивает.
180 and the оГ hoss stumbled an' I fell an' busted my hip. прост=and the old horse stumbled and I fell and busted my hip. и старая кляча споткнулась, а я упал и вывихнул ногу.
181 drug npocr=dragged... and brung back a doctor. прост= and brought back a doctor, и доставила доктора.
182 Dang burned crittur brung back a hoss doctor! прост=Damn burned creature brought back a horse doctor! Эта проклятая скотина привозит коновала!
183 this here land пpocт=this land
184 and watch us carry the day! и ты увидишь, как мы выйдем победителями!
185 After all you don't find officers hanging on trees игра слов: Все-таки офицеры не растут на деревьях (букв. не висят)
188 Gallop Opinion Poll Institute, институт Гэллопа по изучению общественного мнения, (проводящий опросы населения по различным вопросам)
187 I distinctly told you to come away with a rush at the corner. Я же ясно сказал тебе рвануть во весь опор на повороте.
188 it didn't seem sporting to leave the horse behind как-то казалось неспортивным бросить лошадь одну.
189 Bofors guns зенитные пушки фирмы Бофорс (известная шведская фирма, изготовляющая оружие)
190 BEWARE OF BOOBY-TRAPS «осторожно — мины»
191 he was released from the can его выпустили из каталажки
192 which side the War Office is on? игра слов: на какой стороне (улицы) находится военное министерство? и на чьей стороне...?
193 Se поп ё vero ё ben trovato итал if not true, it is cleverly invented
194 Sam ain't playing the hand I dealt him. Сэм не играет картами, которые я ему сдал.
195 how many ghosts (Mark 1) are borne on strength of unit under my command сколько приведений (первая категория) числятся в составе вверенной мне части
196 A Nil return (in triplicate) is accordingly appended. Please acknowledge. В соответствии с вышеизложенным прилагается сводка (в трех экземплярах) об отсутствии таковых. Просьба подтвердить получение.
197 instructed to take summary of evidence at court of enquiry and witnesses (as per margin) detailed to attend, получил указания представить следственной комиссии краткое изложение данных в качестве доказательств; свидетелям (указанным на полях данного документа) прибыть для дачи показаний.
«в Raquel Welch Рэкел Уэлч (голливудская кинозвезда)
199 superior to men игра слов: man человек и рядовой, солдат
200 Не had been giving the men a piece of it игра слов, основанная на буквальном и переносном значении выражения give somebody a piece of one's mind
201 triumph of mind over mutter! перефразированное выражение triumph of mind over matter торжество духа над материей; mutter бормотание
202 I want you to bawl the life out of me! I am Army sick, я хочу, чтобы вы так наорали на меня, чтобы у меня душа в пятки ушла! Я соскучился по армии.
203 but will a 'leven by nine pane do? может 11-9 сойдет?
204 if we slip it in sideways если мы вставим его боком
205 Come outta there you thief! А ну-ка, выходи, ворюга!
206 Please, mister, ain't nobody here 'cept us chickens. Ради бога, мистер, тут никого, только мы — куры.
207 They certainly am прост=They certainly are
208 How ... did you get those four straight bull's eyes? Как ... вам удалось попасть четырьмя пулями прямо в яблочко мишени?
209 Well, I'm bouncing 'em off that Так вот, я делаю так, чтобы пули рикошетировали
210 Do you wish to challenge any of the board? игра слов: У вас есть возражения против кого-либо из состава суда? и Хотите вызвать кого-либо на единоборство?
211 Of all the blundering, stupid, idiotic morons you take the cake. Среди всех головотяпов, дураков и безмозглых кретинов вы безусловно занимаете первое место.
212 Ain't sumpin'? прост= Isn't it something? Разве это не здорово?
213 We're full up! Все занято!
814 They're short-handed, игра слов: shorthand стенография
и short-handed испытывающий недостаток в рабочей силе
215 Well, I suppose you hate my guts, Roberts Ты, я думаю, ненавидишь меня лютой ненавистью, Роберте
216 Senate by Handel A Major Соната Генделя А Мажор
217 a skunk or a corporal, скунс или капрал, (знаки различия капрала — две угловые нарукавные полоски-нашивки; у скунса по бокам тела и хвосту — две белые полоски)
218 hit the ceiling игра слов: быть вне себя от злости и попасть в потолок
21' In the Army we handle such problems like a double-prong attack. В армии, решая такие проблемы, мы прибегаем к тактике удара с двух направлений.
220 but it was a damn fool who ordered staff people to keep track, но только явный олух распорядился вести в штабах учет этого расхода.
221 a terrain evaluation, оценка местности, игра слов: evaluation оценка, определение качества, пригодности и оценка, определение цены, стоимости
222 private игра слов: рядовой; солдат и неофициальный, частный
223 At a Ranger survival site На местности, используемой для тренировок в выживании в особо тяжелых условиях
224 was indignant at the breach of military decorum and dressed down the cadet leader возмутился по поводу нарушения требований к внешнему виду военнослужащих и сделал разнос старшему команды курсантов
229 by turning in the empty cases and showing what he had shot, сдавая стреляные гильзы с объяснением, по какой цели велась стрельба.
426 'Smokey the Bear' hat форменная шляпа инструкторов строевой подготовки
227 battle-scared перепугавшийся в бою; battle-scarred покрытый шрамами боевых ран; bottle-scarred со шрамами от ударов бутылкой
228 the private stuck up the cabbie with a submachine gun. рядовой наставил на таксиста автомат.
228 Valentine card открытка, посылаемая возлюбленному или возлюбленной в день св. Валентина (14 февраля)
230 Now Available in Multi-Packs of Six. Имеются в продаже наборами по шесть штук.
231 I spotted an enemy scout, игра слов: spot обнаруживать и разрисовывать пятнами
232 Bear, fur, Edward, медведь, плюшевый, Эдвард, (пародийное интендантское номенклатурное наименование
вместо Teddy Bear медвежонок; Teddy — уменьшительное от Edward,)
233 was winged by a novice second lieutenant, все-таки был ранен вторым лейтенантом, новичком в охотничьем спорте.
234 will be setting the pace on our morning run. задаст темп на утренней пробежке.
235 my sight wasn't enough sure to meet Army standards, мое зрение безусловно не соответствует армейским требованиям.
23в some instruments had 'rests', игра слов: rest пауза и отдых
!37 the soldier should 'keep his nose to the grind stone', солдат не должен 'давать себе ни отдыху, ни сроку'.; grind stone шлифовальный круг, точильный камень
238 I joined the Army for keeps игра слов: for keeps навсегда и keep doing something все время делать что-л.
239 if the shrimp was gone yet? игра слов: shrimp ничтожество и креветка
240 The line surged ahead with new purpose. Шеренга бросилась вперед с удвоенной энергией.
241 RSVP repondez s'il vous plait фр ответьте, пожалуйста (надпись на приглашениях)
242 Captain Black's company игра слов: company общество, компания и рота
243 LIGHTS OUT нет света, отказало электрическое освещение
244 intense cold played havoc with vehicles and equpment. сильный мороз вывел из строя много машин и техники.
245 the northern lights are out игра слов: появилось северное сияние и букв, северное сияние погасло
246 platonias пародийное образование от platoon взвод и begonia бегония (цветок)
247 There is no thrill like stalking an enemy through the jungle Нет большего наслаждения, чем выслеживать врага в джунглях
248 no enemy is plenty, даже когда противника нет, то его и тогда более чем достаточно.
249 how to floor any armed opponent как уложить на обе лопатки вооруженного противника
250 Не is a strange undertaker. He's done attached to a corpse. У него странная должность гробовщика. Он должен заботиться о каком-то трупе, (игра слов, основанная на близком звучании и написании слов corps корпус и corpse труп)
151 wheels for miscarriages бессмысленное сочетание слов, в основе которого лежит формальная близость слов miscarriage выкидыш и carriage пассажирский вагон
252 Stonebreaker камнелом
253 Hey, Mac, take your jalopy to the head shed to pick up the old chimp! Эй, Мак, подгони свою таратайку к штабу — подберешь старую обезьяну!
254 SECURITY FIND находка для службы безопасности »5 Whatsa matter? npocr=What's the matter?
258 even kids have several notches on their bean shooters. даже у маленьких мальчишек есть зарубки на пугачах. (имеется ввиду обычай делать зарубки по числу убитых врагов)
257 TALKING TURKEY разговор начистоту, без обиняков
258 was trying to play up to the general пыталась всячески обратить на себя внимание генерала
259 you must keep cool игра слов: вам следует сохранять хладнокровие и старайтесь находиться в прохладном месте
26(1 What's 'is прост=what has his
2" so 'e 'as to keep shovelling npocr=so he has to keep shovelling
2M with Davy Crockett off the Alamo Дейви Крокетт (1786 — 1836) — американский военный и политический деятель, участник освоения Запада, имя которого стало легендарным. Погиб в сражении с мексиканцами при Аламо.
263 which makes her inability to type a real asset, а поэтому ее неумение печатать становится настоящим достоинством.
264 who was Army slang-crazy которая помешалась на армейском сленге
265 No, he's in the chicken business. Нет, он занимается курами, игра слов: chicken курица и прост полковник
266 underground balloon corps, корпус подземных аэростатов заграждения, (несуществующее соединение, ср. Swiss Navy швейцарский флот)
267 In Case of Break Fire This. «При попытке к побегу открывай огонь из этого оружия».
268 If they ever start payin' you what yer worth если тебе когда-нибудь начнут платить по заслугам
269 Well, anyhow, I knocked its feathers offl Ну что же, во всяком случае я ее общипал!
270 What program was he on? По какой программе его показывали?
271 the company's bid for a many million dollar contract.
предложения компании с заявкой на заключение контракта на несколько миллионов долларов.
272 Не is a great heel clicker. Он непревзойденно щелкает каблуками.
273 This officer would be better off if he wasn't. Этот офицер преуспевал бы более (по службе), если бы отсутствовал (на ней).
274 I've had it at school, Dad! Папа, надоела мне эта школа!
275 chiropractor хиропрактик (занимающийся хиропрактикой — «лечением» некоторых болезней путем массажа позвоночника; backbone основа, опора и позвоночник)
276 Pick up the step! Выше ногу!
277 behavioral class on rational leadership, курс по выработке основных качеств командира.
278 as the 'before' exhibit, в качестве «иллюстрации» того, что было раньше.
279 We'll have to get clearance to take off again. Нам снова придется запрашивать разрешение на взлет.
VOCABULARY
A
AA missile ['ei'ei 'misail] antiaircraft missile зенитная ракета
aback [a'baek]: taken ~ пораженный, ошеломленный
abate [a'beit] уменьшаться; ослабевать
abet [a'bet] подстрекать, содействовать
abnormality [,aebno:'maehti] ненормальность, отклонение
absentee [,aebsan'ti:] находящийся в самовольной отлучке; отсутствующий
account [a'kaunt] рассказ
ad advertisement объявление
adamantly ['asdamanth] категорически, непреклонно, неумолимо
adding machine ['aedirj ma-'Ji:n] арифмометр
ad lib [aed'hb] ad libitum лат сколько угодно; как угодно, по желанию (надпись на рецепте)
adrift [a'dnft] плывущий по течению
aerobatics [,earo(u)'ba2tiks] высший пилотаж
aft [a:ft] на корме, в корме; за кормой
aggravating ['asgraveitirj] возмутительный
aid post ['eid 'poust] медицинский пункт
ain't [eint] прост= are not; am not; is not; has not; have not
Air Force ['еэ 'fo:s] военно-воздушные силы, ВВС
air hostess ['ea,houstis] бортпроводница, стюардесса
air observer ['еэ ab'zaiva] наблюдатель за воздухом
air pocket ['ea'pokit] воздушная яма
airspeed ['ea'spi:d] воздушная скорость
air traffic control point ['еэ 'traefik kan'troul 'point] пункт управления воздушным движением
alias ['eiliaes] другое, вымышленное имя
alternate [o:l'ta:nit] чередующийся
amateur ['aemata:] любитель, непрофессионал
ambush ['aembuj] засада
amend [a'mend] исправлять, вносить изменения
amphibious operation [aem'fi-biasppa'reij (a)n] морская десантная операция
ancestor ['asnsista] предок
angle I ['asrjgl] точка зрения, подход
angle II ['serjgl] удить рыбу
antiaircraft missile system ['aenti'eakra:ft 'misail 'sis-tim] зенитный ракетный комплекс
ape [eip] обезьяна
apparel [э'раэг(э)1] одежда
arduous [ a:dju9s] трудный; изнурительный
arid ['asnd] сухой, безводный
arms control ['a: mz kan'troul] контроль за продажей оружия; контроль над вооружением
army brat ['a:mi'braet] пренебр ребенок военнослужащего
arsenic ['a:snik] мышьяк
aspen leaf ['aespan'li:f] осиновый лист
assault support ship [a's3:lt sa'po:t 'Jip] корабль поддержки морского десанта
assignment [s'sainmant] задача, обязанность
assortment [a'so:tnwnt] выбор, ассортимент
astern [as'tam] за кормой
astounding [as'taundirj] поразительный, удивительный
astray [a'strei]: go ~ заблудиться, сбиться с пути
Athens ['aeBinz] Афины
attendance [a'tendens] посещение
attention [a'tenj(9)n] строевая стойка; положение «смирно»; snap to ~ разе принимать строевую стойку
austerity [os'tenti] крайняя экономия
auto dealer ['D:tou 'di:la] агент по продаже автомобилей
AWOL [a'wDl] absent without leave (находящийся) в самовольной отлучке
awright прост — all right
В
bachelor fbaetj (э) 1э] холостяк
backwoods country ['baekwudz 'клгйп] лесная глушь, медвежий угол
baffled ['baefld] озадаченный, сбитый с толку
bang [baerj] бах, бац (звукоподражание)
banter ['baentэ] шутки, подшучивание
bar [ba:] полоска (знак различия)
barbell(s) ['ba:,bel(z)] штанга
bar-happy ['ba:'haepi] разе кичащийся своим званием (о младшем офицере)
barrage balloon ['ЬаегссзЬэ-'lu:n] аэростат заграждения
barrel ['Ьзегэ1] ствол
basement fbeismant] низ здания; фундамент
bat [bast]: as blind as ~ совершенно слепой; not to ~ an eye не моргнуть и глазом
batman fbaetman] денщик
batter ['bffita] игрок с битой (в бейсболе)
battle charger ['bastl'tjo:d3э] боевой конь
battle station ['baetl'stei/(э)n] место по боевому расписанию
bayonet charge ['beianit'tja:-ёз] штыковая атака
beachhead ['bi:tjhed] плацдарм высадки (десанта), приморский плацдарм
bean [bi:n] фасоль
bearing [ Ьеэпп]: lose one's ~s терять ориентировку
beau [bou] кавалер, поклонник
beet patch ['bi:t'paetj] участок земли под свеклой
bellow ['belou] рев, вопль; вопить, орать
berate [bi'reit] ругать, поносить
big brass ['big'bra:s] высшие офицеры, генералитет, большое начальство
big gun ['Ыд'длп] прост большой начальник, «шишка»
billet ['bilit] должность
binge [bind3] разг кутеж, выпивка
blabber ['ЫаеЬэ] разбалтывать, выбалтывать (секрет)
blasted ['blarstid] разг проклятый
blatant ['bleit(a)nt] вопиющий; явный, очевидный
blaze [bleiz] пламя, яркий огонь
blighter ['blaita] негодяй
blimey! ['blaimi] разг вот это да!, чтоб мне провалиться! (эвфемизм вместо god blind me!)
blink [bhrjkl мерцать, мигать
blistering ['bhst(a)rin] знойный
bloke [blouk] разг дурак, тип, личность
blood-curdling ['blAd,kэ:dlin] чудовищный, ужасающий
bloodhound fblAdhaund] ищейка (порода собак)
bluejacket ['blu:,d3askitl разг моряк
blunderhead ['blAndahed] разг болван, дурак
blurb [Ыэ:Ь] рекламировать, разглашать; ~ out выбалтывать (секрет)
bluster ['blAsta] угрожать, запугивать; хвастаться
board [ba:d] комиссия
boatswain f'bousn] боцман
bolo ['boulou] прост плохой стрелок
booby-trap ['bu:bitraep] мина-ловушка
book [buk] разг устав; throw the ~ применять дисциплинарные права в полном объеме
boondocks ['bu:n,dDks] прост джунгли
boot fbu:t] прост новобранец
boot camp ['bu:t'kaemp] прост учебный лагерь новобранцев
bow [bou] смычок
bow and arrows ['bou and 'aerouz] лук и стрелы
bow leg(s) ['bouleg(z)] прост парашютист-десантник
bow ramp ['bau raemp] носовая аппарель (десантного корабля)
boxing bout ['boksirj baut] встреча по боксу
brag [brasg] хвастаться
branch insignia ['bra:ntjin-'signia] знаки различия рода войск
brand-new ['brasn(d)'nju:] совершенно новый
brass hat ['bra:s'haet] начальство, генерал
brat [brast] пренебр ребенок, отпрыск
breeches ['bri:tjiz] бриджи; брюки
brief [bri:f] краткий
briefing ['bri:fig] инструктаж, постановка задания
brinkmanship ['bnnkmanjip] политика балансирования на грани войны
Brooklyn ['brukhn] Бруклин (р-н Нью-Йорка)
broomstick ['bru:mstik] помело
broth [Ьгэб] мясной бульон
bruised ['bru:zd] в синяках, в кровоподтеках
buck [Ьлк] разг доллар; взбрыкивать, сбрасывать седока (о лошади)
budding ['bAdirj] подающий надежды
bud(dy) ['bAd(i)] разг дружище, приятель
bugler ['bju:gla] сигналист, трубач
bulkhead ['bAlkhed] переборка (перегородка)
bull's eye ['bulz 'ai] центральный круг мишени, «яблочко»
bump off ['Ьлтр 'o:f] прост убить, убрать
bunch [bAnt J] разг группа
burst of machine-gun fire fba:st av ma'JitngAn 'faia] пулеметная очередь
bust [bAst] прост разжаловать в рядовые
butt [ЬлЦ разг окурок
BW biological warfare биологическая война
С
cadence ['keidans]: in ~ в такт; в ногу
cadet [ka'det] курсант; слушатель
calf [ka:f] икра (ноги)
camouflage pattern ['kaemuf-la:3'paet(a)n] маскировочная окраска
camouflage suit ['kaemufla :-3'sju:t] маскировочный костюм
canoe [ka'nu:] каноэ
canoe race [ka'nuireis] соревнования по гребле на каноэ
canvas ['kaenvas] парусина; брезент
captain of the forecastle ['kaeptin av бэ 'fouksl] баковый старшина
captain of the head ['kaeptin av бэ 'hed] разг уборщик гальюнов
captain's mast ['kaeptinz ma:st] разбор дисциплинарных нарушений командиром корабля
carnation [ka:'neij(a)n] гвоздика
carpet ['ka:pit] ковер; be on the ~ разг получать нагоняй (от начальника)
carrier pigeon ['kaena,pid3in] почтовый голубь
carrier plane ['kaenaplein] палубный самолет
cartridge ['ka:tnd3] патрон
cashier [kae'Jia] кассир
casualty ['kae3]'ualti] раненый; убитый
cat burglar ['kast 'ba:gla] разг вор-домушник
catcall ['kastkD:l] свист, освистывание
catch [kaetj] зацепка; крючок; уловка
catering establishment ['kei-
tanrjis'taeblijmant] кухня-столовая
caterpillar f'kastapils] гусеница
'cause [ko:'z] pa33=because
caution ['ko:J(3)n] предосторожность, предусмотрительность
censored ['sensad] просмотрено цензурой (штамп)
chain-smoker ['tjein'smouka] заядлый курильщик
challenge ['tjaelmd3] окликать (о часовом)
change [tfeind3] сдача (деньги)
channel ['jaenl]: through ~s по инстанции; the ~ англ пролив Ла-Манш
chaplain ['tjaephn] военный священник
checkout ['tjek'aut] проверка, осмотр
cheek [tjiik] щека; дерзость; наглость
chemical warfare ['кэппк(э)1 'w3:fe8] химическая война
chew out ['tju: 'aut] прост делать выговор, отчитывать
chief [tji:f] разе главный старшина
chief mate ['tji:fmeit] старший помощник капитана
chloride of sodium ['kb:raid av ''soudjam] хлористый натрий, поваренная соль
choice [tjois] выбор; возможность выбора
chow [tjau] прост еда, пища; обед, завтрак, ужин
chow hound ['tjau'haund] прост любитель поесть; обжора
church steeple ['tj3:tj'sti:pl] церковный шпиль
chute [Ju:t] разг парашют
CIA Central Intelligence Agency центральное разведывательное управление, ЦРУ
civvy street ['sivi 'stri:t] прост «гражданка», жизнь вне армии
classified ['klaesifaid] засекреченный
clearing ['klianrj] поляна
cleft [kleft] трещина, расщелина
click [klik] щелкать
clime [klaim] уст=climate
clip [klip] скорость
CO Commanding Officer командир части, подразделения
coach [koutj] тренер; тренировать
coast [koust] двигаться по инерции
cockpit ['kokpit] кабина летчика
code [koud] код; break a ~ разгадывать код
CofS Chief of Staff начальник штаба
colonel ['кэ:п1] полковник
color-blind ['kлlэ'blaind]
дальтоник
colours ['кл1эг]: with flying ~ блестяще, с блеском
come [клт]: ~ to приходить в себя; how ~? каким же это образом?, это почему же?
comestibles [ka'mestiblz]
съестные припасы, еда
command [ka'ma:nd] часть; соединение; группа войск
Commandant f,koman'daent] начальник учебного заведения
Commanding Officer [ks'ma: ndin'ofisa} командир части, подразделения
Commandos [кэ'та-.пдот] Бр десантно-диверсионные войска морской пехоты «командос»
commend [ks'mend] хвалить
commission [кэ'гшf(э)n] вводить в строй (о корабле)
commo man прост связист
commotion [кэ'тои J (э) n] волнение, беспорядок
communications man [k3,mju: ni'keiJ (э) nz'maen] связист
communications security [ka,mju:m'keij(a)nz si'kjua-nti] обеспечение скрытности работы средств связи
comply [kgm'plai] исполнять
composure [кэт'роизэ] хладнокровие
computer dating machine [kam'pju:ta 'deitin tm'Ji.n] разг «электронный устроитель свиданий»
comrade-in-arms ['komndin 'ct:mz] соратник, товарищ по оружию
conclusion [кэп'к1и:з(э)n]: jump to a hasty ~ делать поспешный вывод
congrats разг=congratulations
conk out ['кэпк 'aut] заглохнуть (о двигателе)
consume [k9n'sju:m] съедать, поедать, поглощать
CONUS Continental United States континентальная часть США
coo fku:] ворковать, говорить воркующим голосом
сор [кэр] груб полицейский
Coral See ['кэг(э) 1st:] Корал ловое море
corn [кэ:n] мозоль
cornfield f'kD:nH:ld] кукурузное поле
Corps of Engineers ['ko: sv ,end3i'niaz] инженерные войска (армии США)
correlation [,кэп'1е1г(э)n] соотношение, взаимосвязь
correspondence course [,kons 'pondans 'ko:s] курс заочного обучения
corroborate [ka'robareit] подтверждать
count [kaunt] пункт обвинения
countdown ['kauntdaun] отсчет времени готовности к пуску (ракеты)
counterintelligence ['kaunta-nn,telid3ans] контрразведка
courtesy ['ka:tisi] вежливость, любезность
coxswain ['koksn] боцман (на малом корабле)
СР command post командный пункт
С.Р.О. chief petty officer главный старшина
CQ (noncommissioned officer in) charge of quarters сержант по расквартированию войск; дневальный по казарме
crank [kraenk] чудак
crash landing ['kraej 'laendin] аварийная посадка
crazy ['kreizi] сумасшедший, безумный
crew [kru:] экипаж; команда; расчет
cringe [knn(d)3] съеживаться, сжиматься (от страха)
crittur {'krita] npoci=creature
crusty ['krAsti] раздражительный
crystal gazer ['knstl,getza] раза гадалка
CS gTenafle J'sr.'es дп'пий) ручная граната со слезоточивым газом
cudgel ['клс1з(э)11 бить дубиной; ~ one's brain(s) ломать себе голову
curtly ['ka:th] кратко, отрывисто
customer ['kAstama] покупатель; клиент
cute [kju:t] сообразительный; остроумный; миловидный
cutie ['kju:ti] разе хорошенькая девушка
cutthroat ['kAtBrout] головорез
CW chemical warfare химическая война
D
darn [da:n] проклятый (эвфемизм вместо damn)
darned [dcc:nd] проклятый (эвфемизм вместо damned)
dart-board ['da:tbo:d] мишень для игры «метание стрелок»
date [deit] человек, с которым назначено свидание
day [del]: carry the ~ одерживать победу
daylight saving ['deilait,sei-virj] перевод летом часовой стрелки на час вперед в государственном масштабе (с целью экономии электроэнергии) lealer (,the) ['di:laj сдающий карты
debris ['debri:] обломки; развалины
deck hand ['dekhaend] палубный матрос
decoding table ['dk'koudtrj 'tevbi) таблица раскодирования
decorum Wkxram) внешнее приличие
deduction [di'dAkJ (a)n] вычитание, удержание
defiantly [di faianth] с вызовом, вызывающе
dehydrated [di:'haidreitid] обезвоженный
delete [di'!i:t] вычеркивать
delight [di'lait] наслаждение, удовольствие
deliver [di'hva] рождать, рожать
delta wing ['delta'wirj] треугольное крыло
deploy [di'pbi] развертывать; передислоцировать
destruction [dis'trAk J (э) n] уничтожение; разрушение
deter [di'ta:] удерживать, останавливать
detour ['deitua] объезд
devour [di'vaua] пожирать
din [din] грохот
dip [dip] опускать, наклонять
director [di'rekta] режиссер-постановщик; продюсер
dirt [da:t]: hit the ~ прост залегать (под огнем)
discharge [dis'tja:d3] увольнение с военной службы
disciplinarian [,disiph'neanan] строгий командир
discretion [dis'krej(a)n] осторожность, благоразумие
dismount ['dis'maunt] сходить (с машины); спешиваться
dispensary [dis'pens(a)ri] амбулатория
disposal of the battle dead [dis'pouz(a)l av бэ 'bastl 'dedj вынос убитых с поля боя
dissent [di'sent] несогласие; не соглашаться, возражать
ditch [ditj] канава; траншея; прост совершать вынужденную посадку на воду
diver ['daiva] водолаз
dodder ['dadэ] плохо соображать
dodge [dod3] уловка, увертка
dogface ['dogfeis] прост рядовой, солдат
doggie ['dogi] собачка, песик
dog watch ['dogwotjj полувахта (с 16 до 18 или с 18 до 20)
donation [dou'neij(a)n] пожертвование
dope [doup] разг болван, дубина, идиот; наркотик; прост сведения, информация
dot [dot]: on the ~ минута в минуту
double [МлЫ]: on the ~ беглым шагом
downright ['daunrait] явный, очевидный
DR delinquency report донесение о дисциплинарном проступке
draft [dra:ft] призыв; набор; сквозняк; призывать (на военную службу)
drag [drag] тащиться, тяжело брести
drastic ['draestik] решительный, радикальный
drawl [dro:l] растягивать слова
dress down ['dres 'daun] разг ругать, отчитывать
drill [dril] тренаж; упражнения; проводить подготовку; отрабатывать (приемы)
drilling grounds ['dnlin 'graund'z] учебное поле, плац
duck [dAk] нагнуться, увернуться
dull [dAl] хмурый, пасмурный
dumb [dAm] разг глупый, тупой
dummy ['dAini] кукла, чучело; манекен
dunno прост= don't know
duplicate ['dju:phkit]: in ~ в двух экземплярах; ['dju: plikeit] делать копию
duress [dju (э)'res] принуждение
dustbowl ['dAstboul] район с частыми песчаными бурями
Е
eager beaver ['i:ga,bi:v8] разг излишне ретивый, усердный новобранец
earmark ['iama:k] отличительная черта, признак
ease [i:z]: at ~! вольно! (команда)
ecological warfare [,eka'bd3i-k(a)l 'wo.-fea] экологическая война
economy drive [i(:)'konami
'draiv] кампания за режим экономии
efficiency expert [i'fij(a)nsi 'ekspa:t] специалист по вопросам эффективности
efficiency report [l'fijf(э)nsi
n'pD:t] служебная характеристика
electric ray [l'lektnk'rei] электрический скат
element ['elimsnt] стихия
elevator operator ['ehveita 'opareita] лифтер
eminent ['eminant] знаменитый
emit [l'mit] испускать, излучать
encore [зn'кэ:] исполнение на бис
encounter [m'kaunta] неожиданно встретить
engagement [in'geid3mant] помолвка; бой
engineer [,end3i'ma] сапер; инженер
English Channel, the ['lrjghj 'tjaenl] англ пролив Ла-Манш
enigma [l'mgma] загадка
enlist [m'list] поступать на военную службу; зачислять
enrollment [m'roulmant] зачисление; поступление; занесение в списки
ensign ['ensain] энсин (первичное офицерское звание в ВМС США)
enterprising ['entapraizirj] предприимчивый, инициативный
erk [э:к] прост авиамеханик
errata [e'rccta] список опечаток
espy [ls'pai] увидеть, заметить
examinee [ig,zaemi'ni:] экзаменующийся, экзаменуемый
exasperated [tg'za:sp (э)reitid]
раздраженный, выведенный из себя
excavation [,ekska'veij(a)n] земляные работы
exec executive officer заместитель командира
exhale [eks'heil] выдыхать
exhaustive [ig'zD:stiv] исчерпывающий
extraterrestrial civilization ['ekstrati'restnal ,sivilai-'zeij(a)n] внеземная цивилизация
eye [ai] глазок (почка на картофелине); ~s right! равнение направо! (команда)
eyeball ['а1Ьэ:1] глазное яблоко
F
4-F уст категория 4-F (непригодный к военной службе по психическому состоянию)
face [feis]: about ~! кругом1 (команда)
fake [feik] подделывать
fatigue [fa'tkg] хозяйственная работа
faucet ['fo:sit] водопроводный кран
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation США Федеральное бюро расследований, ФБР
feat of valor ['fi:t av 'vaela] боевой подвиг
feign [fein] притворяться, изображать
fell [fel] энергичный
fickle wench ['fikl 'wentj] неверная девушка
field [fi:ldj: in the ~ в полевых условиях
field testing ['fi:ld'testir)) испытание в полевых условиях
fig [fig] груб шиш, фига
figure out ['figar 'aut] понимать, соображать
file [fail] картотека
filing cabinet ['faiho'kaeb(i)-nit] шкаф для хранения документов
filling station ['fin'steij (э)n] заправочная станция
finger-print ['fingspnnt] отпечаток пальца
fire ['faia] огонь; пожар; вести огонь; раза увольнять (с военной службы)
fire control instrument ['faia kan'troul 'instrumant] прибор управления огнем
fire exercise [Чаю 'eksasaiz] учебные стрельбы
fire-fighting party ['fam,faitin 'pa:ti] пожарная группа
fire plug ['faiapbg] пожарный гидрант
fishy f'fiji] раза подозрительный
fix [fiks] чинить, ремонтировать; раза разделываться, расправляться
flag [flaeg] делать знаки, сигнализировать
flagship ['flaegjip] флагманский корабль
flat [flast] спущенный (о шине)
flight of fancy ['flait av faensi] полет фантазии
flit [flit] перелетать с места на место, перепархивать
flounder ['flaunda] барахтаться
flying saucer ['Hang 'so:sa] «летающее блюдце», не-
опознанный летающий объект
fog bell ['fogbel] туманный колокол (на корабле)
force [fэ: s] соединение (кораблей)
Force Signal Officer ['fo:s 'signl 'ofisa] начальник связи соединения
forecast ['fo:ka:st] прогноз
forge [fD:d3] подделывать, фальсифицировать
fouled'up ['fauld'Ap] запутанный
foul weather ['faul'wefc] штормовая погода
foxhole ['fokshoul] одиночный окоп, стрелковая ячейка
fragging ['frajgin] прост фрэггинг (покушение на жизнь офицера с помощью взрывного устройства)
freewheeling ['fri:'wi:hrj] свободный ход (велосипеда)
frisk [frisk] незаметно убирать, смахивать
frugal ['fru:g(a)l] бережливый, экономный
fruit salad ['fru:t'saelad] прост орденские планки
frustration [frAs'treiJ(a)n] расстройство; раздражение
fry [frai] жарить
fuel hose ['fjual 'houz] шланг для бензина (на автозаправочной станции)
full steam ['fui'sti:m] полный ход
function ['fArjkJ(a)n] торжественная церемония, торжество
funnel ['Unl] воронка
fuss [fAs] суетиться
fussy ['fAsij: be ~ суетиться, нервничать; уделять слишком много внимания
G
gale [geil] сильный ветер, буря
galley ['gaeli] камбуз
gangway ['gaerjweij продольный мостик
gangway sentry ['gaerjwei 'sentn] часовой у трапа
garb [ga:b] наряд, одеяние
gargle ['ga:gl] издавать булькающий звук, булькать
gas [gas] газ; амер разг бензин
gasp [ga:sp] открывать рот (от изумления)
gas station ['gass 'steij(a)n] бензозаправочная станция
gas stove ['gaes 'stouv] газовая плита
gear box ['дш 'boks] коробка скоростей, коробка передач
gee! [d3i:] амер вот это да!, вот здорово!
gem [с!зет] драгоценный камень; драгоценность
general quarters drill [Мзе-n(э)г(э)1 'kwo:taz 'dnl] учебная боевая тревога
generous [Мзеп(э)гэз] щедрый
get-well card ['getwel 'ka:d] открытка с пожеланием выздоровления
GI ['d3i: ai] США прост «джи аи», рядовой, солдат; служить, тянуть лямку
gibberish ['d3ibanj] бессмыслица, абракадабра
gist [d3ist] суть, сущность
glare [д1еэ] смотреть свирепо
glaring ['д1еэпп] яркий
gloat [glout] злорадствовать
glory ['gb:n] слава; go to ~ умереть
glue [glu:] приклеивать(ся); прилипать
glutton ['gUtn] обжора
G-man ['d3i:ma?n] government man агент ФБР
gob [дэЬ] разг моряк
GOC general officer commanding командир соединения; командующий
goggles ['goglz] разг очки
gold brick ['gould 'bnk] прост нерадивый солдат, симулянт, лодырь, «сачок»
Good Conduct Medal ['gud 'kondakt 'medl] медаль «За примерное поведение и службу»
good-natured ['gud'neitjad] добродушный
goof-off [ gu:fo:f] прост нерадивый солдат
government issue property ['gAvnmant 'isju: 'propati] казенное имущество
gratify ['grastifai] удовлетворять; радовать
Green Berets ['gri:n 'bereiz] разг десантно-диверсион-ные войска «зеленые береты»
gripe [graip] разг жалоба, нарекание
groan [groun] выражать недовольство, ворчать
grocery ['grous(a)n] бакалейно-гастрономический магазин
ground [graund]: hit the ~ прост залегать (под огнем)
ground-speed ['graund'spi:d] путевая скорость
growl [graul] рычать
grub [дглЬД груб жратва
grumble рдглтЫ] ворчать, жаловаться
GT general technical aptitude area общий кругозор в области технических знаний
Guadalcanal [,gwod(a)lka-'nasl] остров Гуадалканал (место ожесточенных боев между американскими и японскими войсками во время второй мировой войны)
guard duty ['ga:d,dju:ti] караульная служба
guard regulations ['gct:d,re-gju'leij(a)nz] устав караульной службы
guardroom ['ga:dru(:)m] караульное помещение
gun [длп] прост давать полный газ
gun-boat ['длпЬоиЦ канонерка
gun-boat diplomacy ['gAnbout di'ploumasi] дипломатия канонерок
gun captain ['длп 'kasptin] разе командир орудия
gunnery ['длпэп] теория и практика стрельбы
gurgle Гдэ:д1] булькать
gush [длf] говорить, захлебываясь от восторга
Н
haberdashery f'hasbadaejan] галантерейный магазин
hail [heil] окликать
half-wit f'ha:fwit] слабоумный
halo ['heilou] ореол
hand-to-hand fighting
['hasn(d)ta'hasnd 'faitirj] py- копашный бой
hand-to-hand tussle ['hasn(d)-ta'hasnd 'Usl] рукопашный бой
hardware store ['ha:dwea 'sto:] магазин скобяных изделий
harshly ['hcrjh] грубо, резко
hash [hasf] блюдо из мелко нарезанного мяса
hash mark ['heej 'ma:k] прост нарукавная нашивка
hatch [haetj] люк
haul [ho:l] улов
havoc ['haevak]: play ~ сеять панику, беспорядок
hazardous ['haezadas] рискованный, опасный
head [hed] разе гальюн
head-dress ['heddres] головной убор
headquarters ['hed'kwo:taz] штаб
head-shrinker ['hed,Jnnkэ] прост психиатр
hearing-aid ['hiann'eid] слуховой аппарат
hearse [ha:s] катафалк
heck [hek]: by ~! черт возьми! (эвфемизм вместо hell)
heed [hi:d] обращать внимание
help oneself to ['help WAn'self ta] угощаться
hen-coop ['henku:p] курятник
herdsman ['ha:dzman] пастух
hick [hik] икать
highball ['haiborl] разг хай-бол (спиртное с содовой и льдом)
highbrow f'haibrau] разг интеллектуал
Highlander ['hailanda] шотландский горец
hitch [hitJJ срок службы в армии (по контракту)
hitchhike ['hitjhaikl прост путешествовать бесплатно на попутных машинах
hither and yon ['hi6ar and 'pn] в разных направлениях
holdup man ['houlcUp 'masnj вооруженный грабитель
holler ['hola] разг кричать, вопить
holocaust ['holako:st] уничтожение, гибель в огне
horseman ['ha:sman] наездник, ездок; кавалерист
horse manure ['ho:s ma'njua] конский навоз
horseshoe ['ho:JJu:] подкова
hostess ['houstis] хозяйка дома
hot-foot ['hot,fut] разг сломя голову, как на пожар
household ['haus(h)ould] домашнее хозяйство
hover ['nova] зависать; парить
huff [hAi] говорить недовольным, раздраженным тоном
hug [Ьлд] крепкое объятие
hum [Ьлт] гудение; напевать, мурлыкать
hump [плтр] максимум (кривой)
hunch [hAn(t)J] горб
hush-hush ['плf'плЛ разг тайный, секретный
hypnopedia [,hipna'pi:di3] обучение во время сна (с помощью магнитофона)
hypocrite ['hipakrit] лицемер
I
identification [ai,dentifi'kei-J(a)n] опознавание; установление личности
ignition system [ig'nij(a)n 'sistim] система зажигания
impede [im'pi:d] мешать
implicitly [im'plisith] безоговорочно
incessant [m'sesnt] непрерывный, беспрестанный
inch [intj] медленно двигаться, передвигаться
indisposed [,indis'pouzd] испытывающий недомогание, нездоровый
induct [ln'dAkt] призывать; зачислять (на военную службу)
inductee [,indAk'ti:] призывник
inebriated [i'ni:bneitid] пьяный
infantryman ['inf (ajntnman] пехотинец
inferior [ln'fiana] низший (no положению); младший (по чину)
inferiority complex [in,fian 'onti 'kompleks] чувство собственной неполноценности
infield ['infi:ld] игрок в ближней части поля (в бейсбо-ле)
information processing [,in-fa'meij(a)n 'prousesin] обработка данных
inhale [ln'heil] вдыхать; затягиваться
inmate ['inmeit] пациент
insignia [m'signia] знаки различия
insolence ['ins(a)lans] наглость, нахальство
insomnia [m'somnia] бессонница
insurance [in'Juar(a)ns] страхование
intercom ['inta(:)kom] самолетное переговорное устройство
Intricate ['intrikit] запутанный, сложный
IQ intelligence quotient показатель умственного развития
IR infrared searchlight инфракрасный прожектор
irate [ai'reit] разгневанный
Iroquois ['irakwniz] ирокезы (племя североамериканских индейцев)
J
jack [d3aek] валет (в картах)
jackass ['d3aekaesj осел
jam [d3aem] заклинивать, заедать
jamming ['d3aemin] создание организованных помех, (за) глушение
Jerry ['d3en] прост немецкий солдат
jiu-jitsu [d3Ju:'d3itsu:] джиу-джитсу (японская система самозащиты)
joint [d33int] дом, место, помещение; прост «забегаловка», кабак
joker ['d3ouka] джокер, дополнительная карта (в колоде)
jubilation [,d3u:bi'leij(3)n] ликование
judicial [d3u(:)'dij(a)l] рассудительный, разумный
juice [d3u:s] разе горючее
jumpmaster ['d3Amp,ma:sta] ответственный за выброску парашютистов
К
keyed up fki:d'Ap] возбужденный; взвинченный (до предела)
kid [kid] разг надувать, обманывать; одурачивать
kin [kin]: next of ~ ближайшие родственники
kit bag ['kitbaeg] матросский вещевой мешок
kite [kait] легкий самолет
kit inspection parade ['kit m'spekf (э) n pa'reid] построение для проверки вещевых мешков и снаряжения
kitty fkitt] котенок, киса, ки-санька
knapsack ['naepsaek] ранец
know [nou]: in the ~ в курсе дела
KP kitchen police наряд по кухне
Kraut [kraut] прост немецкий солдат, фриц
L
lace [lets] шнурок
landfall ['laendfo:l] открытие берега; подход к берегу
landing craft ['lasndin 'kra:ft] десантный катер
landlord ['laendb:d] домовладелец, сдающий квартиры
landlubber [ЧггМДлЬэ] новичок в морском деле, «сухопутный моряк»
lapel [la'pel] отворот, лацкан
latecomer ['leitkAma] опоздавший
lather ['1а:6э] мыльная пена
launching ['b:ntfirj] спуск на воду (корабля); пуск (ракеты)
law of gravity ['lc: эv 'graeviti] закон всемирного тяготения
lawyer ['b:jaj адвокат
leastways ['li:stweiz] по крайней мере
legibly ['Ied3abh] разборчиво, четко
lenience ['li:njans] снисходительность
leveller ['levla] уничтожающий различия, «уравни-тель»
liberty f'libati] увольнение из расположения части или на берег
license plate ['lais(a)ns 'pleit] номерной знак (автомобиля)
lick [lik] бить, колотить
life jacket ['Iaif,d3aekit] спасательный жилет
lifer ['laifa] прост профессиональный военный
limerick ['hmarik] шуточное стихотворение
limit ['limit]: off ~s «вход воспрешен» (надпись)
limp [limp] хромать, прихрамывать
line [lain]: toe the ~ прост выполнять дисциплинарные требования
lingo ['lirjgou] жаргон
liquor ['lika] разе выпивка
litter ['hta] помет (щенята)
LJG lieutenant junior grade США младший лейтенант
logistical officer [Iou'd3isti-k(a)l'ofisa] офицер службы тыла
loiter ['bits] слоняться, бродить без дела
long face ['brj 'feis]: pull a -- иметь огорченный вид
Long Johns [ bn 'dзэпг] (шерстяные) кальсоны
lookout f'lukaut] наблюдатель; впередсмотрящий (на корабле)
loop [lu:p] петля; делать петлю; ~ the ~ делать пет-лю
lousy ['lauzi] разе отвратительный
LST landing ship, tank большой танкодесантный корабль
2LT second lieutenant США второй лейтенант
lunatic asylum ['lu:natik a'sailam] психиатрическая больница
lunatic ward ['lumattk 'wa:d] психиатрическое отделение
M
ma'am [maem] разг=mad am
Mac [mask] разг парень, малый
Mackerel ['шаэкг (э) 1]: Holy ~1 боже правый!, ну и ну!
maintenance shop ['meinti-nans 'Jap] ремонтная мастерская
malinger [ma'hnga] притворяться больным, симулировать болезнь
manhole ['masnhoul] люк (канализации)
marine [ma'ri:n] солдат морской пехоты
mariner ['тагппэ] моряк; матрос
marksman ['ma:ksman] меткий стрелок
MARS military affiliate (d) radio system радиосеть военных радиолюбителей
martial music ['ma:J(a)l 'mjui'zik] военная музыка
mascot ['maeskat] талисман
match [maetj] соответствовать; подходить под пару
matrimonial [,maetri'mounj3l] супружеский, брачный; матримониальный
МС Master of Ceremonies ведущий, конферансье
mebby прост=тау be
medical board ['medik(9)l 'bo:d] медицинская комиссия
memo разг memorandum памятная записка
mentality fmen'taehti] склад ума
mess I [mes] беспорядок; портить
mess II [mes] столовая (чп-сти); состоять на котловом довольствии
messing ['mesirj] питание
mess sergeant ['mes sa:-d3(a)nt] сержант — начальник столовой рядового состава
messy ['mesi] прост сложный, громоздкий
metabolic [,meta'bolik] относящийся к обмену веществ
MG machine-gun пулемет
MIA missing in action пропавший без вести (в бою)
midair ['midea]: in — в полете, в воздухе
midget ['rmd3it] лилипут
midshipman ['midjipman] гардемарин (мичман-курсант)
mike [maik] разг микрофон
minister ['minista] священник
misdeliver ['misdi'hva] не доставлять точно к месту назначения
misfit ['misfit] неудачник, недотепа
mismanagement ['mis'mseni-dsmant] плохое, неправильное управление
misprint ['mis'pnnt] опечатка
missile crewman ['misatl 'krurman] номер ракетного расчета
missive ['misiv] послание
moan [moun] стонать, жаловаться
molten ['moult (э)n] расплавленный
mongrel (dog) ['тлпдг(э)1 (dog)] дворняжка
moron ['тэ:гоп] слабоумный, идиот
morsel ['mD:s(a)l] кусочек
mortar round ['тэ:tэ 'raund] минометная мина
moss [mos] мох
mount! [maunt] по машинам! (команда)
mountain time ['mauntin 'taim] время седьмого пояса (к западу от Гринвича — центральной и западной части Канады и США)
mounted reconnaissance patrol ['mauntid n'koms(a)ns ps'troul] разведывательный дозор на машинах
МР Member of Parliament член парламента
МР military police военная полиция; военный полицейский
МР сор ['em 'pi: 'кэр] Military Police cop груб военный полицейский
muse [mju:z] размышлять; задумчиво говорить, бормотать в раздумье
muster ['mAsta] сбор; поверка; перекличка
muzzle [ тлг1] дуло
N
nap [naep] короткий сон днем
narrative ['nasrativ] вводная (на учениях)
Navajo ['naevshou] навахо (североамериканский индеец)
navigation [,nsevi'geij" (a) n] кораблевождение; штурманское дело
NavSec Navy Secretary США министр ВМС
Navy ['neivi] военно-морские силы
naw разе=по
nay [nei] даже; более того
NCO noncommissioned officer сержант
NCOIC noncommissioned officer in charge командир подразделения в звании сержанта; сержант, ответственный за (какое-л.) мероприятие
nerve [пэ:у]: разе have a ~ to do иметь наглость сделать (что-л.)
new-fangled ['nju:,fasrjgld] пренебр новомодный
newly-weds ['nju:h'wedzj новобрачные
nightmare ['naitmea] кошмар
non-committally ['nonkэ'mitli] уклончиво
none [плп] ни один; ни один человек, никто
nuclear defense ['nju:khadi 'fens] противоядерная защита
nutritional [njur'tnjanl] относящийся к питанию; питательный
nut(s) [nAt(s)] прост псих
NVA North Vietnamese Army армия Северного Вьетнама
О
oath [оиб] присяга
obliterated [a'bhtarettid] стершийся, стертый
obstacle course ['obstakl 'ko:s] (учебная) полоса препятствий
octopus ['oktapas] осьминог
odds and ends ['adz and 'endz] остатки, хлам, старье
OER officer efficiency report аттестация офицера
offensive spirit [a'fensiv 'spirit] наступательный дух
officer candidate school ['ofisa 'kaendidit 'sku:l] офицерская школа
officer efficiency report ['ofisa i'fij(a)nsi n po:t] аттестация офицера
offspring ['D:fspnrj] отпрыск
О. i/c Administration (G) Officer in charge Administration (General) начальник общего делопроизводства
okay ['ou'kei] соглашаться
old geezer ['ould 'gi:za] прост старая рухлядь
Old Glory ['ould 'gb:n] разг американский государственный флаг
Old Man ['ould 'maen] разг командир части, командир корабля
old timer ['ould,taima] старослужащий
ominous ['amines] зловещий, угрожающий
one-point landing ['wAn'point 'laendirj] посадка на «одну точку»
OOD officer of the day дежурный по кораблю
operation order [ppa'reij (э) n '3:da] боевой приказ
operator ['apareita] телефонист
opinion poll institute [a'pmjan 'poul 'institju:t] институт по изучению общественного мнения
orderly ['oidahl дневальный
orderly-room f'ordaliruim] помещение командира части
Order of the Day ['o:dar ev бэ 'dei] ежедневный приказ по части
outer space ['auta 'speisj дальний космос
outfield ['autfi:ld] игрок в дальней части поля (в бейсболе)
outfit ['auliit] разе часть; подразделение
over ['ouv9] разг «перехожу на прием»
overcast ['ouvaka:st] сплошная облачность
overdue ['ouva'dju:] просроченный
oversea(s) ['ouva'si:z] за пределами метрополии
oversight ['ouvasait] недосмотр, оплошность
over-weight ['ouvaweit] обладающий излишним весом
Р
pacification [,paesifl'keiJ (э) n] «умиротворение», установление контроля (над населенным районом)
payabilities ['paslata'bihtiz] вкусовые качества
palm [pa:m]: grease the ~ давать взятку, «подмазывать» (кого-л.)
pamphlet ['pamfht] листовка
pancake ['paenkeik] блин; оладья
panicky ['paeniki] разе панический
pant [paent] говорить задыхаясь
paraphernalia [,paerafa'neilJ9] принадлежности, атрибуты
paratrooper ['ржгэДгшрэ] парашютист-десантник
parched [pa:tjt] опаленный, выжженный
pass [pa:s] пропуск; увольнительная записка
password ['pa:swa:d] пропуск; пароль
paunchy ['po:ntji] пузатый
pay stoppage [pei'stopid3] вычет из денежного содержания
peanut f'pirnAt] земляной орех, арахис
peddler f'pedla] разносчик, розничный торговец
pedestrian [pi'destrian] пешеход
pep talk ['pep Чэ:1к] прост пропагандистская речь, «накачка»
perjury [rpa:d3(a)ri] ложное показание под присягой, лжесвидетельство
perorate f'perareit] ораторствовать, разглагольствовать
personnel [,pa:s3'nel] личный состав
personnel carrier [,pa:sa'nel 'кавпэ] (броне) транспортер для перевозки личного состава
personnel manager [,pa:sa'nel 'maenid3a] начальник отдела кадров
personnel officer [,рэ:ээ'пе) 'ofisa] офицер по вопросам личного состава
pet [pet] любимое домашнее животное
pet shop ['pet 'Jop] зоомагазин
PFC Private First Class ' США рядовой первого класса
phial ['fai (э) 1] флакон
pigeon ['pid3m] голубь
pin [pin] предохранительная чека
pinch [pin(t)J] щепотка
pitch [pitf] подавать (в бейсболе)
pitchfork ['pitjfo:k] сенные вилы
pitching ['pitjirj] килевая качка
plaintiff f'pleintif] истец
plead [pli:d] приводить в качестве оправдания
plight [plait] состояние, положение
pluck [р1лк] невезение
plummet ['plAmit] падать вниз камнем
ply [plai] курсировать, плавать
point blank ['point 'blaerjk] в упор (о стрельбе)
police [pa'h:s] производить уборку
policy ['pohsi] страховой полис
polygamist [po'ligamist] сторонник полигамии, многоженства
pop-eyed ['popaid] с широко открытыми глазами
porthole ['po:thoul] иллюминатор
portside ['pD:tsaid] левый борт
post [poust] гарнизон
poster ['pousta] афиша; плакат; объявление
post theater ['poust '6iata| гарнизонный кинотеатр
poultry-house ['poultrihaus] ПТИЧНИК
powder ['pauda] порошок; порох
powder plant ['pauda 'pla:nt] пороховой завод
precinct ['prirsirjkt] избирательный участок
precipice ['presipis] пропасть
precipitation [pn,sipi'tei,f(a)n] осадки
precision-guided munitions [pn'si3(a)n'gaidid mju:'ni-J(a)nz] боеприпасы с системой точного наведения на цель
preclude [pri'klu:d] препятствовать
predator ['predate] хищник
presume [pn'zju:m] предполагать
presumption [рп'ялтрJ (a) n] предположение
private ['praivit] рядовой; солдат
probation [pra'beij (э)n]: on ~ на стажировке
procrastination [prou,kraesti'nei J (а) n] промедление, оттягивание
profanity [pra'faeniti] брань
proficiency pay [pra'fif(a)nsi 'pei] надбавка (к денежному содержанию) за специальную подготовку
promotion [pra'mou J (a) n] присвоение (очередного) звания
propagate ['propageit] распространяться)
propellant [pra'pelant] ракетное топливо
prophecy f'prafisi] пророчество, предсказание
prophet ['profit] пророк, предсказатель
proposition [,prapa'zij (a) n] предложение; план
propwash ['propwaj] прост всякая всячина; болтовня; враки
prospective [pras'pektiv] будущий, ожидаемый, предполагаемый
prostrate ['prostreit] распростертый, лежащий ничком
provost marshal [pra'vou 'mct:f (э)1] начальник военной полиции
psycho f'saikou] раза псих, психопат
psychological warfare unit [,sail«'bd3ik(a)l 'wo:fea 'jurnit] подразделение по ведению психологической войны, пропагандистское подразделение
pub public house раза пивная; кабак
public disorder ['рлЬИк di-s'a:da] нарушение общественного порядка
public highway ['pAblik 'hai-wei] автострада общественного пользования
puddle ['pAdl] лужа
pump column ['рлтр 'кэ1эт] заправочная колонка
pun [рлл] каламбурить
punch card ['pAntf 'ka:d] перфокарта
punctuality [,pAn(k)tju'aehti] пунктуальность, точность
punctuation [,pAn(k)tju'ei-J(a)n] пунктуация
pup [рлр] щенок
purty ['pa:ti] npocr=pretty
PX post-exchange (гарнизонный) магазин военно-торговой службы
Q
Q&A questions and answers вопросы и ответы
quagmire ['kwaegmaia] болото, трясина
qualify ['kwlihfai] получать класс, специальность
quartermaster ['kwo:ta,ma:sta] квартирмейстер
quarters ['kwaitaz] построение; большой сбор
query ['kwiari] вопрос
quest [kwest] предмет поисков
quickie ['kwiki] прост пулеметная очередь
R
rabid ['rasbid] безумный, оголтелый
race [reis] гонка; pi скачки
ragged ['rasgid] рваный, драный
railing ['reilirj] перила
railroad ['reilroudj раза ловко протолкнуть в спешном порядке (какое-л. дело)
rancher ['ra:ntjs] фермер, владелец ранчо
R&D research and development научно-исследовательские и опытно-конструкторские работы, исследования и разработки
rangers ['reind3az] десантные разведывательно - диверсионные подразделения «рейнджеры»
rank [raerjk] воинское звание; строй; pi личный состав; in -vsb строю
ration ['raej(9)n] паек
rattle ['raetl] треск, грохот; гремушка (гремучей змеи)
reassignment ['riia'sainnwnt] перевод по службе
rebuff [ri'bAf] отпор
recco ['rekou] reconnaissance разведка;рекогносцировка
reception center [n'sepj(a)n 'senta] призывной пункт
recipe ['resipi] кулинарный рецепт
reconnoiter [,гекэ'пэйэ] производить разведку, рекогносцировку
recreation [,rekn'eij(a)n] отдых и развлечения личного состава
recruiting [n'kru:tirj] вербовка, набор
red leg ['red 'leg] прост артиллерист
reduce [ri'dj'u:s] сокращать; худеть
redundancy [n'dAndansi] дублирование (механизмов)
referee [,rei3'ri:] судить (в спортивных соревнованиях)
refilling station [n:'fihn 'stet-J(a)n ] автозаправочная станция
refuel ['ri:'fjual] дозаправлять топливом
refund [rir'fAnd] возвращать, возмещать
regimentation [,red3imen'tei-J(s)n] строгая регламентация жизни
regs [regz] разе уставы, наставления, инструкции
reincarnation ['ri:inka:'nei-J (э)n] перевоплощение
relaxation [,ri:laek'seij(8)n]
отдых, развлечение
relief [n'li:f] облегчение; смена (караула)
remedy ['remidi] лекарство, средство
renounce [n'nauns] отрекаться
report [n'p3:t] являться, прибывать
reprimand ['reprimand] выговор; делать выговор
rescue ['reskju:] спасение; спасать; спасательный
restriction [ris'tnkj(a)n]: ~ to ship лишение увольнения на берег
retarded [n'tardid] запоздалый; (умственно) отсталый
retire [ri'taia] увольняться со службы
retreat [n'tri:t] отступать, отходить
reveille [n'vaeh] подъем, побудка
reward [ri'wo:d] вознаграждение
rifle-range f'raiflreind3] тир; стрельбище
riot control ['raiat kan'troul] полицейские действия по подавлению массовых вы ступлений (армейскими частями)
rock I [гэк]: be on the ~s терпеть крушение
rock II [гэк] трясти, потрясать
roll [roul] бортовая качка
roll call ['roul 'кэ:1] переклич-ка
rolling froulin] холмистый, пересеченный (о местности)
roolg'e ['ruki] прост новобранец
горе ladder ['roup 'laeda] шторм-трап
ROTC Reserve Officers Training Corps служба подготовки офицеров резерва
route [ru:tj: en ~ в пути, по пути
routine [ru:'ti:n] установленный порядок
row [rau] драка, свалка
rowing boat ['rouirj 'bout] гребная шлюпка
royalty ['roi(a)lti] отчисление
rub [глЬ] поддразнивать
ruddy ['null] прост проклятый
rumble ['глтЫ] громыхание, грохотание
rummage ['глтк1з] тщательно исследовать
rung [глп] деревянная ступенька (шторм-трапа)
rye [rai] разе хлебная водка
S
saber ['seibal сабля salt [so: It]: be true to one's ~ служить верой и правдой
salty ['so:lti] бывалый (о моряке)
Samoa [sa'moua] о-ва Самоа sample ['sa:mpl] пробовать,
испытывать
sarge [sa:d3] разе сержант saunter ['so:nta] двигаться
медленно, неторопливо sawdust f's3:dAst] опилки scan [skaen] просматривать scholar ['skola] ученый
Sci-fic science-fiction разе научная фантастика
score [sko:] отметка, оценка; общий балл; результаты стрельбы
scout dog ['skaut 'dog] служебная собака для действий в разведке
scramble! ['skraembl] по машинам! (команда)
screw [skru:] винт
scuttle ['skAtl] затоплять (корабль); открывать кингстоны
scuttlebutt ['skAtlbAt] прост слух, матросский телеграф
sea diver ['si: 'daiva] водолаз
sea legs ['si: 'legz]: have ~ хорошо переносить качку
sea sick ['si: 'sik] страдающий морской болезнью
Secretary of Defense ['sek-ratn av di'fens] США министр обороны
see-saw battle ['si:sd: 'baetl] бой с переменным успехом
Senate Armed Services Committee ['senit 'a:md 'sa:-visiz ka'miti] комиссия сената по вооруженным силам
sensor [sensa] датчик; прибор обнаружения
sermon ['sa:tmn] проповедь
service ['sa:vis] вид вооруженных сил; богослужение, служба
serviceman ['sa:vismaen] военнослужащий
service number ['sa:vis 'плт-ba] личный номер (военнослужащего)
shadow boxing ['Jasdou 'baksir)] «бой с тенью» (вид тренировки в боксе)
shaggy-dog story ['Jaegi'dog 'sto:n] длинный нудный анекдот, построенный на юморе абсурда
shark [Ja:k] акула
sharp shooter ['Jo:p 'Ju:ta] меткий стрелок
shavetail ['Jeivteil] прост второй лейтенант
shed [fed] разг штаб; пункт
sheer [Jb] настоящий
sheet [Ti:t]: three ~s In the wind прост пьяный
shell [Jelj снаряд
shipwreck ['Jiprek] кораблекрушение
shoot [Ju:t] (shot) снимать, производить съемки (фильма); ~ down сбивать (самолет)
shop talk ['fэр 'to:k] разговор на узкопрофессиональные темы
shot [Jot] дробь; укол, впрыскивание
shot gun ['Jot 'длп] дробовик
'shun! [Jan] смирно! (команда)
sick oay ['sik 'bei] разг корабельный лазарет
sick bay attendant ['sik 'bei a'tendant] санитар корабельного лазарета
sick call ['sik 'кэ:1] посещение санитарной части
sickly ['sikh] тошнотворный, отвратительный
sideburns ['saidba:nz] бачки, баки
siege [si:d3] блокада, осада
sight(s) [sait(s)] прицел; обнаруживать
signal unit ['signl 'ju:mt] подразделение связи
silicosis [,sili'kousis] силикоз (заболевание легких)
sire ['saia] властитель, владыка
skip [skip] пропускать
skipper I'skipa] разг командир корабля
sky pilot ['skai 'pailat] прост военный священник
slander ['slccnds] клеветать; поносить
slaughter ['sb:ta] безжалостно убивать; устраивать резню
sling [shrj] рогатка
slog [slog] с трудом тащиться, пробираться
sloppy I'sbpi] разг неряшливый, неаккуратный
slug [sUg] пуля
smart [sma:t] сообразительный, умный
smart-alecky {'sma:t'asliki] разг наглый, нахальный, развязный
smart bomb ['sma:t 'bom] прост управляемая бомба
SMG submachine-gun пистолет-пулемет; автомат
smuggler fsrriAgla] контрабандист
SNAFU [sna'fu:] прост неразбериха, беспорядок, путаница; неприятная ситуация
snap [snaep] рявкать
snap-shot ['snaepjot] моментальный снимок; выстрел навскидку
snarl [sna:l] рычание, ворчание; ворчать; огрызаться
sneak [sni:k] действовать исподтишка
sneer [snia] насмехаться, глумиться
sniff [snif] обонять, чуять; выслеживать по запаху
snort [sno.t] фыркать
snuggle f'snAgl] прижиматься (к кому-л.)
soldier ['sould3aj прост нерадиво нести службу
solitary confinement ['soh-t (a)ri kan'fainmant] одиночное заключение
Solomons ['solamanz] разг Solomon Islands Соломоновы о-ва
sophisticated [sa'fisttkeitid] сложный, усложненный
sophistication [sa,fisti'kei-J(a)n] сложность, усложненность
sound barrier {'saund 'Ьаэпэ] звуковой барьер
sound off ['saund 'o:f] отбой; давать сигнал
sour ['saua] отвратительный, неприятный
Southern Confederation
['влбэп kan,fed8'reij(a)n] Конфедерация 11 южных штатов (во время гражданской войны в Америке в 1861 — 1865 гг.)
space [speis] пространство
span [spsn] соединять (мостом)
specific [spi'sifik] точный, определенный
speck [spek] пятнышко, точка
spectre ['spekta] видение, призрак
squadron commander ['skwod-г(э)n ka'mamda] командир эскадрильи
squall [skwD:l] шквал
squaw [skwo:] индианка; женщина; жена squint [skwint] щуриться, прищуриваться; страдать косоглазием
stab [stasb] наносить удар (ножом), закалывать
staff folks f'sta:f 'fouks] разг штабники, штабисты
stagger ['stags] идти шатаясь
stale [steil] избитый, затасканный
standard time ['staendad 'taim] стандартное время
starboard f'starbad] мор правый борт
Stars and Stripes ['sta:z and 'straips] разг государственный флаг США; «Старз энд Страйпс» (газета)
station f'steij(a)n] гарнизон; место постоянного расквартирования; размещать, базировать
stellar navigation ['stela ,паэ-vi'geij (э)n] астронавигация
stencil ['stensl] делать надпись по трафарету
steno ['steno(u)] stenography стенография
step [step]: out of ~ не в ногу
stern [sta:n] корма
stick up ['stik 'лр] (stuck) прост совершать налет, грабить
stiff [stif] чрезмерный
stimuli [ stimjulai] (pi от stimulus) стимулы, побудительные причины
stock [stok] запас, фонд
stone deaf ['stoun 'def] совершенно глухой
strafing f'stra:fin] атака с бреющего полета; штурмовка
straight [streit] честный, прямой, искренний
straight jacket ['streit 'd3aekit] смирительная рубашка
strength [strerjS] численность, численный состав; on the ~ в штате, в составе
stride [straid]: take something in one's ~ считать что-л. естественным
stripe [straip] нашивка; полоса
stump [sUmp] ставить в тупик, озадачивать
stun [stAn] ошеломлять
stunt man ['sUnt 'maen] дублер-каскадер (в кино)
stutter ['stAta] заикаться
sub [sAb] Бр разе младший лейтенант
sub-lieutenant ['sAble'tenant] Бр младший лейтенант
submerge [s9b'ma:d3] погружаться
subordinate [sa'bordnit] подчиненный, нижестоящий
subordination [sa,bo:di'nei-J(a)n] подчинение; субординация
sum [sAtn]:.do ~s решать задачи, примеры
Sunday school ['sAndi 'sku:l] воскресная церковная школа
superior [sju:'pmna] начальник
supply point [sa'plai 'point] пункт снабжения
supply room [sa'plai 'rum] кладовая; склад
surface transit ['sa:fis 'traen-sit] переход в надводном положении (о подводной лодке)
surgical ward ['sa:d3ik(a)l 'wo:d] хирургическое отделение
surveillance [sa:'veilans] нг-блюдение
survivor [sa'vaiva] оставшийся в живых (напр. после кораблекрушения)
Sussex ['sAsiks] Суссекс (графство в Англии)
swabbie ['swobi] прост моряк
swagger ['swaega] расхаживать с важным видом
swear [swea] (swore; sworn) клясться
sweet cutie ['swi:t 'kju:ti] разг молодая хорошенькая девушка
sweetheart ['swi:tha:t] возлюбленный; возлюбленная
swoop [swu:p] внезапное падение
sword sheath ['sa:d 'Ji:6] (сабельные) ножны
syncopation [,sirjka'peij(a)n] синкопа (в музыке)
T
take off ['teik'3:f] срываться (с места)
talk back ['to:k 'Ьагк] возражать, пререкаться
tap [tap] выстукивать
tape recorder ['teip n'k3:da] магнитофон
tar [ta:] матрос, моряк
TDY temporary duty временное прикомандирование
technically-minded ['teknikah 'maindid] имеющий склонность к технике, интересующийся техникой
teetotaller [ti.-'toutla] трезвенник
tell-tale ftelteil] выдающий (что-л.); свидетельствующий (о чем-л.)
tempt [tem(p)t]: be ~ed быть склонным
tenant ['tenant] жилец
terra ['tera] лат земля
terse [ta:s] краткий, немногословный
testily ['testihj раздраженно
theater ['6iata] театр военных действий
theater of operations ['6iata av ppa'reijanz] район боевых действий
thermal radiation ['6э:тэ1 ,reidi'eijan] световое излучение (ядерного взрыва)
thermonuclear explosion ['6э:-mou'nju:klia iks'plou3an] термоядерный взрыв
thermonuclear war ['6э:глоц-'nju:klia 'wo:] термоядерная война, война с применением термоядерного оружия
think better ['Sink 'bata] передумать, переменить мнение
thriller ['вп1э] разе фильм ужасов
thrust [DrAst] тяга (двигателя)
thud [6AdJ глухой стук
thug [Вло] головорез
tide [tarn] прилив
TI hour troop information hour политическая информация
time [taim]: mark ~ обозначать шаг на месте
tipsy ['tipsi] подвыпивший, навеселе
tit for tat ['tit fa 'tast] отплата; «зуб за зуб»
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier ['tu:m av бэ 'лп'поип 'sould3a] могила Неизвестного солдата
Tommy ['tomi] Томми, английский солдат (прозвище)
top (kick) f'top'kik] прост главный сержант
topsy turvy [ topsi 'ta:vi] перевернутый вверх дном
torchlight ['tortjlait) карманный фонарик
tough [Ш] грубый, крутой
track [traek]: stop in one's -~-s останавливаться; запинаться
traffic-control tower ['trasfik kan'troul 'taua] командно-диспетчерский пункт
traffic cop ['traefik 'кэр] разе полицейский — регулировщик уличного движения
traffic violation ['traefik ,vaia'leij9n] нарушение правил уличного движения
training camp ['treinirj 'kasmp] учебный лагерь
trait [treit] характерная черта, особенность
transmute [traenz'mju:t] превращать
trench [trentj] траншея, окоп
trial f'traial] судебное разбирательство, суд '
trusty ['trAsti] надежный человек
turkey ['ta:ki] индейка; talk ~ говорить прямо, начистоту
turn [tarn]: ~ down отвергать; отказывать; ~ in сходить вниз; ложиться спать (на корабле)
two-seater ['tu:'si:ta] двухместный самолет
two-way radio ['tu:wei 'rei-diou] рация для двусторонней связи
tycoon [tai'ku:nj магнат, заправила typhus ['taifssj сыпной тиф
U
UFO unidentified flying object неопознанный летающий объект
umpire ['лшраш] войсковой посредник
uncouth [лп'кшб] грубый, неотесанный
underwear ['Andawea] нижнее белье
unfeasible [лп'Н:гэЫ] невыполнимый, неосуществимый
unfeigned [An'feind] искренний, неподдельный
unfit ['лп'ПЦ негодный (к военной службе)
unintelligible [4nin'telid3abl] непонятный
unit counsellor ['ju:mt 'kaun-sla] советник (по морально-бытовым вопросам) личнрго состава (части)
unsettling ['An'setlirj] беспокоящий, тревожный
unsuitable f'An'sju:tabl] неподходящий, несоответствующий
unwarranted ['An'worantid] противозаконный, недозволенный
uproariously [Ap'ro:riasli] шумно, буйно
USALCOM United States Alascan Command командование вооруженных сил США в зоне Аляски
US armed forces ['ju:'es 'a:md 'fo:s»z] вооруженные силы США
V
valor ['vaela] доблесть; героизм; мужество
VC Viet Cong разе солдат Народной освободительной армии Южного Вьетнама
veal [vi:l] телятина
vegetation killer [,ved3i'teijan 'kila] разе средство, уничтожающее растительный покров
verify ['venfai] проверять, контролировать
vet veteran разг ветеран; veterinarian разе ветеринар
VIP very important person высокопоставленное лицо
VN Vietnam Вьетнам
VOLAR voluntary army армия, комплектуемая добровольцами
volunteer [,volan'tia] доброволец
W
WAC Women's Army Corps женская вспомогательная служба сухопутных войск; рядовая женской вспомогательной службы
wanna прост=want to
want ad ['wont 'aed] объявление о найме на работу
ward [wo:d] отделение госпиталя
warrant officer ['warant 'ofisa] уорент-офицер (промежуточное звание между сержантским или старшинским и офицерским)
wasp [wasp] oca
watch [wotj] стража; вахта; караул; охранять; сторожить, наблюдать
watchstander ['watjstaenda] вахтенный офицер
watertight ['w3:tatait] водонепроницаемый
wave [weiv] США член добровольной женской организации обслуживания ВМС (от WAVES Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency Service)
weapon procuring company ['wepan pre'kjuann 'клт-рэm] фирма — поставщик оружия
weather forecast ['we6a 'fc:-ka:st] прогноз погоды
weatherman ['wебэтагп] метеоролог
weave [wi:v] (wove; woven) качаться; раскачиваться
weaver ['wi:va] истребитель сопровождения
Western ['westan] разг ковбойский роман или фильм
whereabouts ['wearabauts] (приблизительное) местопребывание
whim [wiml прихоть; причуда
whiskers ['wiskaz] бакенбарды
whizz [wiz] проноситься, пролетать
whodunit ['hu:dAnit] who's
done it разг детективный роман
WIA wounded in action ранен в бою
wide-eyed ['waid'aid] с широко раскрытыми от изумления глазами
wind jammer ['wind Мзаетэ] разг парусник
windy ['wmdi] пустой, бессодержательный
wing [win] авиационное крыло (тактическая единица, состоящая из нескольких эскадрилий)
wistfully f'wistfuh] тоскливо
wont [wount] обыкновение, привычка
woodpecker ['wud,peka] дятел
working party ['wa:kin 'pa:ti] рабочее подразделение
would-be witness ['wudbi: 'witms] вероятный свидетель
X
Xmas ['knsmas] Christmas рождество
XO executive officer начальник штаба части; заместитель командира
Y
yarn [ja:n] выдумка, небылица; spin а ~ рассказывать небылицы ye [ji:] прост=уои yeah [je, jae] разг=уев yeast [ji:st] дрожжи yell [jel] кричать, вопить yellow ['jelou] разг трусливый, низкий
yeoman ['jouman] делопроизводитель (старшина)
Z
zero level flight ['ziarou 'levl 'flait] бреющий полет
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